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WELCOME TO OUR YEAR 8 BOYS 
AND PARENTS/CARERS! 
I want to welcome all of our new Year 8 boys and congratulate you on gaining a 
place in St Malachy’s College.  It is also important to extend a big welcome to all 
of the parents/carers who will be joining us for the first time. Parents/carers, you 
like your sons, are now part of our College family, and you now begin your journey 
of quickly building up a deep and strong connection with us at St Malachy’s. The 
triangular nature of the College family connects boys, parents/carers and staff 
so that we can provide a ‘wrap-around’ and faith-based education for our young 
Malachians. The result of this is that our boys receive strong pastoral support, are 
provided with curricular and extra-curricular excellence, they are encouraged to 
grow into good men, and are equipped to find and do their best. 

I can assure you that your son will be supported by a great staff team, some of 
whom are identified in the opening pages of this booklet. The College staff keep 
the interests and welfare of our boys central to all they do. Thankfully, for the vast 
majority of the time we are able to quickly address any concerns you may have 
at an early stage. That is largely due to the support of our parents/carers. All of 
the above has been recognised by the Inspectorate (ETI).  

When you turn this page you will read a brief welcome from the Head of Year 
8, Mr Niblock who will quickly pass you on to another more important message 
from Senan Sheridan. Senan has just completed his first year at the College, 
so it will be good to read his thoughts in preparation for your journey ahead. 
The remainder of this booklet is a “must-read”. It provides you with important 
information which will help you to settle into your new school environment. 
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Welcome to St. Malachy’s College!
Thank you for selecting St. Malachy’s College.  

We hope you will have a  
happy and successful career with us. 

This booklet is designed to help you get  
off to a good start. Study it carefully and use  

it to prepare for your first few  
days in the College.

Bring it with you on your first day!

Head of Year 8

Mr K. Niblock
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We will not be able to do all of our normal Year 8 activities which have been in 
place to help you settle into College life. However, we will aim to do as many of 
these as and when we are allowed. You will probably be the first Year 8 group 
to follow two different timetables in the one year. The traditional timetable will 
need to be altered initially to allow all of our pupils to have a combination of 
attending the school and learning at home – known as “blended learning”. We 
have practised off-site teaching and learning from mid-March, using the Google 
Classroom with many great results. You should aim to read the ICT section of this 
booklet to help you get ready. Of course, we would much rather that you would 
be joining us under normal circumstances, and follow all of our traditional ways of 
doing things. However, there can be a certain excitement of combining our face-
to-face teaching and learning with doing things remotely, using technology to help 
us out. Thankfully, we at St Malachy’s are good at doing this, and we have other 
platforms such as email, text service, FaceBook, Twitter, Instagram and the normal 
website to help with communication. Also, parents/carers will be signing up to 
ParentApp which will allow them to receive important information instantly. 

I will always refer to you as the Class of 2020 and you will hold a special place in 
the heart of the College.  You have lived through a strange and challenging time 
when you were not even able to say a proper good-bye to your primary school in 
the normal way. Your experiences, especially over the past number of months, will 
help all of us in the College to build on our own strengths and practise new and 
better ways of doing things.  You can be confident that you are coming to a great 
school which is ready and equipped to embrace a “new” norm.  The College has 
been around for some 187 years, and has continually thrived by helping to create 
new “norms”. You are a talented, intelligent and resilient group of boys who are 
going to help lead us through even more exciting times ahead. You, with us will 
ensure that the Class of 2020 will be the best yet in the history of the College – I 
am confident of that!  

