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MISSION STATEMENT 

 

"St Malachy's College, as a Catholic school, is dedicated to providing academic excellence in the 

context of a Christian community ethos. It seeks to preserve its traditions of spirituality and learning so 

that all pupils, staff and parents can experience continuity in achievement and further their own 

spiritual, educational and personal growth in a pleasant interesting, and stimulating environment. " 

 

The Board of Governors of St Malachy's College is very pleased to present to the annual report for the 

academic year 2017 – 2018. 

 

The year just past has been another very busy and highly successful one for the College Community. There 

has been increasing emphasis on developing a medium term strategic approach to improvement and the 

process of self-evaluation. However, the Board is committed to its Mission Statement. It is based on the 

premise that belief in a God of love, justice and forgiveness is essential to the education of the whole 

person. What makes the Catholic school distinctive is its religious dimension, and this is to be found in: 

• The education climate and culture  

• The personal development of each student, teacher and member of the school community 

• The relationship established between culture and the Gospel  

• The illumination of all knowledge with the light of faith  

• A synthesis of culture and faith.  

The Board is fully aware of the need both to foster the needs of all pupils and to continue to make its 

unique contribution to building relationships in the community. 

A. ENROLMENT 

Total numbers enrolled on, the official school census – 1094 

B. STAFFING 

We welcomed the following members of staff: 

 

Mr David Strange – Head of Music 

Mr Christopher Johnston – Teacher of History and Politics 

 

Departures 

 

The following members of staff left the College: 

Mr Ross Corrigan – Teacher of Science  

 

The following appointments were made for 2018/19: 

Mr Timothy Rocks – Teacher of Physics 

Miss Aine Jordan – Teacher of Chemistry 

Miss Jacinta Keelan – Teacher of English 

Mrs Sarah McLaughlin – Teacher of English 

 

We are happy to acknowledge the tremendous work done by the members of staff and wish them every 

blessing. 
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Be it known to all who 

enter here: Christ is the 

reason for all we do. He 

is the invisible presence 

in every classroom, 

made visible through 

our relationships with 

the pupils and with each 

other. 

 

RELIGIOUS STUDIES 

 

The College Mission Statement makes it clear that St. Malachy’s is a 

Catholic school, which is dedicated to providing academic excellence in 

the context of a Christian community ethos. The College, among many 

other things, seeks to ensure that all pupils and staff experience 

opportunities for their own spiritual growth and faith development. In 

view of this, the following opportunities were provided. 

 

Mass was celebrated four days a week in the College Chapel at 8.30 am 

(on Wednesday mornings and Friday lunchtimes there is Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament).  In October 

we had the Mass for the Year 8 pupils and their families. It provided an excellent opportunity for parents, 

pupils and staff to meet in a spiritual context. 

 

The annual St. Malachy’s Mass, held in St. Patrick’s Church on Friday 27th October, provided the 

opportunity for the whole College to gather as a community. This year saw the commissioning of seven 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion from Year 14.  The Old Boys’ Association had their Mass 

for deceased pupils and members of staff in early November. 

  

During the year various year-group liturgies were held in the College Chapel to mark liturgical seasons or 

special events. Each year group had an Advent Prayer Service in the College Chapel to mark the end of the 

first term and to help pupils prepare for Christmas. The College staff had their own Carol Service on the 

last day of class before the Christmas holidays. The season of Lent was marked with Ash Wednesday 

services and Holy Week was marked with a pupil-led Passion Service for each year group. Year 9 led a 

dramatic re-enactment of the Stations of the Cross through the College.  The College was represented at 

the Chrism Mass in St. Peter’s Cathedral on Holy Thursday. There was the annual Day of Prayer for the 

college family in the Chapel, with Eucharistic Adoration from 9am - 3pm. Many staff and boys gave up 

15/20 minutes during the day. 

 

The College continued to be conscious of its role in the wider community.  

 

St. Vincent de Paul Conference: The SVP Conference in the College continued to go from strength to 

strength. The pupils extended their outreach programme to the local community by networking with other 

schools, raising money, buying Christmas presents and distributing hampers to local families, a vital aspect 

of the work of the SVP. The students were involved in visitations to the North Queen Street Residential 

Home, and performed a Christmas Concert there and at Clifton Nursing Home. Along with the newly 

established College Folk Choir, the conference paid a Christmas visit to the Newington Day Centre. The 

College maintained its charitable links with Grainne House in the New Lodge, working with Newington 

SVP.  

 

 

Diocesan/Parish initiatives: The John Paul II Award continued this year, for year 13/14 pupils, co-

ordinated by Mr. Brendan Dowd. The scheme aims to encourage parish involvement, social awareness 

(involvement in the life of community and society) and an increased understanding of the teaching and role 

of the Catholic Church in the world.  There are currently 12 boys who are committed to the scheme from a 

number of parishes. They are actively engaged in witness in a variety of ways, from SVP, Youth Alpha, 

working with Primary school children Parish GIFT Programme and preparing with Living Youth 
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volunteers for the papal visit in August for the World Meeting of Families. Their parish work involved 

active participation such as assisting with the offertory collection, Parish Folk Groups, Parish Stations of 

the Cross. The boys also assisted at the College Open Nights and promotion of and participation in the 

College Lenten Programme. 

 

Other pupils were also involved in other activities in their parishes and the College, such as serving at 

Mass, reading at Mass and as helpers at the children’s liturgy. Many of our pupils were also very generous 

with their musical talents and were heavily involved in other choirs, folk groups and prayer groups.   

 

Fund-raising for Charity: raising awareness among pupils and staff about those in need in our world 

continued to be an important feature of College life and providing opportunities for pupils and staff to 

concretely respond to the needs of others remained a priority. Fund-raising continued throughout the year, 

with high points during Advent and Lent. The pre-Christmas collections were focused on SVP, while 

Trócaire was the main beneficiary of the Lenten generosity. Almost £3,000 was raised for Trócaire.   

 

Retreats 

Year 14 students had the opportunity to go on retreat in the autumn to Clonard Monastery. The Clonard 

Youth Team delivered their retreat. Each year 8 class had a retreat at Living Youth (Berry Street) in June.  

 

End of Year Events: The year came to a close for the Year 12 and Year 14 students in May. The year 14 

Leavers’ Mass was held on an evening in early May and family and friends joined the students who were 

leaving the College. The Mass was held in the College Chapel. Students had an opportunity to look back 

and give thanks to God for the good things over the past number of years and also a chance to look forward 

and ask God’s blessing for the road ahead. 
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D. Finance 

The Finance and Audit Committee of the Board of Governors has met regularly during the year to fulfil all 

the legal obligations, and to examine the proposed annual budget for 2018-2019. The College auditors 

gave a very favourable report on the College’s financial and accounting procedures in respect of the 

2017/2018 year. 

 

 

Income and Expenditure for 2017/2018 

    

Expenditure   Income 

 

 

Teaching staff  

Other staff  

Other Operating Costs 

Stationery, books & 

materials  

Examination fees  

Purchase of equipment 

Rent, rates, insurance 

Heat, light & power 

Maintenance   

Transport   

Postage and telephone  

Advertising & printing 

Cleaning materials,  

Hire & contracted 

Audit & professional fees 

Other costs  

VAT 

 

 

 

£108,342 

  £70,634 

  £55,060 

  £60,492 

£134,360 

£123,182 

  £35,175 

  £29,807 

  £62,897 

  £24,734 

  £16,318 

  £20,867 

  £55,809 

 £101,420                       

   

 

   

£3,439,009 

£1,319,983 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    £899,097 

DENI 

Grants 

Other 

income 

£5,673,934 

 

   

     £92,756 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  £5,658,089  £5,766,690 

Surplus       108,601             

     

  £5,766,690  £5,766,690 

 

Accumulated surplus at 1 April 2017         £138,865 

 

Accumulated surplus at 31 March 2018         £247,466 

 

 

The College prepares financial projections for a three-year cycle and plans to achieve a break-even 

financial position by 31st March 2020. 
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School Meals Revenue Account 

 

Expenditure   Income 

 

 

Food 

Wages 

Heat & light 

Other costs 

 £141,817 

   £91,649 

   £12,182 

   £20,627 

 

 

 

 

 £266,275 

Sale of meals 

DENI Grants 

Other income 

  £168,913 

    £98,586 

           £36 

 

   £266,275    £267,535 

Surplus       £1,260        

   £267,535    £267,535 

 

Accumulated surplus at 1 April 2017           £(378) 

 

Accumulated surplus at 31 March 2018              £882 

 

 

 

The College operated the following additional accounts in the year ended 31 August 2018: 

 

Pitch Account 

The College operates an account for the letting of our 3G pitch. At 31 August 2018 there were fund 

reserves of £108,621. These funds will be used for replacement of the pitch surface in due course and 

capital projects on the school site.   

Fund-raising Account 

The College operates a fund-raising account. Funds raised from the College’s designated charities are 

lodged into this bank account and cheques written to the charities accordingly. Money is also lodged in 

relation to fundraising activities undertaken by the College, donations from alumni and money raised for 

school trips and receipts from Parents for iPad payments. 

At 31 August 2018 there was a cash balance of funds of £97,797. 

Shop Account 

The College previously operated a “Shop Account” which included commission from drinks vending and 

sundry sales. 

There is an historic balance of funds of £7,478 at 31 August 2018. 
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E. Academic Results 

 

The College continues to perform to an excellent standard in public examinations. Although this is not the 

only goal of education, nevertheless we are still committed to ensure that our students receive high quality 

teaching and learning which enables them to meet their goals and projects them on their individual career 

paths. St. Malachy’s College is committed to each and every pupil who is enrolled in the College and aims 

to maximise his potential.   Pupils are encouraged to set their own targets, take ownership of their learning 

and measure their progress according to those standards. The Board of Governors continues to support the 

College Staff on this journey of sustained improvement. The Standards and Achievements sub-committee 

of the Board meets regularly to assist with review of academic progress, not only using the end of year 

outcomes but also monitoring progress using the internal data generated at key points throughout the 

academic year. This forum is used to challenge, support, promote, celebrate and enable the College to 

sustain this academic improvement.   

 

Public examination results in 2018 were very pleasing; and in some areas the outcomes were, yet again, the 

best on record.  Once again, the academic targets set for the year were met, and exceeded in some 

categories. This outcome indicates a sustained improvement at GCSE and significant improvement at A2, 

representing the best outcomes to date. This reflects the industrious efforts of our students, the support of 

parents and guardians and the dedication and professionalism of the College staff. 

At A-level, an impressive 82.4% of the student body of 119 who completed their A-level courses obtained 

3 or more grade A*-C passes (cf. page 76 this report). The subject pass rate was 99.7%, and across 25 

subject areas 16 departments (64%) attained over 90% A*-C Grades. At a student level one student 

attained 5 A*/A passes, 7 additional students achieved 4 A*/A grades and 23 students achieved 3 A*/A 

grades. The cumulative data reveals a significant increase in boys being awarded A*/A grades, 41.5% of 

grades awarded were in the category. The allocation of A*-B grades, which is a focus for the College, 

accounted for 72.9%. This signifies the best outcome to date.  

In Year 13, all students follow a broad curriculum, preparing for AS examinations in three or four subjects. 

The subject pass rate was 95.7% with 52.7% of the students gaining 3 or more A*-C grades at AS level. 

Focusing at individual student outcomes, 9 students achieved 3 or more A grades. 

At GCSE level (cf. page 80 of this report) the College sustained the improvement which has been 

established over the past cycle of SDP.  98.2% of the GCSE students secured A*- C grades in five subjects 

or more, including English & Mathematics.  93.3 % achieved A*- C grades in seven subjects or more also 

including English and Mathematics. The top achiever attained 10A* grades, 7 students achieved 10 A*/A 

grades and 10 additional students achieved 9 Grade A*/A. Raising achievement continues to be a focus for 

the College, ensuring that students are challenged to achieve their best. 

 

The Governors, Senior Leadership Team, Middle management and all Staff are continuing to work 

together to ensure the upward trend at all Key Stages. The outstanding work and diligent approach have 

resulted in a sustained improvement at all levels. A tremendous effort was focused at all examination 

cohorts with numerous interventions and supportive measures put in place. Extended opening hours and 

additional revision classes are now part of the culture within the College environment. A culture of 

rigorous review and target setting is becoming further embedded. The use of personalised action plans and 

targets for departments, individual staff and students continue to impact positively on academic progress 

and quality of pupil experience at all levels.   
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ART, DESIGN AND MOVING IMAGE ARTS  

  

September 2017 

In September the annual after school enrichment classes commenced for students at Key Stages 3 and 4. 

Students interested in developing their skills in the Visual Arts were afforded the opportunity to realize 

their creative intentions in a wide range of activities after school on Tuesdays and Wednesdays, with 

students participating in filmmaking, animation, drawing, painting and work in ceramics. 

Student support classes also commenced after school on Tuesdays for students at KS4 and KS5 in Art and 

Design, to assist students in realising their potential in Visual Arts in public examinations.    

