
       

 

Dear Parent/Carer, 
 

Over the past two weeks, we have been extremely encouraged by the focus and demeanour of all our 

Year 12, 13 and 14 students as they returned to the College and sat their mock assessments.  Their 

resilience and determination over the past few months have been impressive and they should be 

commended.  They deserve a well-earned rest over the Easter weekend to recharge their batteries! After 

Easter, the summer term begins with Teaching Week 2. The first teaching day will be Tuesday 13 April, 

as Monday 12 April will be a Staff day. (Please note that Wednesday 21 was a staff day on the original 

calendar and will now be a teaching day).  
 

On their return the senior students will begin to receive face to face teaching and some feedback on the 

Mock Assessments which will have been completed this current week. In line with the recent written 

direction received from the Department of Education on reporting in Years 12-14 relating to the 

academic year 2020-21, the College will not be issuing End of Year reports for these year groups.  
 

As you are aware, the College will be issuing Centre Determined Grades for GCSE, AS and A2 students 

in August 2021. These grades will be informed using up to three pieces of evidence gathered throughout 

this academic year. A range of resources, including the mock assessments, will be used as evidence to 

help inform a holistic overview of each student’s attainment. Teachers will tell the students what pieces 

of evidence will be used within each specific subject area and an overview of examples of evidence used 

across the curriculum will be identified within the Centre Determined Grades Policy 2021. This policy is 

being drafted according to CCEA and JCQ guidelines and will be finalised before the end of April.  
 

During the weeks ahead teaching will resume and further assessments will be completed, mostly during 

class time, based upon Assessment Resources provided by CCEA and other examination boards where 

relevant. These assessments will provide staff with further evidence of an individual student’s 

attainment and will support the Centre Determined Grade Process. Although there will be a level of 

feedback provided on the current mock assessments there will be none for the assessments taken post 

Easter. It is important that when determining grades teachers are given the scope to make fair and 

holistic professional judgements without any undue or improper pressure. Final grades will not be 

available from the examination boards until 10 August (AS and A2) and 12 August (GCSE). 
 

As part of their preparation for returning to school in the summer term, we advise the boys to review and 

revise work from term one as the majority of Assessment Resources provided by CCEA and other 

examination boards will be based on this work.  It is important that our boys maintain a healthy balance 

of rest, physical exercise and study.  Please remember that the mock assessments are only one part of the 

evidence used and our aim is to maintain the focus they demonstrated over the last two weeks. 
 

We wish you and your family a happy and peaceful Easter break.  I look forward to welcoming each 

Malachian on the Tuesday 13 April. 
 

Yours sincerely 

 
Mr F Toner 

Head of KS4 

 