Gloria ab intus 

Principal
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Hello and welcome.
My name is Senan Sheridan and I am the Year 8 Student Council repre-
sentative.  On behalf of all pupils at St Malachy’s, I would like to extend a 
warm welcome to you and congratulate you on earning your place at the 
College.  
As I write this, there is great uncertainty about what the new term in 
September will be like.  It is my hope that lockdown restrictions will have 
been eased sufficiently to enable all pupils to come to school, although it will 
surely be very different from the time St Malachy’s pupils last walked up 
the tree-lined avenue in March of this year.
One thing I am confident of, however, is that your teachers and other 
pupils will do everything they can to make you feel welcome.  
This time last year, when I had come to the end of primary school and 
was embarking on the next step of my journey, I remember the feelings 
of nervous excitement as I was about to start a new school.  St 
Malachy’s is a BIG school, with over one thousand pupils.  It’s bigger than 
the primary school I came from, and it will be much, much bigger than the 
schools that some of you have come from.
The first few days at St Malachy’s, however, are absolutely nothing to 
worry about because there is a gentle introduction for newcomers.  My 
first two days were spent on the Year 8 Summer Camp, where I got  to 
try out a number of sports and take part in different team-building 
activities. This was a great ice-breaker as I got  to know many new 
classmates and meet the many teachers and other members of staff 
who will guide you through your first year in the College. For your first 
days some of these arrangements may have to be changed slightly but I 
want to reassure you that you will be well looked after upon your arrival 
at our College.
I have felt at home in St Malachy’s College since my first day.  I hope 
you will feel the same way too.  

Senan Sheridan
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Principal

Mr P. McBride
Vice Principal

Pastoral
Mrs D. McCusker

Vice Principal

Curriculum
Mrs L. StewartHead of School KS3

Mr C. Heaney

Senior Leaders
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8A

Name: Ms T Artherton
Role: Year 8 Class Tutor
Subject: English, Drama and 
Journalism

Head of Year 8

Name: Mr K Niblock
Role: Head of Year 8
Subject: Sports Science, Careers 
and KS3 Science

Year 8 Pastoral Team

Name: Miss Largey
Role: Year 8 Class Tutor
Subject: English and Journalism

8B

Name: Ms McLaughlin
Role: Year 8 Class Tutor
Subject: English and Journalism
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Name: Ms O’Reilly
Role: Year 8 Class Tutor
Subject: Art & Design and Moving 
Image Arts

8C 8D

Name: Ms P Marcus
Role: Year 8 Class Tutor
Subjects: Geography, LLW, Shared 
Education

8E

Name: Mr O’Neill
Role: Class Tutor 8B
Subject: Irish and Computing
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8F

Name: Miss T Bell
Role: Class Tutor
Subject: Religious Studies and 
English



Pastoral Care in St. Malachy’s
There are over 1000 boys, 60 teachers and 30 Learning Support Staff in 

the College, plus office, canteen and maintenance staff. Quite a lot! Quite a 
change from Primary School! Don’t worry!  You will soon learn to cope!
 
Safeguarding
St. Malachy’s College has a  
Safeguarding Team who are  
there to support you.

Mr Toner 
KS4

Mrs McCusker
Vice Principal

Mr Heaney 
KS3

Mrs Rayot 
KS5

Mrs Devlin
KS4

Your Form Tutor
Your Form Tutor is responsible for everyone in your class and will help you if you have 
any problems or difficulties. If you are unhappy or worried about anything, you should 
have a chat with your Form Tutor who will try to help you.

Your Year Head
The Head of Year 8 is responsible for Year 8 pupils and will get to know you by talking 
to you and to your Form tutor.  You will meet with your Head of Year a lot during your 
first year, and at Year 8 Assemblies. On your first day you will be shown to your Head 
of Year’s room, where you can call in at any time if you have a problem and need to 
speak privately.  Your other teachers will introduce themselves when you meet them.

Counselling Service
If you need support and help, St. Malachy’s College offers a counselling service 
through Family Works. If you need to speak to the counsellor, you can ask your Form 
Tutor or Head of Year.

Mr Cooke 
Drugs Protection 

Officer

Ms Evans 
KS3

Mr Douglas 
SENCO

8

An example of the School Day
Below you can read about what a school day in St Malachy’s looks like.  
As we continue to move out of Lockdown the school day may initially 
take a different form .  Don’t worry about this!  We will help you settle 
and develop a good routine at St Malachy’s. 

School begins at 9.00am every day. At 8.55am you will go to your Form room for 
Registration and prayers. When this is finished you go to Period 1.

Assembly for Year 8 is held every Monday throughout the year in the College Hall 
from 1.25pm - 1.45pm.

School finishes at 3.25pm. It is a good idea to plan and practice your journey to school 
before you start attending St Malachy’s. 