 

October 2017 

Moving Image Arts student Thomas Purdy came first in Cinemagic’s Young Filmmaker Competition. 

Year 13 Moving Image Arts student Thomas Purdy lifted the first of three awards he would receive in 

relation to his truly superb and evocative exploration of the moral dilemma facing a photojournalist in war 

torn Bosnia Herzegovina, and the supernatural retribution that could ensue. The film with which Thomas 

won first prize in the under 17 category, was part of the GCSE coursework that Thomas submitted for 

Moving Image Arts. 

 

October 2017 

Two students from KS4 and KS5 in St Malachy’s were successful with their applications for professional 

training by the British Film Institute on the prestigious BFI Film Academy project. Throughout the year 

the students worked weekends and after school to achieve their qualifications and create a short film.  

 

19 October 2017 

Moving Image Arts students from years 13 and 14 participated in a one-day workshop with author, actor 

and presenter Sir Tony Robinson and Brian Henry Martin from Doubleband Films, exploring the working 

practices of the documentary filmmaker in planning, presenting and post production. 

 

20 October 2017 

Moving Image Arts students from years 13 and 14 along with a number of year 12 students participated in 

a one-day workshop exploring Alfred Hitchcock and the Classical Hollywood Style and the concept of the 

auteur in film. The workshop organised as part of the annual Cinemagic festival was this year again led by 

Mr Tony McKibben, a leading authority, author and lecturer in film from the University of Edinburgh. 

 

October 2017 

Moving Image arts students participate in various Cinemagic Festival events, including screenings of films 

within the festival programme and jury panels for shortlisted film submissions. 

 

24 October 2017 

On 24 October, Art and Design students from years 13 and 14 visited Royal Ulster Academy exhibition in 

the Ulster Museum and attended a talk by artist Eddie Rafferty to help to broaden their perspectives and 

gain inspiration for their own artistic endeavours. 

 

14 November 2017 

On 14 November Art and Design students from years 11 and 12 visited Royal Ulster Academy exhibition 

in the Ulster Museum and attended a talk by artist Peter O’Neill to help to broaden their perspectives and 

gain inspiration for their own artistic endeavours. 
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November 2017 

St Malachy’s Student, Thomas Purdy is Tops, with a Hat Trick of Awards for Filmmaking! 

 

Yet again the filmmakers from St Malachy’s College were in the limelight with unprecedented success. In 

front of a sellout audience at the Odyssey Cinema on Thursday 23 November, dedicated filmmaker, 

Thomas Purdy picked up First Place at the CCEA Showcase for his GCSE Film “Snapshot”. Thomas, who 

is currently studying AS Moving Image Arts at St Malachy’s College, picked up his third award this 

autumn, for this powerful and evocative psychological suspense film, exploring moral dilemmas and 

consequences of abandonment in wartime Bosnia Herzegovina. Having previously being placed third 

overall by CCEA in his GCSE Moving Image Arts examination, Thomas went on to lift First Place in 

Cinemagic’s Young Filmmaker Competition earlier this month, before being recognised as the Top GCSE 

Filmmaker a week earlier. 

 

This year’s success makes it seven in a row for the North Belfast college. Joe Gallagher, Head of Visual 

Arts at St Malachy’s College said, “It really is unbelievable that our students keep winning awards. At the 

Showcase Ceremony, exam board CCEA announced that annually 1,400 students sit this subject. To work 

with our students, who year after year keep producing outstanding, creative films of superlative standards, 

really is quite humbling and is such a privilege.”  

 

The audience at the CCEA Showcase were addressed by former Moving Image Arts students Megan 

McArdle, who currently is working for the BBC and independent filmmaker and former St Malachy’s 

award willing student Leo McGuigan, who both movingly spoke words of encouragement to all 

participants and glowingly praised the ever increasing standard of filmmaking on show each year. 

 

CCEA’s CEO Justin Edwards commented, “The work showcased is a credit to the students, their 

imagination, creativity and skills and we are delighted to be able to provide them with this platform to 

share their stories with us. Moving Image Arts equips students with the much sought after key skills 

required for many future career paths. Highlighting the importance of sustaining a curriculum choice 

throughout a student’s educational journey.” 

 

CCEA’s Subject Officer Ingrid Arthurs commented, “We are also so pleased that many film professionals 

took the time out of their busy schedules to recognise the work of Moving Image Arts students. This year 

there are six competitive categories, with each of the films shortlisted being of an outstanding standard.  

The high quality is not only a testament to the students but also the dedication and support provided by 

their teachers. Congratulations to all.”  

 

Bernard McCloskey, Head of Education at Northern Ireland Screen and chair of the  judging panel 

commented, “Congratulations to all the students who have had their work screened at this year’s Moving 

Image Arts Showcase. You all have so much to be proud of. Coming up with new ideas, decision-making, 

teamwork and meeting deadlines are key skills that every employer looks for. Moving Image Arts provides 

all these skills and has proved to be a great starting point for many young people wanting to develop 

careers in this exciting area.” 

 

Moving Image Arts students from St Malachy’s in years 11, 12, 13 and 14 attended a packed Odyssey 

arena to witness Thomas lift his award and also view the very best of 2017. 
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Thomas Purdy’s winning film, as well as a selection of other work from St Malachy's Moving Image Arts 

students, can be viewed on Youtube on the miamalachy channel at: https://youtu.be/XXBOp6PCgCU 

November 2017 

To assist with their progress and to broaden their perspective, the Visual Arts department took students in 

years 13 and 14 to the Open Day of The National Film School at Dun Laoghaire, where students toured the 

newly constructed digital TV studios, model making and special effects workshops with 3D latex printing, 

and the photography, visual communication and fine art studios. Students attended workshops on portfolio 

development and submission, which later resulted in three applicants being made offers based upon their 

outstanding portfolios, with scores of 550-600 points out of a maximum of 600 points for admission to the 

prestigious and Film and Television Production undergraduate programme. They plan to join four alumni 

currently studying on the exclusive programme. Students also toured the National Gallery in Dublin to take 

inspiration from works that included chiaroscuro works, such as the Taking of Christ, by Caravaggio and 

the oeuvre of works, figurative and semi abstract, by Jack Butler Yeats. 

 

November 2016 

St Malachy’s continue the links with the National Film School. As an outworking of the growing 

connections between the college and the National Film School in Dún Laoghaire, the Visual Arts 

department in the college and the National Film School affirmed their intention to pursue closer links. 

 

December 2016 

St Malachy’s Students Excel Again with Excellence in Examinations in Moving Image Arts, as Thomas 

Purdy comes Third Overall in N Ireland.  

For the fourth time in five years, St Malachy’s College were recognised for excellence in Moving Image 

Arts, as Thomas Purdy was awarded third place overall in N Ireland in GCSE in Moving Image Arts. In 

addition, Thomas also was award first place in the CCEA Showcase of the best GCSE films of 2017. 

Thomas’s achievement means that the outstanding successes evidenced in 11 of the previous 12 years has 

continued. From 2005 to 2017 (with the exception of only one year) the department of Art, Design and 

Moving Image Arts has had students listed in the top 3 in N Ireland or the UK in public examinations. In 

2017 the excellence of previous years was revisited, with Thomas Purdy achieving third place overall in 

GCSE in Moving Image Arts. 

 

Historic successes in public examinations at GCSE, AS and A Level are detailed below: 

In 2005 James Rafferty came 3rd in the UK in A Level Moving Image Arts. 

In 2006 Niall Johnston came joint 1st in N Ireland in GCSE Art and Design. 

In 2007 Ruairi Teer and James Skelton came joint 1st in N Ireland in GCSE Art and Design. 

In 2008 Declan Murray came 1st in the UK in A Level Moving Image Arts. 

In 2009 Michael Donaghy came joint 1st in N Ireland in AS Art and Design with full marks in all 

modules, whilst Rory McLean came 3rd in Applied GCSE Art and Design. 

In 2010 Aidan Gault came 3rd in Applied GCSE Art and Design. 

In 2011 John Kelly came joint 1st in N Ireland in GCSE Art and Design with full marks in all modules. 

In 2011 Leo McGuigan came in 2nd N Ireland in GCSE Moving Image Arts. 

In 2012 Leo McGuigan missed being placed first in AS Moving Image Arts by 1 mark. 

In 2013 Leo McGuigan came 1st in the UK in A Level Moving Image Arts. 

Fiontann MacDonald came 1st in N Ireland in GCSE Moving Image Arts. 

Caolan Caddell and Christopher Connolly came joint 1st in N Ireland GCSE Art and Design. 

In 2015 Fiontann MacDonald came 1st in the UK in A2 Moving Image Arts. 

In 2016 Matthew McGuigan came 2nd in the UK in A2 Moving Image Arts. 

In 2017 Thomas Purdy came 3rd in N Ireland in GCSE Moving Image Arts. 

https://youtu.be/XXBOp6PCgCU
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December 2017 

St Malachy’s Artists Shine at Ulster University’s Art and Design Centre 

Friday 15thof December saw a number of our Art and Design students from Key Stages 3 and 5 celebrate 

their creative excellence, with a show of work in the prestigious surroundings of the Belfast School of Art 

and Design, at Ulster University’s York Street campus. The exhibition, which was opened by artist, Keith 

Drury and Lord Mayor, Nuala McAllister was organised by the North Belfast Learning Community and 

saw a rich and varied submission of work from years 9 to 14 from St Malachy’s on display.  

 

January 2018 

On 30 January a selection of Moving Image Arts students from years 11, 12, 13 and 14 attended a talk by 

award winning actor and director, Sir Kenneth Branagh followed by a screening, organised by Cinemagic 

to commemorate the conferring of the Freedom of the City, on the locally born actor by Belfast City 

Council.  

 

January 2018 

On 30 January the college was represented at gala events in the Ulster Hall and the Rotunda in the City 

Hall, where year 13 Moving Image Arts student, Thomas Purdy was among the guests of Richard 

Williams, Chief Executive of Northern Ireland Screen at the event conferring the Freedom of the City of 

Belfast on Sir Kenneth Brannagh. 

 

February 2018 

Years 11, 12, 13 and 14 Art and Design students visited the True Colours CCEA exhibition in the Ulster 

Museum, to broaden their perspectives and gain inspiration for their work in the Visual Arts. 

 

March 2018 
In March, artist, Seamus Ó Labhradha visited the college to work with Art and Design students in years 13 

and 14 and delivered a bespoke workshop on drawing, to help stretch the students’ creative capabilities and 

provide inspiration for their own coursework for AS and A2 Art and Design.  

 

12 March 2018 
On 12 March, internationally renowned artist, illustrator and Laureate na nÓg (Children’s Artist Laurite 

for Ireland 2017-2018), PJ Lynch visited the college. PJ Lynch, who is a past pupil of St Malachy’s gave a 

workshop on book illustration and painting to the year 11, 12, 13 and 14 Art and Design students. He 

signed copies of a selection of his books and dedicated these to the college and the students. The visit 

coincided with a retrospective of PJ Lynch’s work in the Ulster Museum.  

 

June 2018 

Presentation of the prizes for the winners for the “Bin-Beings Art from Junk” competition took place in 

year 9 assembly. The students were praised for their wonderful imagination and creativity in researching, 

developing and creating fantasy characters from recycled material.  

 

12 June 2018 
The creative culmination of the endeavours of GCSE, AS and A2 Art and Design and Moving Image Arts 

students was celebrated in traditional fashion with St Malachy’s Annual End of Year Exhibition and 

Screening of Student Films. The 2018 show was opened by Mr Leo McGuigan, former student and award 
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winning young filmmaker. He spoke to the audience on the importance of creativity, hard work, 

imagination and determination to realise your goals in the creative industries, and filmmaking in particular, 

as this sector continues to grow in ever increasing importance, in the N Ireland economy.  

 

12 June 2018 
Art and Design and Moving Image Arts year 13 students developed their understanding of commercial 

working practices within the creative industries by participating in work placement programmes in 

filmmaking and visual arts. 

 

 

Biology  

 
The Year 13 AS Biology students took part in the annual field trip in March. They travelled to Carnlough, 

where they completed an investigation as part of their AS practical work. The students also carried out an 

investigation into the differences between two oak and larch forests in Glenarm Estate. 

Year 14 A2 Biology students took part in a practical workshop on DNA technology on 15th March. A 

scientist from Timstar explained the process of the polymerase chain reaction, which is widely used by 

forensic scientists and archaeologists to study small samples of DNA, and is also used in DNA profiling. 

Teachers from the Biology department again contributed to the Year 8 Science Club, organised this year 

by Ms Norton. Pupils meet once a week at lunchtime, and carry out a range of interesting and fun practical 

activities. The Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme was again led by members of the Biology department: 

Mrs McAlister was assisted by Dr Roberts and Dr Anderson, and 27 boys successfully completed their 

expedition in June 2018. 

