
        

 

 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

 

As we prepare for our boys to return to the College, we have drawn up procedures regarding 

COVID-19. 

The procedures outlined in the attached document are based on the “Education Restart - Information 

and Guidance for Education Settings”. 

https://www.education-ni.gov.uk/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-schools-and-educational-settings-

northern-ireland 

The Department of Education have stated that the education guidance will be reviewed on 8th 

October 2021. Therefore, College procedures will be reviewed following this. 

The Education Restart guidance states the following in relation to parental support: 

Parental Support 

Parents have a key role in making schools safe and should continue to: 

 Promote compliance with COVID-19 guidance including in schools and on both public transport and 

dedicated school transport including explaining the importance of doing so to their child. 

 Ensure compliance with PHA guidance of child isolating due to: 

o The child having COVID-19 symptoms, in which case parents should book a PCR test and 

support the child to isolate with close contacts of the child following PHA protocols for self-

isolation. 

o The child being identified as a close contact, either as a household member of a 

symptomatic or confirmed case, or as a close contact of a case not in their household. 

o The child having returned to Northern Ireland from another country and isolating in line 

with NI Direct Travel advice and regulations. 

Please keep us informed if your son has symptoms or if he is isolating. If anyone displays symptoms 

of COVID-19, they, and any members of their household who attend the College will be sent home 

and advised to follow the PHA guidance. The College will continue to follow all DE and PHA 

guidance regarding close contact tracing. Arrangements for this have still to be confirmed by the 

PHA and we will update you when we receive this information.   

 

LFD testing in schools is available to all pupils and these swab-based tests are to be conducted at 

home with a result given within 30 minutes. To date, pupils in years 9-14 have been offered to 

participate in the LFD testing programme. Participants are encouraged to test twice each week during 

school terms and to upload their results (either positive or negative) to the online portal in order that 

these results can be collated. Consent forms will be issued to Year 8 during Induction. If your son is 
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in Years 9-14 and is not yet participating, consent forms will be available for those who wish to 

receive them.  

 

The Executive decided that from 16 August, schools are no longer required to operate a system of 

formal protective bubbles. Therefore, all students will now follow their timetable by moving between 

classes and will be able to access the full curriculum by participating in practical subjects.  We still 

continue to maintain Year Group Bubbles as far as possible.  In enabling our boys to experience the 

full breadth of College life as safely as possible we will adhere to the Covid procedures as outlined in 

the attached leaflet. 

 

All indoor and outdoor extra-curricular activities are permitted to resume in schools and students will 

be informed of any extra-curricular activities available to them.  

 

As indicated in the attached document, Year 8 students will finish at 3pm and this will be reviewed 

on 8 October. If your son is in Year 8 and you require him to travel home with a brother in a 

different year group, he may remain in school until 3.25. Please email your son’s Form Tutor to 

organise this. If Year 8 pupils are participating in an extra-curricular activity after school, they may 

also remain in school until 3.25pm. 

 

The ZOOM Virtual Information Sessions scheduled for each year group will provide you with 

further information. We hope that you will be able to attend these and as indicated in previous 

communication, recordings of the Information Sessions will be available for any parent unable to 

join via ZOOM.  

 

We look forward to welcoming the boys back to the College. If there is any pastoral issue that you 

would like staff to be aware of, please contact your son’s Tutor or Head of Year to discuss how we 

can best support him. The Schools’ Counselling Service provided through the Education Authority is 

now available and your son’s Form Tutor can organise an appointment for him if required.  

 

There will be prayer in the College Chapel each morning and on Friday mornings Mass will be 

celebrated.  Any student wishing to attend may go to the College Chapel instead of his designated 

venue and then go to his registration room. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
Ms Deirdre McCusker 

Vice Principal Pastoral 