Your Timetable
In St. Malachy’s College you will be studying some new subjects and you will have many 
different teachers. Therefore…
It is important that you get to know your timetable as quickly as possible. You will be 
given a copy in your first few days. Copy it into the front of your homework diary and 
make a small cardsized copy for your blazer pocket. Then you won’t go wrong!
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YOUR TIMETABLE:

• tells you what subject you have

• which room you have to go to

• what time each lesson starts and ends

• when you have break and lunch

AT HOME, refer to your timetable each evening:

• to check that you have ALL your homework done for  
 the next day

• to check that you have packed ALL your books and  
 equipment for the next day

• we use a two-week timetable so always check whether you  
 are on Week 1 or Week 2 when packing your bag. 
 

Example Timetable (Week 2)
Teacher

Room

Subject
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Your Schoolbag

The College Restaurant
You may bring your lunch with you or buy  
from our large variety of delicious, healthy  
and economical meals and snacks, prepared  
by our own cook Mr Colin Dewar and  
the catering staff. 
Our school follows a Healthy Eating Policy 
therefore no fizzy drinks, sweets, or  
chocolate are permitted. Nuts and nut  
products are forbidden due to a number of  
boys who have nut allergies.

This should be strong and sturdy for it has to carry  
a lot of books and equipment. EVERY DAY you should 
have in your bag: aJotter ; aHomework Diary; 
aTimetable; aTextbooks and exercise books for that 
day; aPencil case, containing pencils, pens, colouring 
pens/pencils, rubber, sharpener ; aRuler
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What about Lunch Clubs & After School activities?
Life in the College is not all study. There are lots of clubs. In your first  
few days you will be told about them. Here are some of them:

Basketball

Chess Club

Running

Irish Club

Maths Club

Rugby

Spanish Club

Homework Club

Choir

Folk Group

Anime Club

French Club

Filmmaking & Art Club

Soccer

History Club

SVP

Tin Whistle

Traditional Group

Drama Club

Jazz Band

Zoology Club

Debating Society

Animation Club
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Homework
This is an essential part of school work. It may be:

• a written exercise
• an essay, coursework or project work
• some reading
• something to learn e.g. French vocabulary
• a piece of research to be done e.g. in the College library or local library

It is a good idea to set aside a fixed period for homework each evening in a quiet
atmosphere without T.V., mobile phones or radio.

Always take pride in your work.
Do it neatly and well.
Show it to your parents
and talk to them about it.
Get them to help you a little
if you need it.
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 Finding your way around!
Most people, when they first come into St Malachy’s, say: ‘Looking up the 
  avenue from the Antrim Road, I had no idea it was so big!’  You probably 
        feel the same, so first you must find your way around. On your first 
day you will have a opportunity to watch a virtual tour of the College 
and your Form Tutor will show you how to plan your timetable It might 
be confusing at first but you’ll soon learn. If in doubt, ask a teacher or a 
senior pupil the way.
Each block of classrooms has a letter, e.g. A Block; B Block; etc. Each 
classroom has a letter and a number on the door e.g. A9; C16; etc. Art, 
Technology and some Science labs are in C Block; Geography, some 
Computer suites and Science labs are in E Block; some History rooms 
and another Computer suite are in A Block. Maths and Languages rooms 
      are in D and E Block. Music is in M1 and M2. We will guide you 
around and do tours in the first few days.

When you are moving from room to room, remember:

• to WALK on the RIGHT. DO NOT RUN.
• to hold doors open for STAFF and VISITORS
• to walk as QUIETLY and QUICKLY as you can.

Student Reception
You go here to check for lost property, to buy stationery, if any problems arise at 
break or lunchtimes, or if you need out for unavoidable appointments. If you feel ill, 
you must ask a teacher’s permission to go to the Matron.

College Library
This is open before school, at break, lunch, and after 
school. The Librarian will be happy to 
recommend and help you choose books. You 
can also book into the Computer Suite in the 
Library.
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What to do if...
I get lost
Don’t panic! St. Malachy’s College is a 
very big place but there are lots of friendly people who are glad to help.
At the start of the new term you will be given a copy of your timetable. It will tell 
you which classes you have each day and where you go for them. Your Tutor will ask 
you to copy this timetable into your diary but you will also keep a paper copy in 
the top pocket of your blazer.
If you get lost show your timetable to any teacher or Prefect and they will help you 
get to the correct room. 