Dr Roberts started a Zoology Club this year in the autumn term, and it takes place every Friday at lunch 

time. The aim of the club is to give Year 8 pupils the opportunity to learn about animals that they would 

not normally come into contact with. So far the boys have been looking after giant hissing cockroaches, 

giant African land snails (currently in hibernation), and locusts. The club also allows boys who don’t have 

pets at home to learn about the responsibility of feeding and cleaning the animals, possibly preparing them 

for keeping their own pets in the future. Next year we will hopefully get some gerbils and rats to breed. 

Daniel O’Loughlin, a Year 9 pupil, brought ducklings in to the College, and he is also planning to bring 

lambs in to Zoology Club next year. 

To help guide our current students in the choices they make about their careers, a number of former 

students continue to contact Dr Roberts with Past Pupil Profiles. Dr Roberts initiated this seven years ago, 

and this year other departments have followed this lead, notably the Business Studies department. 
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BUSINESS STUDIES 

 

Business Studies was introduced as an ab initio A Level subject in St. Malachy’s College in 1997. The first 

GCSE Business Studies class began its studies in 2008. Currently the College follows the CCEA 

specifications in these subjects. In 2012 AS Applied Business was introduced into the Year 13 syllabus. 

There is no Applied Business class in the College in 2017-2018, although in recent years it has been 

offered through collaboration in the NBALC. Generally there are 2 Business Studies classes in years 13 

and 14 and one each in Years 11 and 12. This may vary from year to year based on pupils’ subject choices. 

Business and Communication Systems was introduced in Year 11 in September 2016 and in Year 9 in 

September 2017 in a joint venture with the IT department. 

 

Staff Details 

 

Mr Tony Carlin Assistant Senior Leader, Curriculum Development and Strategic Planning, 

Head of Business Studies,  

Teacher of Business Studies Years 11-14,   

Internal Exams Officer 

 

Miss Catriona Grimes  Teacher of Business and Communication Systems 

    Teacher of ICT and Computing 

 

The Business Studies department is keen to explore links outside the College and aims to have speakers or 

events regularly.  

 

In the second term this year our Year 11 boys won through to the finals of the Stock Market Challenge, 

coming a very creditable fourth place out of a large number of schools across the region in the initial 

competition. Past pupil Matthew Ward, who is now on a Higher Apprenticeship with PwC, mentored the 

College team and gave a very good presentation on the opportunities available at the firm. Matthew is 

pictured below with some members of the Year 11 Business Studies class.  
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In the CME offices, Belfast, on the 13th March, 4 Year 11 Business Studies pupils attended the Global 

Stock Market Challenge Belfast Finals. During the final, pupils were given a client who they had to make 

investments for based on their preferences and background. Following that, a presentation was given by 

the group to two judges and the other schools about why they invested in certain companies and the 

strategies they employed. After a poor start on the opening day of trading on the stock market, the pupils 

managed to come in 2nd place in the investment challenge and overall placed 4th. They faced some stiff 

competition from local schools and did the College proud. Pupils involved were Eoin Hackett, Sean 

Hagans, Christopher McLean and James McEwan.  

 

 
 

 

In order to facilitate Year 12’s work on their Controlled Assessment a visit to the Lisburn plant of Coca-

Cola HBC Northern Ireland was organised on January 16th 2018.  

 

 
 

Our visit included a DVD presentation, showcasing the 125 year history of Coca-Cola and how Northern 

Ireland businessman Tom Robinson first brought the Coca-Cola bottling operation to the island of Ireland; 



St Malachy’s College 17 

a guided gallery tour of the main production facility, to experience a ‘bird’s eye view’ of how their 

products are manufactured, bottled, packaged and stored; and an opportunity to explore the world of Coca-

Cola, their connection to the Coca-Cola Hellenic Bottling Company, their commitment to Corporate Social 

Responsibility, and their involvement in the local community in Lisburn.  

 

In October 2017 two members of the Student Recruitment team from PwC visited the College to speak to 

year 13 and 14 Business Studies pupils. A number of our former pupils are on Higher Apprenticeships 

with PwC (and Deloitte) and this, along with other post A Level options with the company, was the focus 

for the session.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cormac and Mark from PwC pictured with Year 13 Business Studies pupils on their visit to the College on 

4th October 2017. 

On Wednesday 13th September our Year 11 Business Studies class along with their teacher Miss Grimes 

attended the Generation Innovation Student Invent Awards at the Belfast campus of University of Ulster. 

Firstly, they watched 7 student groups present their innovative and entrepreneurial skills with a product 

they developed on their own. A panel of judges were also on hand to ask questions after each of their 

pitches. Our pupils then had to vote on who they felt had the best product. Four workshops were attended 

in the afternoon facilitated by University of Ulster Business School, PwC, University of Ulster Product 

Design team and finally an App Design workshop. It was a knowledge filled, fun packed day and the 

pupils thoroughly enjoyed the experience. 
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CAREERS DEPARTMENT 

CAREERS DIARY  

 

AUGUST 2017 – JULY 2018 

 

17th-18th Aug.  Advice sessions for former Year13 and Year14 students  

   Following publication of AS and A-level results. 
 

24th Aug.  Advice sessions for former Year12 students  

   Following publication of GCSE results.  
 

29th Aug.  UCAS Presentation for Parents/ Y14 UCAS APPLY 

As part of the Y14 Parents Information Event an overview of the UCAS process was 

provided to Y14 pupils and their parents. Key dates were highlighted; information 

about future events provided and advice on managing applications was given.  
 

29th Aug.   UCAS APPLY Day 

Following their induction and the parents’ information session earlier in the day, 

Y14 pupils began their UCAS applications. Completing 5 out of 7 sections of the 

on-line form ensured pupils could then focus on their course choices and the 

personal statement in the coming weeks. 
 

5th Sept.  Year 12 Apply for Careers Guidance Interviews 

Careers Advisers Mrs A Morgan and Mr G Daly began their visits to all Y12 classes 

to re-introduce themselves in advance of beginning personal career guidance 

interviews. They outlined the support they can offer Y12 pupils this year and 

facilitated the completion of pupils’ ‘Application for Careers Advice’ forms. 
 

7th Sept.  University of Ulster (Jordanstown) Open Day 

This annual event which allows pupils to sample the university environment and to 

discuss courses etc. with university staff was attended by all Y14 pupils. 
 

8th Sept.  QUB Open Day 

All Year 14 students took advantage of the opportunity visit Queen’s during its 

Open Day. As well as touring the facilities pupils attended a range of presentations 

relating to their degree course interests.   

    

12th Sept.  St. Mary’s University College Open Day 

5 Year 14 students interested in teaching visited St. Mary’s University College. 

Students benefited from a well-organized event that included an overview of courses 

and course structure, application and interview procedures, as well as a tour of the 

facilities of the College.  

 

13th-28th Sept.  Year 14 Career Guidance Interview Programme  

In advance of the final decision making season, 36 Y14 students took the 

opportunity to talk through career plans with DfE Careers Advisers. Senior students 

may request an appointment with a careers adviser at any time during the year. 
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13th Sept.   ‘Invent’ at Catalyst Inc 

‘Invent’ is an annual competition that aims to find NI inventions with the greatest 

commercial potential and to celebrate the culture of innovation across Northern 

Ireland. A group of Y11 pupils attended the event organised by Generation 

Innovation (Connect at Catalyst Inc) to watch Student Finalists pitch against each 

other to win the coveted 'Invent Student Award'. After the pitches, pupils 

participated in four innovation-focused workshops hosted by Ulster University. 

These addressed entrepreneurship, design thinking and 'The Internet of Things' and 

aimed to prepare pupils for innovative careers of the future.  
 

14th Sept.  Introduction to Higher Education for Y13 

Mr Neil Gillivray, Student Recruitment Manager at the University of Stirling visited 

the College to provide an introduction to Higher Education for Y13 pupils. His 

presentation helped pupils focus on the choices ahead as he provided an overview of 

opportunities, types of courses available and the practicalities of studying away from 

home. 
 

14th Sept.   Deloitte NI BrightStart Event 

11 Y14 pupils accompanied by Mrs McAlinden attended a very informative Deloitte 

School Leaver Information Event. After an introduction to the firm and an overview 

of the BrightStart scheme there were presentations from a variety of recruiting 

service areas and a range of interactive exercises for pupils to showcase their skills. 

The event concluded with a Q&A session with Deloitte staff. A significant number 

of those who attended intend to make an application to the company. 
 

14th Sept. Stirling University Presentation: Writing an Effective Personal Statement 

Mr Neil Gillivray, Student Recruitment Manager at the University of Stirling 

addressed Y14 to provide information about studying in Scotland and guidance on 

how to write an effective UCAS personal statement. 
 

15th Sept.   Oxford University Presentation at Aquinas 

3 Y13 pupils considering an Oxbridge higher education experience attended this 

talk. As well learning about the universities’ collegiate operating system, pupils got 

an overview of the application process and gained an appreciation of the student 

perspective through networking with former local pupils currently attending Oxford. 
 

26th Sept.  Medical Work Experiences 

One of our Y14 pupils keen to supplement previous work experiences gained further 

insight into different roles in the medical professions when he shadowed practioners 

in the Royal and Maters Hospitals during September and October. 
 

4th Oct.   PwC Back to Schools Tour 

About 40 Y13 and Y14 pupils taking Business Studies and Mathematics attended 

this PwC presentation in the College. Pupils learned about the opportunities 

available post A’level and at graduate level in this global company. 

 

4th Oct - May.  Year 12 Career Guidance Interview Programme  

A rolling programme of career guidance interviews begins. All Year 12 pupils are 

scheduled to attend an interview with a careers adviser from DEL. Additional 

interviews are arranged as required.  
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10th Oct.  Y14 Mock Academic Interview Programme 

Once again our annual mock interview programme proved highly successful when 

in recognition of the value of interview practice and the importance of making 

carefully considered course choices Year 14 pupils took advantage of the 

opportunity to participate in this event. Representatives from Business, Industry, 

Further and Higher Education supported our pupils by providing feedback on 

interview performance and application forms as well as advice and guidance on 

course and career selection. Our Y14 pupils highly value this experience and 

appreciate the time and expertise of the interviewers. 

 

19th Oct.  Skills NI Exhibition Titanic Exhibition Centre 

Skills Northern Ireland is a new, interactive and inspiring two-day event which takes 

places at the Titanic Exhibition Centre.Y11 pupils took advantage of the chance to 

visit dedicated ‘Get Skilled’ stands to access careers information, talk to 

Apprenticeship Ambassadors to learn about opportunities with local companies, and 

to test their skills at a range of interactive exhibits. 

 

Nov, Jan, June. Belfast Trust Medical Work Experience Programme 

A number of Y13 pupils attended the new standardised Medical Work Experience 

Programme that the Belfast Trust now offers throughout the year. The 2 ½ day 

programme consisting of 1 ½ days teaching and 1 day clinical experience has been 

introduced to meet the demand for medical placements and proved a very 

informative and worthwhile learning experience for all who participated. 

 

9th Nov.   Trinity College Dublin Presentation for Y14  

Dr Emer McGowan, TCD Northern Ireland Engagement Programme Coordinator 

visited the College to address final year pupils as they explore their options for 

studying ‘down South’. She provided an overview of the university covering its 

history, facilities, courses and opportunities and also outlined the CAO application 

system for applying to universities in the South of Ireland. 

 

10th Nov.  Multi-Mini Interview Practice for Medics 

Y14 pupils who have applied to read medicine and dentistry respectively at 

university gained experience in multi-mini interviews when they took part in a 

NBALC collaborative MMI event hosted at BRA. All found the experience very 

valuable in helping them focus for the challenge of their forthcoming interviews.  

 

11th/18th Nov.   Further Multi-Mini Interview Practice 

Following the previous Friday’s introduction to the practicalities of MMIs our 

potential medics took advantage of the opportunity for further practice when they 

attended sessions organised by St Brigid's Third World Group in South Belfast. This 

event is run to raise funds for the Group’s projects in developing countries and 

offers pupils the opportunity to be interviewed by practicing medical professionals. 

 

27th Nov.  Republic of Ireland Higher Education Event 

9 Y14 boys keen to further explore options for studying in the South of Ireland in 

advance of completing their CAO applications, attended this Higher Education event 

held in Belfast Met’s Titanic campus. 
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4th Dec. QUB Pathways Opportunity Programme Presentation 

The Pathway Opportunity Programme provides a route to Queen's University for 

talented young people from Northern Ireland who have the ability to study at 

Queen's but may require additional support and encouragement to reach their full 

potential. A representative of the programme visited the College to promote the 

programme and to explain how Pathway students will benefit from a series of events 

designed to aid progression to Queen's University. As well as receiving admissions 

guidance and support students will also participate in a week long assessed 

residential summer school in July 2018. 

 

15th Dec.  Y11 Entrepreneurship Masterclass 

Y11 pupils got the opportunity to put into practice what they have learned through 

the Enterprise and Entrepreneurship module of their Careers Education course when 

they took part in a Masterclass managed by Young Enterprise. This half-day 

programme supported by guest entrepreneurs, involved pupils working to come up 

with a business idea, produce a business plan, advertise and brand their idea and 

then make a short pitch to their peers.  
 

8th Jan.   Y10 ‘Learn to Earn’ - Careers Education Event. 

During this in - College experience facilitated by Young Enterprise, Year 10 pupils 

explored their lifestyle ambitions and developed a realistic appreciation of the 

financial implications of their choices. Working through a number of individual and 

group activities pupils undertook an analysis of the average salaries of potential 

careers. This helped pupils recognize that a high standard of education is essential 

for their future ambitions, and to the conclusion that ‘the more you learn – the more 

you earn’!  
 

26th Jan.  Nursing Multi-Mini Interviews 

3 Y14 students applying for Nursing courses took advantage of the opportunity to 

attend Multi-Mini Interview practice in advance of the real thing. This highly 

valuable experience is organised through the NBALC CEIAG sub group and was 

hosted by Dominican College this year. 
 

29th Jan.  QUB Pathways Opportunity Programme 

3 Y13 pupils who secured places on the Pathways Opportunity Programme attended 

an Induction Event at QUB. Participants who successfully complete the programme 

will potentially benefit from a reduced admissions offer of up to two A’level grades 

lower than the standard offer.  
 

5th Feb.  Labour Market Information Event 

As part of the Shared Education Programme 11F accompanied by Mrs McAlinden 

attended a LMI event facilitated by Eye4Education and hosted by BRA. Pupils 

gained an insight into the skills in demand in NI, what jobs are ‘hot’ and which are 

‘not’, and compared remuneration associated with a range of career areas.  

7th Feb.  STEM Carousel Event 

10D accompanied by Mrs McAlinden attended presentations from a range of 

companies with a particular focus on STEM subjects. The event, hosted by BRA and 
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part of the Shared Education initiative, enhanced pupils’ appreciation of the range of 

roles with employers such as Danske Bank and Capita IT Solutions. 

 

13th Feb.   Deloitte Actuarial Experience Day 

The Deloitte Actuarial Experience Day is aimed at providing students, who have 

reached the point of choosing degree courses and universities, the opportunity to 

find out more about the actuarial career. The Y13 pupil who attended gained an 

insight into the qualifications and characteristics required for the work, the areas in 

which actuaries provide expertise, and enjoyed the opportunity to talk with 

Deloitte’s actuarial team ranging from the newest graduates to its most experienced 

qualified actuaries.  
 

22nd Feb.  Scottish Universities Tour for Y13  

With the continued focus on Higher Education for Y13, two representatives of seven 

of Scotland’s traditional universities visited the College to outline the characteristics 

of the Scottish system. Pupils gained an insight into courses and opportunities at 

Aberdeen, Dundee, Edinburgh, Glasgow, Heriot Watt, Strathclyde and Stirling 

universities. This event was well received by pupils and heightened their awareness 

of the range of decisions that lie ahead.  
 

Feb-Mar.  Y10 Career Planning Presentations 

Careers Advisers Mrs Anne Morgan and Mr Gerard Daly visited each Y10 class to 

introduce themselves to our Y10 pupils and to provide an outline of their role in 

assisting pupils with their career planning. Themes addressed included Good 

Decision-Making, Researching a Future, Labour Market Information and Choosing 

GCSE Subjects and helped our young pupils prepare for the decisions ahead.  
 

Jan.    HE+ Scheme for Y13 

Under the supervision of Head of School Mrs Rayot, 11 Y13 pupils keen to study 

beyond their A’level specifications began their involvement in the Oxbridge funded 

HE+ programme. The programme involves pupils attending a number of ‘extension 

classes’ taken by local teachers – including Mr McVey (Mathematics Department) - 

and a Masterclass taken by Oxbridge lecturers.  
 

26th Feb.  Year 12 Options Afternoon for Parents and Pupils 

Year 12 pupils and their parents received this year’s Options Booklet and attended a 

range of presentations in the College Hall.  
 

28th Feb.   St. Malachy’s College Careers Convention 

Over 60 exhibitors from Further and Higher Education, Business, Industry and 

Training Organisations as well as a range of professionals from the world of work 

attended the College’s Careers Convention held in the College Restaurant and 

Library. Pupils from Y10 – Y14 and their parents as well as pupils, parents and staff 

from a number of schools in the North Belfast Area Learning Community made the 

most of this opportunity to meet and discuss future plans with the representatives 

present. The College is grateful to all who supported the event and helped make the 

evening such a successful and worthwhile experience. 
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5th - 9th Mar.  Kainos Work Placement 

Kainos is a high-growth IT services company and a potential employer for one of 

our Y13 pupils who secured a period of work experience this year. By gaining an 

overview of the work of the company as well as significant programming experience 

he feels much better placed to make informed decisions about his future career. 

 

6th Mar.   5-STAR Futures Workshop at DWF 

One forward-looking Y13 pupil joined others from a number of schools across 

Northern Ireland to participate in the award-winning education and employability 

programme delivered by international legal business DWF. The programme aims to 

inspire young people by building their confidence and preparing them for life after 

education. 
 

9th Mar. Entrepreneurial Past Pupil visits Y11. 

Former pupil and highly successful entrepreneur Gareth Gilvary visited Y11 Careers 

classes to support pupils’ learning about self-employment and entrepreneurship. 

Through sharing the story of his career path to date he provided real-life examples 

of what it means to be truly enterprising and demonstrated the skills and personal 

qualities essential for success. Gareth’s integrity and altruism in running ‘Ignition’, a 

Community Interest Company (CIC), inspired our pupils and challenged their 

perceptions of how to define a successful business and career. 
 

12th Mar.   Law at Pinsent Masons 

Two Y13 pupils considering a career in the legal profession attended a Work 

Inspiration Workshop designed and delivered by full service commercial law firm 

Pinsent Masons. The agenda for the day included presentations from Partners and 

Trainee Solicitors, as well as Lectures in Law from UU and QUB. Provision of 

information on routes into law and options with a law degree, as well as group 

exercises covering interviews skills, ensured all participants gained maximum 

benefit from the experience. 
 

16th Mar.  GCSE Subject Choice Event/Parent/Teacher Meeting. 

Year 10 pupils and their parents attended this key event in preparation for making 

GCSE subject choices. Advice and guidance on how to make good decisions was 

offered and up-to-date labour market information was provided to support positive 

career planning. Following presentations from the Head of Junior School, Head of 

Careers and VP Mrs Stewart the parent-teacher meeting took place. 
 

16th Mar.  Mental Health Nursing - Open Morning. 

The Belfast Trust’s Open Day on Mental Health Nursing at Knockbracken was 

attended by a Y13 pupil with a sincere interest in nursing. He gained an insight into 

Forensic Nursing, Acute Mental Health, Cognitive Behaviour Therapy and the Child 

and Adolescent Mental Health Service (CAMHS). Application procedures and 

course content was also addressed and he met staff who spoke honestly about the 

rewards and the demands of the job. 
 

20th Mar.   Creative Careers Inspiration Event 

7 Y13 pupils gained an excellent insight into opportunities available locally and 

nationally when they attended this creative industries event at e3 BMC. They took 
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full advantage of the opportunity to network and in some cases set up work 

experience contacts as they met with representatives from a range of companies 

including Big Pixel Creative (Digital Marketing and Web Design), Cool FM, Italic 

Pig (Games Development), NI Screen, Production Services Ireland (Rigging, 

Lighting, Technical Skills to support the Performing Arts), UTV, Navigator Blue 

and others. 
  
21st Mar.   Carson McDowell Legal Work Inspiration 

One Y13 pupil made the most of the opportunity to gain an insight into the legal 

profession when he spent a day with Carson McDowell, one of Northern Ireland’s 

largest, most respected commercial law firms. Feedback confirms that the 

experience, designed to be informative, educational and interactive, did not 

disappoint, and the Masterclass on producing an attention-grabbing CV was truly 

excellent.  
 

21st Mar.  CAFRE Talk for Y10 

Ms Liz Simpson from the College of Agricultural Food and Rural Enterprise 

accepted an invitation from the Home Economics Department when she visited the 

College to outline course and career opportunities for pupils who select Home 

Economics for GCSE. 
 

26th Mar.   Oxbridge Student Conference 

One Y13 student attended this annual conference which is held at Lagan Valley 

Island Conference Centre, Lisburn. The event is designed to provide up-to-date 

information on the application and admissions procedure at Oxford and Cambridge 

Universities as well as providing an insight into student life.  
 

25th Apr.  Queen’s University Belfast - Presentation for Y13 

Student Recruitment Officer Ms Grace Meehan, accompanied by former pupil Luke 

Rooney, visited the College for the annual QUB presentation to Y13. The year 

group found the video-infused presentation enlightening as it provided all the factual 

information they needed.  Y13 participated keenly in the Q&A session with Luke 

who is just completing the first year of studies.  
 

26th Apr Y14 Prepare for Independent Living 

Sharon Allen from the Housing Division, Department for Communities helped 

inform Y14 about the rights and responsibilities associated with renting 

accommodation during her presentation focusing on Tenancy Agreements. 
 

27th Apr. Options at 17/18: BMC/ CSNI Presentations 

Senior pupils keen to investigate the alternatives to Higher Education and to back up 

career plans attended presentations given by Ms Aimee McWilliams from Belfast 

Metropolitan College and Careers Adviser Mr. Gerard Daly. Application procedures 

and course outlines for BMC were detailed and information and guidance relating to 

training and employment opportunities was provided. Feedback from students 

indicated they found this opportunity to review and check final details of their future 

plans most useful. 
 

27th Apr.  Year 12 School-leavers Talks: BMC/ CSNI Presentations 

Year 12 students who are considering alternative courses, training and employment 
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opportunities for this coming September attended presentations by Ms Aimee 

McWilliams from Belfast Metropolitan College and Careers Adviser Mr Gerard 

Daly. All were appreciative of the opportunity to reconsider and confirm their career 

plans at this key time in the academic year.  

 

 

2nd May.   Ulster University - Higher Education Choices Presentation 

UU Careers Consultant Mr. Jonathan Holland visited the College to provide advice 

and information to Y13 about how to make good Higher Education decisions and 

what Ulster University has to offer. Having emphasized the need for serious thought 

and research, an outline of facilities and course requirements per Faculty was 

provided. Placement opportunities, employer contacts and details of UU student 

satisfaction surveys were also highlighted. 

 

18th–22nd June.  Men at Work! Year 13 Work Experience Week  

Y13 students became part of the workforce for a week when they undertook more 

than 100 different work placements in Belfast and beyond. All their preparation paid 

off as pupils loved the experience and felt their placements were extremely valuable 

in providing them with a real insight into the world of work. Feedback from the 

employers was excellent and our pupils took full advantage of the opportunity to 

network, build contacts for future career paths and in some cases to secure summer 

employment! Well done to all! 

 

25th -26th June  Y11 Work Related Learning Programme 

The last week of June saw pupils participate in this year’s enhanced Work Related 

Learning Programme for Y11. More than 100 pupils embraced a new initiative 

allowing them to arrange a two-day work experience, while others followed a 

programme consisting of a STEM activity morning facilitated by Sentinus and NIE, 

a series of presentations by College alumni, and finally campus tours of both BMC 

and Queen’s University. All feedback indicates this practical programme is an 

excellent finale to the Y11 Careers Programme!   

 

July.   UNIQ - University of Oxford Summer School Programme. 

One Y13 pupil who has successfully applied for and been awarded a place on a 

UNIQ Summer School Programme will attend Oxford University in July. The 

summer schools are UNIQ’s flagship programme. Students attend the university for 

a week, stay in a college, and attend an academic programme during the day and 

social activities in the evenings. They get first-hand experience of life at university, 

meet like-minded people and gain deeper understanding of a subject that interests 

you.  
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CHEMISTRY DEPARTMENT  

 
EDUCATIONAL TRIPS 
The Chemistry Department accompanied 48 Year 12 students to the ‘Chemistry at Work’ event at Queen’s 

University Belfast. ‘Chemistry at Work’ is an RSC-sponsored event and is aimed at GCSE chemistry 

students (Years 11-12) to show the many and varied ways in which the chemistry studied by children at 

school is used in the everyday world. It consists of a series of short, interactive talks from local companies 

who use chemistry in their business activities. The students were encouraged to answer questions and take 

part in demonstrations delivered by companies and institutions such as TEVA, CAFRE, W5 and BOC. 
 

EVENTS 
Past pupils from the class of 2016 were invited to speak to a group of Year 12 students who are keen to 

study Chemistry related degree courses. This gave the students an opportunity to ask questions and help 

make decisions about their future subject choices. 

 

In January 2018, Professor Kevin McMahon, a past pupil of the College, visited from Carroll University 

Wisconsin. Professor McMahon spoke with a class of Year 13 and 14 Chemistry students about his career 

and his journey to where he is now. He encouraged the students to take advantage of various opportunities 

and not to be afraid of where you might end up!  
 