I am late to school
You should be in school no later than 08:55am and Tutor Group starts promptly at 
9.00am. If you are late into school you must go to the Reception at the 
          front of the school to sign in. Then, depending on the time,  
   you either go to Registration or one of your classes. You  
   must bring a note to explain why you are late.
   In this booklet, there is a map of the College on page 15.  
   It gives you an idea of where each subject is taught in  
   the school.
    Over the summer, have a look at the map. 
         Remember, the school is arranged alphabetically 
      with A Block at the front of the school, near the 
   Canteen, and C, D & E Block at the opposite end of 
  the College near the Sports Hall and Pitch.

I have to go to a rehearsal instead of class
Some music and sports groups will have a practice or 
rehearsal which happens during the day. You will have to 
tell your Subject teacher so that you can be marked in. 
However, you will be shown very clearly how to do  
this at the start of term so don’t worry.
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I need to be excused for part of a day or 
whole day
If you have to come late to school or leave school early due to a dental 
appointment, for example, you must bring in a note to your Tutor from your 
parents/carers at least the day before the appointment.  Your Tutor will give you a 
part-day absence slip which you show to every teacher whose class you miss and 
you can show it to the Office when you sign in.
If you come in late or go home early because of an appointment, you must sign in 
or sign out at the Reception. No pupil can leave the College without permission.

If you need a full day off you must bring a note to your Form Tutor in advance. 
If you need more than one day off, parents/carers must send a written request to the 
Principal.

I am sick and cannot go to school
If you are unable to go to school, your parent or carer should telephone the 
College to explain that you will not be in (028 9074 8285) or email your Form Tutor. 
On returning to the College you must bring an absence note signed by your parent 
or carer.
Remember, if you are absent either due to an appointment or illness you must get 
caught up with any missing work. If you need help with this, ask the relevant Subject 
teachers or your FormTutor, or one of your friends.

I feel sick in school
If you feel unwell in class, tell the teacher and 
he/she will send you to the Matron. The Matron 
is found at the front of the College near the door 
to the Office. The Matron will look after you 
and hopefully will help you to go back to 
class. If necessary, however, she will 
telephone home to talk to a parent or 
carer. You need your teacher’s 
permission to go to Matron and she 
can decide whether or not to 
send you home.
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ICT use in St. Malachy’s College

When you first arrive at St Malachy’s learning from home 
may still form part of your school experience.  At St 
Malachy’s we use  Google Classroom to structure your 
learning when you are working from home.  Please read 
the information below and you will learn more about ICT 
use in St Malachy’s. 

Usernames and passwords

Every pupil is responsible for their own C2k username and password and 
must keep this secure throughout their years at school.  If you forget your 
c2k password ask your teacher to reset it for you.  If a teacher is not available 
contact the school ICT Manager (Mr. O’Kane)

Most online services are accessed via MySchool (www.c2kschools.net).  
Remember, when accessing many services (eg Office 365 or G Suite) you 
must enter your username in the format auser123@c2ken.net. 

Access to work that was saved in your Documents folder in school is 
through the MyFiles app in MySchool. www.c2kschools.net > View All > Files 
and Apps  
This also provides access to Shared Documents folder.  
File storage is also available via One Drive and Google Drive. 

Google Classroom

The school uses Google Classroom as an online classroom for assignments, 
homework and course content.  Most of your resources will be placed on 
this by your subject teacher.
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To get into Google Classroom
Go to MySchool (www.c2kschools.net) and log in with your c2k 1. 
username and password.

Go to the App panel on the right hand side of the screen and click 2. 
View All

Go to the tab G Suite for Education > Google Classroom3. 

You click on the settings cog at the top right to find the class code. 4. 
Click on the tiny triangle next to the code to “Display.”

Students click the plus icon in the upper right hand corner and 5. 
enter the join code. They are in.

Students click on the Classwork tab and look for assignments that 6. 
have a dark icon. Those are not done.

Students click on the assignment stripe to expand out a preview of 7. 
the assignment.

Students should be in the habit of clicking on “View Assignment” to 8. 
see any work that is attached or to add work to the assignment.