EXTRA CURRICULAR 
Teachers from the Chemistry department contributed to the Year 8 Science Club, organised this year by 

Miss L. Norton. Pupils meet once a week at lunchtime, and carry out a range of interesting and fun 

practical activities.  

 

Dr E. Kyle supported Year 10 pupils during Duke of Edinburgh expeditions.  

 

Mr L. McGuinness works with the Year 9 Soccer team providing training sessions and preparation for 

tournaments. 

 

On Thursday 25 January 2018 a team of four students, Callum O’Callaghan (Y12), She Walsh (Y11), 

Callum Donaghy (Y10) and Eoin McBride (Y10), travelled to Queens’ University to participate in the 

regional heat of the prestigious RSC ‘Top of the Bench’ Competition. The competition is designed to 

encourage and reward high achievement and is an excellent opportunity to showcase talent in the local 

area. Following a test paper demanding in-depth knowledge of safety and the chemical elements, the team 

completed a practical challenge in the laboratory and finally competed in a quiz round to conclude the 

competition. The boys were asked to prepare esters and describe observations associated with the practical 

task – a task our A Level Chemists often have to complete! The team gave a great performance and had 

lots of fun but were unlucky not to progress to the UK finals. 
 

STAFF DEVELOPMENT 
Dr. E Kyle attended a CCEA Support event for the New Specification AS Chemistry Course. 

Mr L. McGuinness attended a CCEA Support event for the New Specification Single Award Science 

Course. 

Miss L. Norton attended CCEA Support events for New Specification GCSE Chemistry, New 

Specification Double Award Science and New Specification A2 Chemistry. Miss Norton also attended a 

course on Electrochemistry at QUB on 12/6/18. 
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‘Top of the Bench’ Competition. 

 
Year 13 student working with McQuillan Companies to gain insight into making water potable. 

 
Demonstrating the effects of liquid nitrogen with W5 and BOC. 
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COMPUTING  

Allstate Educational Visit – Year 13 and 14 Computing Students 

  

Allstate invited our Year 13 Computing students to their headquarters in Lanyon Place, Belfast for an 

educational visit on Monday 18th April 2018.  We were specially selected for the event as many of our 

pupils were very successful at GCSE and A Level Computing. 

 

 
  

The day provided the pupils with an opportunity to talk with developers and programmers regarding career 

choices within Allstate as well as finding out more about their new and innovative ‘University Graduate 

Scheme’, which they run in partnership with Queen’s University as well as the University of Ulster. 
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The pupils were given a tour of all the departments in Allstate and had a presentation from the Human 

Resources Department regarding the types of qualifications and skillsets companies such as Allstate 

require when employing Computer Science staff. 

 

 
Pupils were thrilled to be one of the first groups that were allowed entry to the company’s new CompoZed 

(Agile and Extreme programming) lab. This was a new venture for the company who recently opened this 

world class Extreme Agile software development lab and learning space and invited our pupils along to 

gain an insight into the future of software design and development. 

 

Allstate NI’s new purpose built ‘CompoZed Lab’ allows Software Engineers, Product Managers and User 

Experience Designers work exclusively in Extreme Agile, which includes working in pairs and using 

cloud-native application architecture – a new venture in N. Ireland. 
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DRAMA DEPARTMENT  

 

Theatre Visits:  

GCSE and A Level students went to the following plays over the course of the year: 

Sweeney Todd in The Naughton Studio of The Lyric Theatre, Belfast 

The Secret Diary of Adrian Mole by Bruiser Theatre Company in The Mac, Belfast 

The Weir in The Lyric Theatre, Belfast 

The Fire Below in The Lyric Theatre, Belfast  

Let the Right One In with students from Belfast Royal Academy in The Abbey Theatre, Dublin 

That Scottish Play in The Theatre at the Mill starring past pupil Conor Hinds . 

 

Frantic Assembly workshop 

Year 13 and 14 students took part in a day long workshop with Steve Kirkham from Frantic Assembly in 

the gym in early September. This work led directly into the Devised performances of the Year 14 class. 

 

School Play:  
Students from Year 8 – 13 performed The Lord of the Flies in The Drama Studio for three nights in 

November. The principal line up was exceptional and the boys enjoyed playing “little savages”. 

 

Bruiser Workshop: 

Year 11 GCSE students took part in A Day with Bruiser at The Mac, Belfast in January working with local 

theatre company Bruiser exploring their renowned physical style.  

Drama School advice: Past pupil Conor Hinds visited the Year 13 and 14 students to discuss drama 

school, the audition process and tips for applying.  

 

Open Night Performances: 

A number of Year Eight and Year Fourteen students performed extracts from Mugged by Andrew Payne, 

The Cursed Child by J.K. Rowling and Flying Saucers have Landed respectively for prospective students 

and their parents. The boys involved enjoyed themselves immensely. 

 

GCSE Practical:  
In April, the GCSE Drama class performed extracts from Journey’s End and The Lord of the Flies for an 

audience of their family, friends and teachers in The Drama Studio. The calibre of these performances was 

of an exceptionally high standard. 

 

A2 practical: 

Year Fourteen students performed duologues and their own devised work for parents, friends and WJEC 

Moderator Catherine Cauley in April. This work was of an exceptionally high standard in contrasting 

theatre styles.  

 

Year 13 Practical: 

In April, the Year Thirteen Drama class performed extracts from The 39 Steps 

 

Year Eight Drama Club – Every Tuesday at lunch in the Drama Studio facilitated by S. Dutton, A. 

O’Hare and G. Curran 

 



St Malachy’s College 31 

Drama Mentors: The mentoring role of the Drama prefects was successfully expanded upon this 

academic year with 14 Drama students helping to lead Drama in junior classes under the direction of the 

class teacher.  

 

Staff Development: 

HOD attended course by WJEC exploring the new A Level Drama Specification. 

HOD collaborated with S. Tinman from Belfast Royal Academy to moderate GCSE performances  

 

Careers:  
Representatives from Carla Stronge casting visited the College to look for actors for an upcoming film 
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ENGLISH  
 

PUPIL ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE 
 

‘Varied and Purposeful Teaching’ 

The pupils in St Malachy’s have continued to perform to the very highest standard in public examinations.   

The boys in Year 12 matched the performance of last year’s cohort in attaining the College’s best ever 

results at GCSE English Language. 

The performance of our pupils at A2 Level was also exemplary, with nearly 60% of the cohort attaining an 

A grade or above. 

The results of the boys in Journalism, a new addition to a broader curriculum within the department, were 

equally impressive.  We secured a 100% pass rate at AS Level, whilst our first GCSE class attained results 

well in excess of the Northern Ireland average. 

These results are testament to the hard work of the boys, the dedicated support of the teachers and the 

backing of the School and Board of Governors. 

English Matters – Careers Event  

On Thursday 8th March 2018 three past pupils, Christopher Lewis (1997 – 2004), Dr Jonathan Rooney 

(2001-2008) and Matthew McGibbon (2001-2008), along with Mr O’Halloran (2001-2008) and Mr 

Matheson, addressed the Year 10 cohort to discuss the 

importance of English within the workplace -  in 

correspondence with the new English Year 10 Careers 

Unit. Christopher, Jonathan and Matthew provided 

students with a detailed insight into the roles both English 

Language and Literature play in their current 

careers (Law, Medicine and I.C.T).   

All three guest speakers highlighted that the key skills they 

learned in English were skills that they use most in their 

current vocation. The ability to analyse language and 

select relevant information was highlighted as a 

pertinent aspect in all three careers, for Christopher it can 

be the difference between a client being proven to be 

innocent or guilty, for Jonathan it can be the difference 

between life and death and for Matthew it could maintain or 

collapse global corporations. 

 The event proved very insightful for many of our students 

as it enabled them to visualise how influential English can 

be in the workplace as well as the plethora of careers it is 

relevant to.  

Dr Jonathan Rooney (left), Matthew McGibbon (Centre) and Christopher Lewis (right)                                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

A great experience that 

gave us an understanding 

of how relevant English is 

in the workplace – 

Christopher O’Hare 

It provided us with an 

insight into a range of 

different jobs and 

opportunities – David 

Teggart 

I learned how I will be able 

to use English in different 

careers. It was good to hear 

from different people – 

Jack McWilliams 
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Accelerated Reader 

 

‘Every child a reader’ – Reading in the College 

 

Developing a distinctive reading culture is one of our principal aims, within the Department, over the 

coming years.  As such, we have made important steps forwards during 2017-18. 

 

The Department again participated actively in the College’s annual Scholastic Reading week in October.  

Every child in the Junior School was given time to browse and purchase the latest in fiction and non-

fiction. 

 

In September the Head of Department, Mr Matheson (in conjunction with Head of Year 8, Mr McVey), led 

a creative writing workshop as part of Year 8’s  

 

Most excitingly, and as part our commitment to supporting the reading culture within the College, the 

English Department will be launching Accelerated Reader for all Year 9 and 10 pupils in September 2018.   

 

The funding for this significant initiative was at the very generous bequest of the Friends of St Malachy’s. 

 

 

‘Varied and Purposeful Teaching’ - Stranger Sagas  

 

Under the guidance of Ms Smyth, a group of pupils in the Junior School Creative Writing Club had their 

work published in the Stranger Sagas storytelling initiative.  In no more than 100 words, each pupil told a 

condensed and engaging story, matching the genre of science fiction to their work. 

 

The Stranger Sagas anthologies were made available for purchase to all pupils and their families. 

Shared Education Visit – Heaney Home Place  

‘Left them gaping at his Midas touch’ – S Heaney 

AS Level students from both St Malachy’s College and Belfast Royal Academy attended an educational 

visit the art learning facility at Heaney Homeplace in Bellaghy.  This has been the second year of ongoing 

shared participation by the two North Belfast schools and this the second trip to Heaney’s home in 

Bellaghy. 

As part of our commitment to supporting the boys’ learning outside the classroom, as well as engaging 

with schools across the community, our students spent the day uncovering new insights into one of 

Ireland’s most treasured poets. 

Particular thanks must go to the Shared Education programme in helping to provide funds for the boys’ 

access to this trip; it provided an invaluable experience into one of the most challenging areas of their 

study. 
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FRENCH     

    

St Malachy’s winners of Best Trade Stand at Francofest 2018 

This year NICILT at Queen’s University launched a brand new event to showcase the language and 

entrepreneurial skills of Year 10 French students from schools from across Northern Ireland. Francofest, as 

it was called, was an exciting, simulated French Trade Fair at which the St Malachy’s team won the Best 

Trade Stand Award. The winning team consisted of Eoin Mc Bride, Adam Mc Cormick, Ciaran Mc Ginley 

and Dominic Mc Auley. The boys created a company called Mon Macaron and sold personalized 

macaroons to professional linguists, members of staff from Queen’s and the Institut Français who judged 

them on their French skills, their creativity and their business skills. The standard of entry was impressive 

with teams presenting a range of products and using their French skills to great aplomb. It was a fabulous 

experience for the boys at which they excelled and as well as winning the award for best trade stand, they 

received a letter of commendation from the Permanent Secretary at the Department of Education, Derek 

Baker and they feature on the promotional video for NICILT at Queen’s. 

After the award ceremony, the boys were taken on a guided tour of the Queen’s campus and attended a talk 

given by the Language Attaché of the Institut Français on the importance of having good language skills 

for employability. 

 

Past Pupil of French studying at Sciences Po in Paris. 

Eoin O’Hare, a past pupil from three years ago, came back to the College in January to talk to our A Level 

French students about his studies at university. Eoin is studying Law with French at Trinity College, 

Dublin and as part of his course, is doing his year out in Paris, studying Politics at one of France’s top 

universities – the Paris Institute of Political Studies, otherwise known as Sciences Po. Science Po is the 

training ground for a lot of France’s top politicians, among its alumni are Président Macron and Jacques 

Chirac. 

Our present French A Level students found this an invaluable experience, as they heard about adapting to 

life in Paris, studying at a French university and what is involved in studying Law at Trinity.  

 

French Film Workshop at QFT 

In October, A Level French students attended a showing of Manon des Sources at QFT and also 

participated in a French film workshop given by Dr Peter Tame. The workshop was given entirely in 

French and provided the boys with an experience of French at third level as well as giving them a deeper 

understanding of Marcel Pagnol’s work.  
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GEOGRAPHY DEPARTMENT 

EDUCATIONAL TRIPS 

 Key stage 5 Year 13 AS fieldwork: Residential visit to Derrygonnelly FSC on 1st & 2nd March 

2018. 

 Key Stage 4 GCSE fieldwork: 2 classes visited Tollymore FSC in June 2018. 

EVENTS 

 Years 13 & 14: Some pupils attended the Geographical Association lectures at QUB during 

September and October. 

EXTRA CURRICULAR 

 Both Ms Marcus and Miss O’Hare participated in the Duke of Edinburgh expeditions. 

STAFF DEVELOPMENT 

 Ms Marcus has been appointed to the CCEA GCSE new specification writing team and is a GCSE 

examiner. Also attended three modules on “Teaching of controversial issues” as part of Shared 

Education programme. 