Students click the blue button to submit. The blue button will 9. 
either say “Mark as Done” or “Turn In.”

Get students in the habit of clicking the “View Your Work” link 10. 
at the top of the Classwork page to see the status of their 
assignments and what they need to complete.
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Useful apps on MySchool
Services What it does Where to find it 

from outside school

MyFiles

Provides access to your school 
Documents folder and Shared 
Documents folder. 

Access to Office 365 tools and 
services for online collaboration and 
productivity including: 
• Outlook Email 
• Teams 
• One Drive 
• One Note 
• Word 
• Excel 
• PowerPoint 

Access to G Suite tools and 
services for online collaboration and 
productivity including: 
• Classroom 
• Drive 
• Docs 
• Sheets 
• Slides 

Office 365

Outlook

G Suite

Classroom

www.c2kschools.net 
> View All > Files 
and Apps  
 

www.c2kschools.net  
 
Alternatively, sign into 
the mobile app with 
your C2k username 
(auser123@c2ken.
net)  
 
 

www.c2kschools.net 
then View All >  G 
Suite for Education 
  
Alternatively, sign 
in to the mobile 
app with your 
C2k username 
(auser123@c2ken.
net) 
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e-Safety
St Malachy’s College embraces the use of ICT and is committed to 
educating all pupils on the importance of E Safety.

The following structures are in place to support and educate all within 
the school community on the issue of E safety:

e-Safety Officers (includes Designated Child Protection Officer • 
and C2KManager) 

ICT Staff • 

Staff Digital Leader • 

Head of ICT (Mr Crozier)  • 

Heads of School• 

e-Safety Governor• 

student e-Safety committee (sub-committee of the School • 
Council)

All students are expected to adhere to the rules provided in the 
ICT Acceptable Use Policy which will be provided during your Year 8 
Induction.  There are over 140 workstations across the six computers 
suites on site.  Pupils must treat all computer suites with respect and 
adhere to the classroom rules.

The Department of Education has launched a Safer Schools App 
which parents can download. The details and information on this App 
can be found on the College Website.
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Every Child a Reader 
As a Malachian, one of the most important 
parts of your journey towards success is your 
ability to use language. Reading, therefore, is 
central to your awareness of the world around 
you and the progress you make at school.

‘Show me a family of  
readers, and I will show  

you the people who will  move  
the world.’ Napoleon Bonaparte

Read to Succeed

That’s why, at St Malachy’s College, our vision is that every child will be a reader.

The Library 
The College Library provides a great 
resource that is there to help you develop 
your love of reading.

Each Year 8 class is given a timetabled 
library period where they can select 
books from our wide selection of both 
fiction and non-fiction texts.

Our KS3 pupils also have access to the 
Accelerated Reader programme. 

Title Author What’s it like?

The Gone Series Michael Grant  A supernatural, science 
  fiction thriller.
Jamie Johnson Dan Freedman Rags to riches story of a   
  school boy football star.
Harry Potter  JK Rowling  The World famous    
  adventures of the Hogwarts   
  school boy.
The Enemy  Charlie Higson A post-apocalyptic zombie   
  thriller.
A Wrinkle in Time  Madeleine L’Engle Captivating story of a   
  parallel universe.
War Horse Michael Morpurgo An original take on war   
  and friendship.

What books might hook me in my first year at St Malachy’s?
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What is Accelerated Reader?
Accelerated Reader is an online programme that 
helps encourage you to read more regularly for 
pleasure.

You take quizzes on books you have read, whilst your 
teachers and parents can see (and celebrate) the 
progress you have made within your own reading.

Our expectation at St Malachy’s College is that each 
Junior School Pupil will read for a minimum of 35 
minutes a day, and that you will aim to complete at 
least one book quiz per month.

By actively reading for pleasure and engaging in the programme, you will be enhancing 
your literacy skills in preparation for your GCSE examinations; more importantly, you 
will be developing a greater awareness of yourself and the world around you. 

Rewarding and Celebrating Reading Success 
AR has already had a big impact on the College. 
In 2018-19, the boys in KS3 read 2,438 novels 
and 160 million words. In 2020 that has risen to 
over 4,000 novels and over 227 million words.