 Miss O’Hare attending the climatology conference at UUJ delivered by the Met Office. 

 Mr McKenna (HOD) attended a number of CCEA conferences regarding the implementation of 

new specifications and agreement trials for GCSE & A’level teaching. 

 Student teacher from St Mary’s College mentored on teaching practice during the second term. 

 Key Stage 3 Year 10 fieldwork: All Year 10 pupils visited Colin Glen in May 2016. 

 The Green Team met every Friday at lunchtime with a large number of junior students.  Some 

senior students joined us to help with their Duke of Edinburgh or John Paul II award. 

 We have maintained our status as a Silver Eco School. 

COMPETITIONS 

 One of our Year 14 pupils was chosen to represent the College at the QUB School of Natural & 

Built Environment day long course entitled from “Dawn to Dusk.” 
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HISTORY DEPARTMENT 

Educational Visits 

2017/2018 has been a busy year for the History department in terms of educational visits and enrichment 

activities.   

 Year 14 History 

Year 14 students visited Dublin in March 2018 as part of our study of the Partition of Ireland.  Our first 

stop was Trinity College, Dublin from where we embarked upon a walking tour of various historical sites 

associated with the 1916 rising.  Next, we travelled to Glasnevin cemetery, the final resting place of many 

notable Irish historical figures.   

In March the Year 14s attended a series of Sixth Form conferences at the Somme Centre, Newtownards.  

The sessions were facilitated by Dr Russell Rees; the focus was the Partition of Ireland (A2 2) 

 Year 11 History 

A number of Year 11 History students attended the Linen Hall Library in January 2018.  They participated 

in a Divided Society workshop organised by Rachel Brady, Education and Outreach Officer.  The boys 

were given an opportunity to view and discuss a range of political cartoons and posters on display relating 

to events from civil rights in the 1960s to the Good Friday Agreement in 1998.   This was a perfect 

introduction to their GCSE study of Northern Ireland 1965-1998.  

 Year 10 History 

All Year 10 students visited the Somme Heritage Centre as part of their study of World War One. 

 Year 8 History 

In December Mr Gerry McNamee led Year 8s on a historical tour of the College.  The tours proved to be 

highly successful; the boys took the opportunity to pose Mr McNamee some insightful questions about life 

in the College and his role in preserving the College archives. 

 

All year 8 students participated in a historical tour of Carrickfergus Castle to consolidate their knowledge 

and understanding of ‘The Normans in Ireland’.    

 

Other news 

 Enthusiastic Junior historians continue to attend KS3 History Club in A6 on Thursday lunchtimes 

 We are currently organising a visit to Berlin for KS4 and KS5 History students in October 2018 

 Some of our A Level History students and staff attended the following History events throughout 

2017/18: 

- October 2017: The Belfast International Arts Festival debate on Why the First World War failed 

to end, chaired by journalist Ronan McGreevy with discussion involving historians from QUB 

and UCD.  

- Decade of Centenaries lectures/events in Belfast City Hall organised by Belfast City Council 

- Series of lectures on Ireland 1914-1922 organised by Belfast Charitable Society 

-  Civil Rights: 50 years on – An Historical Perspective, chaired by historian Eamon Phoenix 

with discussion involving academics from the universities of Nottingham and Canterbury.   
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HOME ECONOMICS  

The Year 13 Health and Social Care pupils carried out a 3-day placement on the 23rd-25th October. They 

had to organise their own placements by contacting companies themselves, ensuring that it was experience 

in a crèche, nursery or care home to research the information required to complete their two pieces of 

coursework. They had booklets that they had to complete to ensure they had all information required. This 

was a very relevant and worthwhile experience for each pupil. It gave them insights into different career 

opportunities as well as giving them every opportunity to complete their coursework to the highest possible 

standard. 

 

The 19th October 2017 saw the start of a six-week afterschool cookery club for pupils in Year 8-10 

focussed on making delicious treats just in time for Christmas. The boys were taught how to make 

gingerbread wreaths, all uniquely decorated by themselves, Christmas inspired biscuits and the famous 

Yule Log. The boys displayed a highly impressive skillset and flair for cookery. The cookery club was so 

popular that we couldn’t possibly take all pupils interested. A second course was run after Christmas for 

those pupils who didn’t get the chance to attend the first. This second set focussed on developing the boy’s 

skills at making both savoury and sweet dishes. Assisted by more experienced mentors, Ryan Noble in 

Year 10 and Ali Karsli in Year 11, the boys created dishes such as chilli con carne, banana bread and 

caramel brownies to name a few.  

 

This year saw the Survival Cookery Course continue as part of the Enrichment programme taken by Katie 

Mc Guigan and Patricia Curran. This focuses on helping pupils develop skills necessary for surviving and 

thriving away from home. Pupils learnt how to cook some delicious meals such as spaghetti bolognese, 

chicken curry, burgers and brownies which they will hopefully try to replicate in university or treat their 

parents to at home!  

 

11 pupils in Year 12 successfully completed the practical exam for GCSE Home Economics in February 

achieving outstanding marks as a result in their controlled assessment. The boys were faced with the task 

of cooking a 3 course meal with sides in 2½hours. Each dish made was beautiful and a complete credit to 

all the hard work put in by the boys over the last two years.  

 

On 26th February 2018, past pupil and chef Matthew McKinley visited pupils in Year 10 who were 

interested in studying Food and Nutrition at GCSE. Matthew provided the boys with a wealth of 

knowledge about his own education background, his experiences in the food industry and starting up his 

own restaurant. The boys were excellent, asking Matthew to delve deeper into how food has enabled him 

to travel the world and open doors to many different and exciting opportunities.  
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On 15th January 2018, the Home Economics department went on a careers focussed trip bringing 30 Year 

10 pupils to visit the Tayto Factory in Tandragee. We were able to tour the factory, observing the different 

stages and processes that take place in helping to bring this snack from farm to shop. The boys were given 

a great insight into the wide variety of careers available within the food industry.  

 

On 13th March 2017, Liz Simpson from CAFRE College came into to speak to the year 10 pupils about 

career opportunities available through studying Home Economics. Liz delivered a very informative talk 

which included a focus on the importance of healthy eating and living. The boys were brilliant, with their 

informative questions and showing off the knowledge they had gained of food and nutrition over the last 

three years.  

 

On 12th June 2018, 15 Year 11 Food and Nutrition students attended the ‘Feed Your Mind’ event in 

CAFRE College. The event was tailored at giving the boys a further insight into the wide variety of careers 

available within the food and marketing sector.  The boys were able to develop and demonstrate their 

cooking ability when crafting their own sausages and baking pizzas. The staff of CAFRE were very 

impressed at the knowledge of the boys when answering and asking questions relating to a number of areas 

of their study such as Food Labelling and Food Production.  

 

In October 2017 we had 12 KS3 pupils enter the Irish News and Mount Charles ‘Big School Cook Off’ 

competition. The pupils worked in pairs to create a main course that included local products. Although the 

pupils worked very well creating some different and fun recipes, they did not get through to the next stage. 

 

The year 11 pupils got the chance to visit Dale Farm. This visit was in line with the ‘Food Processing and 

Production’ topic of their specification and they got the opportunity to see cheese being produced which 

they need to know in detail for their examination. A great trip to show theory work in practice.  
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IRISH / ROINN NA GAEILGE  
 

Ashbourne Shield Recipients for 2017-18 

 

A very proud occasion for our department this year, was when we were informed we had been chosen as 

winners of the prestigious and highly coveted “Sciath Mhic Giolla Bhríde” or “Ashbourne Shield” 

competition run by Comhaltas Uladh. This prize is awarded to the school with the best oral proficiency in 

the Irish language across the province. We are delighted that the rich history of our native language, which 

can be seen clearly in our recently refurbished O’ Laverty Library continues to thrive and grow within the 

College, with numbers at GCSE and A-level at their highest for some time. 

 

“Abair” public speaking competition 

 

  

This Year brought great success for St Malachy’s College students in the annual “Abair” public Speaking 

competition with five students taking part in the regional finals. Setanta McCallin won first place in his 

section and progressed to the Ulster Finals in which he took home second place in this very prestigious 

competition. Setanta entertained the audience with a comical speech on Irish people abroad. 
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Feis Bhéal Feirste 

 
The Irish department once again enjoyed great success at Feis Bhéal Feirste which was held this year in 

Corpus Christi College. We were awarded the “File Féirsteach” Shield for most prize-winners in the entire 

competition, accompanied by a very complimentary letter from the chairman of the Feis committee stating 

how Irish within our College is going from strength to Strength. 

 

Bliain 8 

1st place - Fionnbarr Ó Loinsigh 

3rd place - Will O’Hare  

 

Bliain 9 

2nd place – Jude Mac Sheáin 

3rd place – Tomás Baicéir 

 

Bliain 10 

2nd place – Leo Ó Conmhidhe 

3rd place – Eoin Mac Giolla Bhríde 

 

Bliain 12 

1st place – Toirealach Ó Brollaigh 

2nd place – Míchéal Ó Duibheannaigh 

3rd place – Euan Mag Uigin 

 

Filíocht / Poetry 

 

Bliain 8 

1st place – Conchúr Markey 

2nd place – Nathan Mulvenna 

 

Bliain 9 

1st place – Carl Ó Maonaigh 

2nd place – Jamie Ó Stó 

3rd place –Jordan McNerney 

 

 



St Malachy’s College 41 

 

Bliain 10 

1st place – Setanta Mac Áilín 

3rd place –Garric Mac Adhaimh 

3rd place – Odhran Mac Aodh 

 

Bliain 12 

1st place – Ciarán Mac Eoin 

 

Year 10 Gael Linn Quiz Winners! 

 In October, a selection of our Year 10 Irish students represented the College in the annual Gael Linn Quiz 

in the Falls Leisure Centre.  We are very pleased to say that a St Malachy's team took 2nd place, beating 

off competition from all our local rivals. The winning team consisted of: Leo Conway, Patrick Ward, Eoin 

McBride and Somhairle Owens Fisher. 

An Cumann Gaelach i gColáiste Mhaolmhaodhóg 
 

The Irish Society in St Malachy’s continued to go from strength to strength throughout the year.  The boys 

met each Tuesday at lunch time and there were various activities to keep them entertained.  Activities 

included: Uno (a hAon) competitions, TV shows, Irish pancake decoration and numerous other games all 

carried out through the medium of Irish.  This is a great opportunity for the boys to use their Irish in a 

relaxed environment. 

 

Year 9 Cultural Visit to Páirc An Chrócaigh 

 

30 Year 9 Irish students visited Croke Park, Dublin, as part of their Gaelic Games topic. The boys learned 

all about the history of the GAA and Croke Park as they toured the stadium and even braved the 17 story 

high Skyline Tour! They finished off the day by perfecting their Gaelic skills in the games centre. They 

had a great time and had the opportunity to put their ‘Cúpla Focal’ to good use! 
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An Ghaeltacht Samhradh 2018 

 

A large number of St Malachy’s boys have decided to spend their summers immersed in language, culture 

and sport in the Donegal Gaeltacht.  Year 8 boys depart from Belfast on 22nd June with some deciding to 

go to Machaire Rabhartaigh and some to Loch An Iúir.  There are a very large number of Year 9, 10, 11, 

12 and 13 boys going to Loch An Iúir & Machaire Rabhartaigh on Cúrsaí B & C.   

 

 

 

Lá Staidéir AS 

 

On Monday 5th March, a group of 12 AS Irish students got the opportunity to attend a study day organised 

by the University of Ulster.  This day was very important as it focused on exam technique and future 

careers in the Irish language sector.   

 

Crosóga Bhríde at An Cumann Gaelach 

 

To mark the Feast of St. Brigid (1st February), the boys of An Cumann Gaelach (Irish Club) were busy 

making Crosóga Bríde (St Brigid's Crosses). This has become an annual event at the club with a few 

teachers even placing an order for next year with the boys! 

 

GCSE Success 

 

We were delighted to achieve 100% Grades A*-C at GCSE in the Year 2016-17 results. This was achieved 

through a very close focus on Controlled assessment and close parental contact. 

 

Our run of success continues at GCSE, with one of our Year 10 Irish-medium students being awarded third 

place in Northern Ireland at GCSE level Irish. This is an excellent achievement for Malachy, who 

completed his GCSE two years early. 
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Scéim na bhFáinní 2017-18 

 

Congratulations to all of our Year 8 and Year 10 Irish students who successfully completed their “Cúpla 

focal” award and their “Silver Fáinne” awards for proficiency in the Irish language.  

 

 

 

Professional Development 

 

E O’ Dare attended a support event for new specification A-level Irish. E O’ Neill attended a support event 

for GCSE Gaeilge new specification. 

 

E O’ Dare continues to work as an examiner for CCEA Irish Listening paper, and E O’ Neill has applied 

for a post with CCEA and is awaiting allocation to a particular unit. 
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LEARNING FOR LIFE AND WORK 

2017-18 was another very busy year for the LLW department. 