What’s more, we regularly reward certificates to 
our ‘Word Millionaires’ and hold a word count 
competition between classes. Last year’s winners 
celebrated their reading success with a film and 
pizza. We hope to see you there next year too!

‘There are many little ways to enlarge your child’s world. Love of books is the best of all.’ 
Jackie Kennedy

‘To read is to voyage 
through time.’ Carl Sagan
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A World Worth Fighting For
You can go through life without thinking,

But that isn’t life’s true call.
It’s much better to think and help in this world,

Instead of not thinking at all.

In these days of humanity’s lockdown,
Mother Nature has opened our eyes,

To a world we could only imagine,
As we look towards the clear skies.

Could it be that we are the problem?
As nature’s blooms unfurl,

Without humanity’s presence,
Mother Nature is mending our world.

Do you think we should dare imagine,
This is how our future will be?

Clean air, clean skies, clean water, clean lives,
How sad it’s taken, so long to finally see.

 
Mother Nature is fighting our battle,

But for us we could do more.
If anything, this time has proven,

We have a world worth fighting for!

By Cain Armstrong-Quigley 8A

Learning in Lockdown
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TURNING 12
March is the month of my birth 
And that’s when all of the earth 

Closed down the shutters of shops 
When life as we know it- did stop. 

Why did you steal my football?
Now I have no friends to call 

The hugs from my Gran I missed 
Covid, enough of this! 

To be honest I loved the weather 
But please get your act together 

Back to normal I crave to be 
To join my friends in 8B. 

By Oisin Mackey 8B 
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Corona arrived out of the blue  
A virus to kill us disguised as a flu 

The schools they all closed shops and churches did too 
The world as we knew it all became anew.

Traffic stood still planes, trains and cars 
This is beginning to look like round 2 of SARS 

People wore masks, were confined to the house 
Bustling towns and cities became quiet as a mouse

Hospitals jam-packed with covid-19 
Scientists struggled to find a vaccine 

People washing their hands to keep them germ free 
Schooling became pupils using a screen

Boris Johnson ignored his own personal advice  
The outcome he learned was not very nice 

People were dying where would it end?  
We couldn’t even go for a walk with a friend

The traffic and planes, the cause of pollution 
The earth started to heal as we searched for a solution 

People were dying left right and centre 
Everywhere closed so we couldn’t enter.

The nurses and doctors who did a great job  
Were on strike months earlier for a few extra bob  

So heroes are born where you least expect it  
Pulling together so covid would exit.

The only way to beat covid 19 
Keep your distance and keep your hands clean. 

Lessons we learn and what is essential 
Are family and friends and to stay residential.

By Oisin Lynch 8C

Corona Virus
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Covid 19
Silence in the streets, school corridors are empty 

We cannot even leave our homes as this virus can be deadly. 
Our grandparents in isolation they must stay 
Only essential travel permitted once a day. 

Social distancing measures put in place 
Remember wash hands and don’t touch your face. 

I’m itching to get back to school re-entering the classroom 
Returning to the pitch to play with my fellow classmates 

I’ve learned some things are tough while in lockdown 
Like not having my extended family around 

We now take joy in simple things 
Baking, puzzles and zoom meetings 

Running and dog walking is our exercise 
Appreciating nature with our eyes 

We hear the bird song clearly as no traffic in the street 
I love the sound of the crunching twigs underneath my feet 

Returning to the College I’ll look a different man 
I’ve grown an inch, cut my hair and gained an extra pound.

By Darragh McStravick 8F
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A World Worth Fighting For 
Our world is a world worth fighting for, 

We stick together to fight. 

We are at its core, 

We shall not cower in fright. 

Our world is a world worth fighting for, 

We can do what we wish, 

But we protect our earth, 

It is like an ocean and we are merely fish. 

Our world is a world worth fighting for, 

We have our time to live and fight. 

The clock will chime soon, 

But we shall stick with it all day and night.