At KS3 the revised programme was delivered to both Year 8 and 9. This continued to be received 

favourably by both staff and pupils and allowed the young people to explore a range of issues which 

impact on their daily lives. 

As with previous years teachers were very creative in their delivery of the programme. Pupils had a wide 

range of learning opportunities including group work, art and drama activities. 

The Shared Education programme continues to be a key element of the KS3 LLW programme. A detailed 

report is given in the Shared Education report.  A series of shared classroom experiences were created for 

Year 8 and 9 and these were extremely popular with the pupils. The journals were supplied to Year 8 - 10 

pupils. LLW is a key element of the Shared Education Action Plan for 2018-19. 

In June 2018, Patricia Marcus will run a Relationship and Sexuality Education workshops for all Year 8 

pupils as part of the Personal Development provision. These have been written using a combination of 

Accord and NI Curriculum materials. 

LLW is also infused throughout the Key Stage 3 pastoral / tutorial programme. 

At KS4 LLW contributes directly to the pastoral programme.  The co-ordinator supplies teachers with 

teaching materials and schemes for the citizenship module and a study skills package for Year 11. 

Throughout all Key Stages the LLW department works in close proximity with the careers department. For 

example, the LLW co-ordinator is one of the facilitators of the KS4 Enterprise and Entrepreneurship 

workshop. 

Learning for Life and Work is a self reflective department. Informal discussion and feedback takes place 

regularly between all LLW staff (none of whom are specialists). Prior to the impact of industrial action 

LLW was part of a trusted colleague network. 

In partnership with Pastoral VP, and in dialogue with staff, Patricia Marcus has reviewed and revised the 

RSE Policy. 

Professional Development, Patricia Marcus continues to be an examiner for GCSE LLW. 

Moving forward, in September 2018 LLW will be offered as a GCSE in an exciting new development for 

the department. 
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MATHEMATICS 

 

The Mathematics Department began the academic year receiving an excellent set of results by their 

students: 

GCSE A* - C 100% (NI Av 92.9%); A* - B 86% (NI AV 74%); A* - A 52.2% (NI AV 45.3%) 

GCSE FM A* - C 94.1% (NI AV 95.2%); A* - B 75.5% (NI AV 77.9%); A* - A 51.0% (NI AV 51.4%) 

A Level A* - C 93.9% (NI Av 90.6%); A* - B 75.5% (NI AV 77.9%); A* - A 51.0% (NI AV 51.4%) 

The process of self-evaluation and pupil monitoring has supported the increase in achievement across 

courses. 

 

UKMT Mathematics Challenges 

The two UKMT Challenges, Junior and Senior, were entered by almost 60 students. 

The following students should be commended for their achievements and were awarded certificates. 

Junior UKMT 

Year 9 

Peter Killough  Gold  Best in School  

Charlie Adams Gold 

Michael McGinn Silver 

Jude Johnston  Silver 

Noah Sherry  Silver 

Fintan McDaid Silver 

Luke Donnelly Bronze 

Calum Gray  Bronze 

Luke Quinn   Bronze 

Caoimhin Killyleagh Bronze 

Gerard Auld  Bronze 

Odhran Moore  Bronze 

Gareth Kennedy Bronze 

Aidan George  Bronze 

Year 8 
Conor Mullan  Silver (Best in Year) 

Owen Paul  Silver 

Rory Donaldson Silver 

Matthew Gilhooly Silver 

Feidhlim Campbell Bronze 

Noah Donohoe Bronze 

Darragh Walsh Bronze 

Eoin Duffy  Bronze 

 

Senior UKMT 

Year 14 

Matthew Killough Gold Best in Year (Kangaroo Qualifier) 

Gerard McCool Silver 

Alan Watters  Bronze 

Eoin Aicken  Bronze 

Aaron Hughes   Bronze 

Eoin O’Neill  Bronze 
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James Donnelly Bronze 

Tom Nugent  Bronze 

Thomas Glackin Bronze 

Year 13 
Liam Brady  Gold Best in School (Kangaroo Qualifier) 

Anthony McKenna Silver 

Daniel O’Loan Bronze 

Thomas Reid  Bronze 

 

Kangaroo Qualifiers 

Peter Killough qualified for the follow-on round ‘Pink Kangaroo’ in the Junior UKMT challenge and has 

achieved an average of 100% in all CAT testing throughout the year. 

Matthew Killough (Y14 Further Maths) and Liam Brady (Y13 A Level Maths) qualified for the follow-on 

round ‘Senior Kangaroo’ in the Senior UKMT challenge. Both students study the demanding one year A 

Level courses. They are both exceptional mathematicians. 

UKMT Regional Team Challenge 
St Malachy’s College was the host school for the UKMT Junior Regional Team Challenge organised by 

Miss Corr (Head of Junior Mathematics). We welcomed 26 schools to participate in this exciting and 

challenging event. 

Dr. McIvor accompanied our Senior Mathematics Team to compete in the UKMT Senior Team Challenge 

at Rockport School, Holywood on Friday 17th November 2017. The boys did extremely well and 

demonstrated their excellent skills in teamwork, communication, problem solving and logical thinking. 

They were placed 10th in the competition. 

Year 10 LEARN and EARN 
In March, all Year 10’s attended timetables workshops on Financial Capability and Careers. 

CCEA 
Mrs Bowman works with CCEA as a reviser for GCSE Further Mathematics examinations and attended 

six sessions addressing the content of the examinations.  

Mr Cooke is Assistant Principal Moderator for Key Skills and Essential Skills (Number) and an examiner 

at A Level. 

Mrs Sheridan, in her role as Examinations Officer, attended various meetings in CCEA to help facilitate 

the smooth running of the examinations, including a specific meeting about candidates’ Unique Learner 

Numbers (ULN). Having also undertaken the teaching of Economics A Level, speakers from the European 

Union Offices in London visited the College to discuss the issues around BREXIT. This was a shared visit 

with the Politics Department. 

Key 2-3 Transition 
Miss Corr made contact with several feeder Primary Schools with the aim of getting together to discuss 

transition from Key Stage 2 to Key Stage 3 Mathematics.  

Student Support 
Miss Corr and Dr. McIvor offered KS3 support weekly. 

Dr. McIvor offered A* - A GCSE FM lunchtime classes (Tuesday) to raise achievement. 

Mr McVey took Mathematics HE+ classes for Cambridge. 

Mrs Bowman offered AS Mathematics and A2 Mathematics after school support on Monday and 

Tuesday respectively in addition to the usual open door policy.  

 

 

 

Date Event 
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The Mathematics and Physics department opened a joint lunchtime support unit venture (Wednesday) 

where sixth form subject mentors supported GCSE students in GCSE FM and Physics. 

Letters were distributed to parents of GCSE FM students inviting students to attend revision sessions 

before each GCSE FM paper in June. 

Letters were distributed to parents of 12EF (Weakest Maths Set at GCSE) inviting students to three-day 

revision sessions prior to the final T6 GCSE module. Attendance at these sessions was good. 

Throughout the union action the Mathematics department has continued to meet as a department to keep 

communication links fresh. Although it was mostly social, problems of any nature were discussed and 

sorted. It continues to be an effective line of communication through difficult times. 

 

Year 8 Induction 

 

Mr McVey coordinated Year 8 induction (4 days) assisted by Mrs Bowman in the baseline testing (PIMS). 

 

Mrs G McAlinden (Professional Development) 

Date 

 

Event Staff 

7 Sept 2017 

 

UU Open day Teacher’s 

Seminar 

GMcA 

8 Sept 2017 

 

QUB Open Day Teacher’s 

Seminar 

GMcA 

12 Sept 2017 

 

St Mary’s Open Day 

Teacher’s Seminar 

GMcA 

15 Sept 2017 Oxford Talk Aquinas 

 

GMcA 

23 Nov 2017 

 

NISCA  Autumn Conference GMcA 

14 April 2018 

 

UU Information Event PMcS 

24 May 2018 

 

QUB Career Teacher Event GMcA 

30 May 2018 

 

NISCA  Summer Conference GMcA 

8 June 2018 

 

NBALC CEIAG Conference GMcA 

10-12 June 2018 

 

Dundee Careers Teacher 

Conference 

GMcA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

22nd Study Skills 1- Organisation & Independent Learning 

29th Reading Event 
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Mathematics Department - Extra-Curricular Contributions 

 

Mr McVey works with Year 8 and Year 11 Gaelic Teams providing two training sessions a week and 

preparation for tournaments. 

 

Mr McAlister and Mr Cooke look after all the Cross Country and Athletics in the College. Whilst it would 

take too long to list all the achievements this year, the highlights have been in the Senior Boys age group. 

 

Cross Country 

District & Ulster Schools Champions, runner up in Irish Schools 

8th in World Schools Cross Country Championships which took place in Paris during Easter week. 

 

Track & Field 

District, Ulster and Irish Schools Team Champions. This is the first time in College history that we have 

won any of these titles. 

 

Mr McAlister takes training on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Saturday most weeks of the 

year as well as weekend races. He is also Assistant Cross Country Secretary for Ulster Schools and is a 

Finish Judge at both Ulster and Irish Schools Championships. 

 

Mr Cooke is Honorary Treasurer for Ulster Schools Athletics, on the management board of Athletics NI, 

Irish Schools Executive, a team manager for NI at UK School Games, Chief Finish Judge at District, 

Ulster and Irish Schools Championships and Track Referee at the Inter Provincial Championships. 

Both are involved in team selections for London Mini Marathon, Inter Provincial Championships and UK 

School Games as well as helping to organise Championships at District, Ulster and Irish level. 

 

Conclusion 

The Mathematics Department is a hard working department and throughout the union action has continued 

to meet as a department to keep communication links fresh. Although it is primarily social, problems of 

any nature are discussed and sorted. It continues to be an effective line of communication through difficult 

times. 
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MUSIC DEPARTMENT 
 

Examination Results  
GCSE Music August 2017.  Twelve boys received 1A 4B 6C 1D.   

AS results August 2017.  Three boys received 1A 2C.  All continued into A2 Music. 

A2 results August 2017.  Three boys received 1A*, 1A, 1B. 

 

Various new measures have been put in place from September 2017 to ensure improved results for Summer 2018 

including increased parental/tutor/HoY contact regarding pupil work, compulsory attendance at Choir for GCSE and 

A Level boys to improve aural/sight reading/pitching/general knowledge, close monitoring of attendance at extra-

curricular clubs, Music Department Subject Report introduced, trips to Ulster Orchestra and other concerts to 

encourage wider listening, high expectations of musicians in and outside of the classroom. 

  

Sean Catney (leaver 2017) is now studying Music at Queen’s University.  Tom Deazley UVI was awarded a place at 

the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland (formerly Royal Scottish Academy of Music and Drama) for September 2018. 

 

Practical Examination Results 
Awaiting results from June 2018, then a results table will follow with breakdown and comparison with 

previous years. 
 

Staff 
We said farewell to several peripatetic staff throughout the academic year: John Gillen (percussion), Shelagh 

McLeod (violin), Kerry Brady (cello), Louise Sweet (trombone), Seamus O’Labdhadhra (traditional), Winston 

Pollock (pipes). We wish them well in their musical ventures.  In particular, we pray for Andrew Thompson 

(clarinet) who suddenly took ill in December 2017, and we hope that he makes a full recovery. Our thoughts are 

with Andrew and his family.  

 

We welcomed several new peripatetic music staff to the College including: Ross Lyness (trombone), Fionnuala 

Fagan-Thiebot (violin), Andrew Nesbitt (cello), Conor Caldwell (traditional / alumnus), Patrick McErlean (bassoon / 

alumnus), Simon Neill (voice / piano) and Sarah Smith (clarinet).  In June 2018, a new oboe teacher, Witold Wrobel, 

was appointed to begin teaching from September. We hope that these talented teachers enjoy working with our boys 

and contributing to our ongoing musical successes. 

 

The year began with the usual peripatetic music teacher’s meeting in August during which best practice, target 

setting and lesson structure were among the topics addressed. 

 

Department Resources 
The Music Department undertook a mini-refurbishment at the start of the academic year including the installation of 

new ceilings and replacement ceiling tiles, a transfer of the College LP collection, reference books and CDs to M3, a 

complete reorganisation and cataloguing of all choral and orchestral music (M3), addition of two studio rooms, and 

maintenance work completed on a large amount of instruments including violins, doubles basses, pianos, percussion 

and our College Hall Steinway. The 1878 Steinway has had a new front leg brace and key slip fitted.  Further work 

on the Steinway lyre and pedals will take place over the summer at Monaghan Piano Centre.  In a fully re-furbished 

condition, this antique Steinway would fetch up to £50k at auction, so it is worth maintaining! 
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Annual Christmas and Spring Concerts 
On Sunday 3rd December 2017, over one hundred boys performed in the College’s Annual Christmas Concert.  

Groups performing included the Symphony Orchestra, Junior and Senior String Orchestras, the Junior and Senior 

Choirs, Chamber Choir, Irish Trad Group, Jazz Band, Clariphones, and Brass Group.  They all performed to an 

extremely high standard. One parent commented, “The talent was amazing and the boys performed brilliantly. I have 

been attending school concerts for longer than I care to remember and yesterday evening will stand out as a most 

memorable evening.”  