Dara Cassidy 8A
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COVID-19 
People standing outside 
Shops 2 metres apart, 
I didn’t think it was 

That bad at the 
Start. I overheard my 

Mum telling my younger 
That everywhere was closed 

For a spring clean 
I knew she was just trying to soften the 

Blow, this was not all 
A dream1 I’m hearing 
Of people panic buying 

Food. Families spending time 
Together trying to lighten 

The mood. I want to 
Meet my friends that 

I haven’t seen but 
That is all part of 

Covid-19 

By Shae McAtamney 8B
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Covid-19 
This new virus is a deadly disease  

“Stay inside” cause there’s no vaccine  
“Wash your hands often” and after your daily routines  

We must be sure we are nice and clean  
This might be good for the control of the virus  

but not for me! 

Because I miss friends and family  
And online school is not for me! 

Lock down is boring, not much to do  
one outing a day and that’s the rule  
No hurling, no gaelic, no team sports  

Except claps for the NHS for all the work they do  
Saving the lives of people like you 

How crazy can this Earth be  
We must all come together and agree  

Covid-19 will be gone  
I guarantee. But when, this I cannot see! 

By Ryan Donaldson 8C
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Some Important
‘Make Sures’

MAKE SURE:
• your name is on all your property, including P.E. kit, 
 schoolbag & trainers

• if you are travelling by bus, that you are 
 familiar with the bus routes and timetables

• you are always in for 08:55am

• you wear proper uniform

• to bring a pen, books, this booklet and your 
 homework diary on your first day

• you back all your textbooks and exercise 
 books

• to get involved with at least one of our clubs
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Gloria Ab Intus 
We hope that you and your family will have a good summer and will be refreshed 

and ready for the start of  Year 8.

Keep an eye on the dedicated Year 8 page of our College website for useful 
information throughout the summer. www.stmalachyscollege.com 

Facebook: St Malachy’s College    Twitter: @St_Malachys     
Instagram: @stmalachys

There will be a phased approach to the beginning of the year for our new Year 8 
pupils.  The College will be in touch over the summer period with more specific 

information on arrangements for the pupils first days at school. 
Head of Year 8 
Mr Kevin Niblock
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When 
I got accepted 

into St. Malachy’s College, I 
couldn’t wait. I had heard and 

seen so many good things about 
the school. Whenever I walked up 
Lincoln Avenue in my new school 
uniform, I was overwhelmed and 
nervous at the size of the school. Once 
I got in, I realised there was nothing to 
be worried about. The teachers were 
really nice and welcoming and I felt 

immediately at home. I couldn’t 
wait to get started! 

Jude 8C 
St MacNissi’s Primary School

My first 
few weeks at St 

Malachy’s were very enjoyable 
as everyone was so welcoming, 

from the teachers to the students. 
What I liked most was the vast range 

of extra-curricular activities to take 
up.  Personally, I love to run and play 
football and I found out that there 

is a Year 8 football team and a great 
running club that I have taken part of since the 
first week. We have been to the Pre-Districts 

race, The Districts and the Ulsters all in 
the space of four weeks. (This also got 

me out of school for almost the 
whole day for each race!)

Then 
our FIRST week 

of school came. I was so 
nervous but also so excited. The 

students and teachers were so nice 
and there were so many new subjects. 

There was one thing that was extremely 
new to me, THE TRAIN. I was so excited 
to get the train because I felt a level of 
responsibility as I knew there were no 
parents to help me, but the older boys 

showed me where to go and I loved it. 
As the weeks flew by, I was getting 

more and more settled in and 
soon enough it was 

Christmas!

Lewis 8A
Our Lady of Lourdes Park Lodge

This 
year was my 

first year in St Malachy’s 
and all I can say is that it was 
eventful, and I enjoyed every 

second of it! Probably one of the 
best things in the year is the

Martin McMullan 
race, which 
I won by 
miles!.

Eoin 8A
Our Lady of Lourdes Park Lodge
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Jude 8E 

Christ the Redeemer Primary School



What is Bullying?

Bullying is defined as 
The Addressing Bullying in Schools Act (Northern Ireland) 2016 states that,
“Bullying includes (but is not limited to) the repeated use of—
(a) any verbal, written or electronic communication,
(b) any other act*, or
(c) any combination of those,
by a pupil or a group of pupils against another pupil or group of pupils, with the intention of 
causing physical or emotional harm to that pupil or group of pupils.”
* “act” includes omission”.

All unacceptable behaviour must be challenged, whether it is bullying or not.

There are many different ways that bullying behaviour can be displayed. This could include:
● Being called nasty names, teased, made fun of, threatened or put down
● Being hit, kicked, punched, tripped up or knocked over
● Having belongings stolen or damaged
● Having rumours or gossip spread about you or people talking about you behind your back
● Being left-out, excluded or isolated
● Being forced to do something you don’t want to do or know that is wrong

Cyber Bullying
Cyber bullying is bullying behaviour that is displayed through mobile/smart phones or the internet. This 
could include:
● Hurtful, embarrassing or threatening material posted online (eg. on social network websites)
● Nasty messages sent as texts, emails or other websites or apps
● Being excluded from an online game
● Fake profiles on a social network to make fun of others

Who can help?

Staff
All staff have a shared responsibility for the development of an anti-bullying culture. It is the duty of all 
staff to report any concern regarding bullying. Staff with specific responsibilities in relation to bullying are:

● Form Tutors
● Head of  Year
● Head of School

Students
Students have a responsibility to respect the rights of every other individual in the College. Students must 
treat all others with respect and must not engage in bullying behaviour. They should report bullying of which 
they are aware to a member of staff. 
There is a dedicated team of Anti- Bullying Prefects who are trained by an external agency and a Resilience 
Team who have completed accredited courses; OCN Mental Health Awareness Level 2 and OCN Peer 
Mentoring Skills in Practice Level 2. These students are available for peer support at designated times.

Counselling Services 
The College has access to counselling through Familyworks, funded by DENI and a counsellor is available 
one day a week. Through the Vice Principal, students are referred to other agencies for counselling as 
appropriate and family counselling support services can be availed of through a referral to the Family Hub.

The Safeguarding Team
The College has a designated Child Protection team. The Vice Principal is the Designated Teacher and the 
three Heads of School are the Deputy Designated Teachers, along with a Head of Year for Key Stage 4, the 
Drugs Prevention Officer and the Specialist SEN teacher for Key Stage 3. The Safeguarding Team will deal 
with any issues that arise from reported incidents of bullying.

External Agencies
The College maintains strong links with agencies to provide a relevant preventative curriculum.

Parents
The College works in partnership with parents and carers to support our students pastorally and 
academically. Parents have the right to expect that the College is a secure and supportive environment 
for their children. They have a responsibility to ensure that their children respect all others in the College. 
Parents should take responsibility for monitoring their child’s use of the Internet and mobile devices. Parents 
should report any alleged bullying of which they are aware to the relevant Head of Year.



How will we help?

Interventions/ Support/ Sanctions 
The main aim of any intervention is to RESPOND to the bullying that is taking place, RESOLVE the concern 
and RESTORE the well-being of all those involved. 

Support for all parties may include:
● Behaviour Management Programmes, including Individual Behaviour Plan (support and    
 strengthening), target setting with incentives and consequences 
● Social and Emotional Mentoring by an identified member of staff
● Facilitated Reconciliation
● Restorative Questioning
● Peer support from a member of the Anti- Bullying and/ or Resilience Team
● Referral to the Counselling Service
(The strategies outlined above incorporate Effective Responses to Bullying Behaviour from the NI Anti-Bullying 
Forum (NIABF) and the resources provided by the NIABF will be used by staff)

Sanctions will be used, as required in accordance with the Behaviour Management Policy. 
These include:
● Red flag discussion and recording of incident on SIMS
● Demerit
● Tutor Detention
● Head of Year Detention
● Head of School Detention
● Supervision during break and lunch for a period of time
● School Bus Ban
● Internal Suspension
● Suspension

Preventative Curriculum

The College provides a structured and relevant preventative curriculum which includes raising awareness 
of bullying. It is made clear to students that all instances of bullying are unacceptable and will be treated 
seriously. The issue of bullying is addressed through the Tutorial Programmes, Assemblies and relevant 
subject Schemes of Work. Anti-bullying messages are also actively promoted through Anti-Bullying Week, 
Safer Internet Week and visits from outside speakers. Year 14 pupils make up the Anti-Bullying Team and the 
Resilience Team.  They have a high profile with the pupils and posters identifying the team and how to speak 
to them are displayed prominently within the College. The team leads workshops during anti-bullying week 
and are available at specified times for peer support.
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