 

We held a hugely successful Spring Concert in the College Hall on Sunday 15th April where our boys received a 

rousing standing ovation from a large and enthusiastic audience (see our facebook page for video). The programme 

included all the main ensembles, 6th form soloists, and our Choirs performed highlights from Vivaldi’s Gloria. 

 

 

Philadelphia Music Tour 
On Wednesday 7 March, eleven Irish Traditional musicians accompanied by Mr Strange and Mrs McCusker set off 

on an epic seven-day Music Tour of Philadelphia and Delaware County, USA. The boys performed at four Masses 

with Bishop Donal McKeown, gave three evening concerts, performed in two St. Patrick’s Day Parades, played for 

children at an Elementary School, clocked up nearly 8000 air miles, danced at a ceili, had a police escort to the 

airport, and they have been asked by popular demand to record a CD of their music!  Special thanks must be 

recorded for all the hard work and organising done by John Cooke, Principal of Bonnie-Prender Catholic High 

School; Deirdre McCusker for all of her work in preparation for the trip and for accompanying us; and of course 

Dan Harrell, the leading personality and constant driving force behind St. Malachy’s continuing connection to 

Philadelphia.  It was great to see Dan again in March after he flew out to see us and the Alumni Recital in February.   

 

The boys performed flawlessly on every occasion and they acted as outstanding ambassadors not just for their 

School but for all young people from this province.  The boys were coached by Conor Caldwell and they will record 

a CD of their music in the College during the last week of June 2018. 

 

First Alumni Recital 
On Thursday 22 February former pupils and staff graced the College Hall stage once more for St. Malachy’s First 

Alumni Recital.  This is a new tradition which, whilst celebrating St. Malachy's unique musical heritage, will inspire 

current boys to follow in their predecessors' footsteps and aspire to musical excellence.  We intend to hold this event 

every two years. 

A large and appreciative audience were in attendance to listen to a wide variety of musical styles performed at the 

very highest level.  We were also honoured to welcome back former Head of Music of 32 years, Fr. Kevin 

McMullan, who received a standing ovation for his supreme interpretation of Chopin’s formidable Bb minor 

Scherzo. 

During the interval, the Friends of St. Malachy’s presented a cheque to the Music Department for the purchase of a 

new concert piano stool befitting the College Hall Steinway grand piano.  There was a reception in the College 

Library after the concert and many former staff and Old Boys, parents and friends were reacquainted and enjoyed 

catching up over a glass of wine.  We look forward to the next Alumni Recital!   

 

Trips and workshops 
Friday 29 Sep   Ulster Orchestra trip – Ulster Hall 7.45pm (Beet / Mah) GCSE and A Level  

musicians attend 

Saturday 21 Oct   John Williams – Ulster Orchestra – Waterfront 7.45pm 

Tuesday 24 Oct   A2 musicians attend Ulster Orchestra Lunchtime Concert, A2 set works 

Sunday 26 Nov   Ulster Hall 7.30pm – Mahler 2 (led by Steven Cullen, OM) European Doctors 

Wednesday 7 Feb  The Robinson Panoramic String Quartet, Workshop in Music Department 
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Performances at the College 
Thursday 5 Oct   Junior Prize Giving, Jazz Band 

Friday 13 Oct   Opening of Diocesan Library, Senior Piano Quartet 

Thursday 26 Oct  Year 8 Mass, twenty-four strong Year 8 instrumental group  

and singing group  

Friday 27 Oct Feast of St. Malachy’s Mass, St. Patrick’s, Senior Orchestra, College Choir and 

Chamber Choir  

Monday 13 Nov  Old Boys Mass, Chamber Choir 

Saturday 25 Nov  Friends’ Gala Dinner College Hall, Jazz Band 

Monday 18 Dec   Prize Giving, Senior Strings  

Tuesday 19 Dec   College Carol Services, Jazz Band  

Wednesday 20 Dec  Staff Service and Christmas Lunch, Chamber Choir and Jazz Band  

Wednesday 10 Jan    Open Nights:  Senior Strings – M1, Chamber Choir – Chapel, 

Thursday 11 Jan  Jazz Band – College Hall, l Irish Trad group 1 – Crolly Study, 

    Irish Trad group 2 – Lecture Theatre 

Tuesday 15 May  Junior Concert, Chapel  

Thursday 21 June  Wild Atlantic Way, Irish Trad group 

 

Performances in the Community 
On Monday 11 December, Tom Deazley performed at Fortwilliam Macrory Presbyterian Church’s Community 

Advent Service, after being invited by Mr Robert Briscoe to sing. Mr McGrath accompanied. 

 

On Friday 15 December our excellent Jazz Band were invited to perform at Ulster University’s Christmas Lunch in 

Belfast. They did such a terrific job that they were invited back again to perform at Ulster University's 

Commonwealth Creativity & Diversity Big Lunch on Friday 20th April, much to the delighted of UU staff who 

remembered their enjoyable performances at Christmas.  

 

The Jazz Band were active again on Monday 5 March, as they featured in a showcase hosted by Ulster Youth Jazz at 

the Black Box, Belfast.  The Jazz Band’s final engagement was on Saturday 2nd June for Cancer Lifeline at the 

Dockers Club in Belfast. 

 

The Jazz Band boys meet with Mr Davison every Friday after school; sincere thanks to Paul for his leadership, 

enthusiasm, encouragement, and dedication to this group of boys.  They are performing at a very high level and are 

in high demand both inside and outside of the College.  

    

Our Traditional Irish Musicians have also been kept busy all year. Firstly, they prepared, twice per week for the 

Philadelphia tour and the success of this tour has led to a series of high-profile engagements for them.  On Friday 2 

April, the senior Irish musicians performed at the opening concert of the Belfast Arts Weekenders Festival, Duncairn 

Centre.  Then on Friday 13 April, the whole group performed at the GAA Ulster Schools Awards in the Europa 

Hotel.  The boys performed throughout the banquet part of the evening, following a performance given by the 

famous Artane Marching Band.  Then on Tuesday 12 June, the group were invited to perform at Carlisle Methodist 

Memorial Building alongside the Ulster Orchestra as part of a reception for HRH The Prince of Wales, The Lord-

Lieutenant for Belfast Fionnuala Jay-O'Boyle, and a host of politicians and dignitaries. The boys were delighted to 

be filmed by UTV News shortly afterwards! 

 

Sincere thanks to Conor Caldwell, who has also returned to his alma mater to teach Music, for all his hard work this 

year.  He has been an inspirational tutor for the boys and his professional, creative approach to Irish Traditional 

Music making is evident in what the boys are producing and in the manner in which they carry it out. 
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One of our final engagements this year, and possibly the most rewarding, was when we took twenty-four Year 8-11 

Musicians to the Royal Belfast Hospital for Sick Children on Tuesday 29 May, to perform a selection of solo and 

ensemble pieces.  Dr Claire Lundy (Consultant in Neurodisability and Rehabilitation) summed up our boys’ 

contribution beautifully:  

“I would like to share my sincere thanks to yourself, Mr Davidson and all the boys for today’s performance. 

It was perfect! Feedback from children, parents and staff was fantastic. Everyone felt that the music was beautiful 

and provided a moment of joy in the day. It was particularly moving to hear from some of the children how much 

they enjoyed it. Hopefully the boys enjoyed themselves and recognise the contribution they have made. They are a 

credit to the school. We look forward to St Malachy’s having a regular gig in the Children’s Hospital!” 

 

Flax Trust 
We are privileged to have worked alongside the Flax Trust several times this year, under the direction of Megan 

Mooney.  In September, a select group of Choir members rehearsed with other FISCA choirs (Mercy College, Boys 

Model, Hazelwood and a number of North Belfast primary schools) culminating in a performance with Flax Trust 

Singers and the Ulster Orchestra at the North Belfast Community Leadership Awards in Holy Cross Church on 

Tuesday 19 September. 

 

Our entire Senior Choir (tenors and basses) then began a short programme of joint rehearsals with Hazelwood 

soprano sand altos, in order to compete in the Flax Trust Inter-School Choir Competition in the City Hall on 

Thursday 14 December.  After a successful but not winning performance the College were awarded £500 and were 

invited to sing again at the Flax Trust Christmas Gala Concert, Holy Cross Church on Tuesday 19 December.  

The boys embraced the competitive element of the competition and were genuinely disappointed not to win, but we 

will be back!  Thank you to Megan and her team for giving us the opportunity to perform alongside them and with 

our North Belfast neighbours. 

 

Ulster Youth Choir  
On Wednesday 15 November, the Senior Choir attended an Ulster Youth Choir workshop and auditions. The 

following boys have been awarded a place on Ulster Youth Choir’s summer course 2018.  Congratulations to all the 

boys who auditioned! 

 

Ulster Youth Training Choir:   Cormac Molloy, Eoin Conroy, Jai Benson, Matthew Weiniger  

          Adam McCambridge, Nathan Bunting 

Ulster Youth Choir:   Colm Mohan 

 

Music Festivals & Competitions  
Antrim Fleadh 

Jude Scott, Year 8 is on his way to becoming a champion Tin Whistle player!  In April, he won the under-12 Tin 

Whistle and under-12 Tin Whistle Slow Air class at the Antrim Fleadh, and he impressed a large and enthusiastic 

audience at our Junior Concert on 15th May with his rendition of ‘The Kelp Store’.  Jude is a member of St. 

Malachy’s Irish Traditional Group and the Glengormley School of Traditional Irish Music.  Congratulations, Jude! 

 

Junior Instrumental Competition 

In June, we reinstated another old Music Department tradition, the Junior Music Competition, which offers cash 

prizes for those who are bold enough to enter it! Building on our competitive experiences at Music Festivals this 

year, this ‘House’ competition is for players of all abilities to enter.  One of the messages we are promoting is that 

hard work pays off and there is money to be made in the future if you excel at your instrument! It also keeps our 

boys focused and practising until near the end of term. Three finals were held on Monday 11, Wednesday 13 and 

Thursday 14 June – Strings, Wind and Brass, and Piano and Percussion and the total prize money totalled £180. 
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Holywood Music Festival November 2017 

RESULTS 

 

Irish Traditional Senior Solo    1st place  Ciaron McKenna 

Best Irish Traditional Performance  Cup   Ciaron McKenna 

String Solo grade 7-8    1st place + Cup Colm Mohan 

Senior Woodwind Ensemble   1st place  Clariphones 

Flute Solo grade 5-6    1st place + Shield Kelan Benson 

Senior Woodwind Ensemble   1st place  Clariphones 

Brass Solo grade 7-8    1st place  Patrick Creagh 

Highest scoring Brass Soloist   £50   Patrick Creagh 

Senior Vocal Repertoire    2nd place + £100 Tom Deazley 

Outstanding Instrumentalist Award  2nd place + £50  Colm Mohan 

String Solo grade 5-6    2nd place  Adam McCambridge 

         Darragh Conlon 

      3rd place  Eoin Conroy 

         Nathan Bunting 

 

Boys invited to perform in Holywood Festival Gala Night on 25 November 2017: 

Patrick Creagh Trombone        Tom Deazley Baritone 

Ciaron McKenna Irish Flute          Colm Mohan Cello 

 

 

Holywood Music Festival Audience Member: 

“I attended the music festival as a parent of a child in another class, your boys’ performance was excellent, and 

what was even better was the way that they reacted to the adjudicator  

who spent some time with them after their performance. 

They were a joy to listen to and watch, and you should be very proud of them.” 

 

Ballymena Music Festival February 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLASS PLACE NAME 

Tin Whistle, Post Primary and under 14 years 3rd  Jude Scott 

Banjo/Mandolin, Post-Primary Age 2nd  Martin Scott 

Slow Air- Any instrument, Post Primary and 

under 14 years. 

2nd  Jude Scott 

Tin Whistle over 16 years to Adult 2nd  Ciaran McKenna 

Solo Flute over 14 years to Adult 1st  Ciaran McKenna 

Boys' Vocal Solo: 14 to 18 years 2nd  Tom Deazley 

Composition, to be performed on stage 

during the Festival 

2nd  Oran McBrien 

Pianoforte Solo, 15 - 16 years 2nd  Oran McBrien 

String Orchestra, Open 1st  Senior Strings 

Senior Orchestra, Open 1st  College Orchestra 

Cello Solo, 15 - 17 years 2nd  

3rd 

Colm Mohan  

Adam McCambridge 

Bach Prize (Lagan Music Festival) 1st  Colm Mohan 

Woodwind Ensemble, Open 2nd  Clariphones 

Flute Solo, 15 - 16 years 1st  Kelan Benson 
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The College Orchestra and Senior Strings were both awarded first place in their classes at the Ballymena Music 

Festival on Wednesday 21 February.  The boys were praised on the quality of their performances and for beautiful 

solos given by Darragh Conlon, Adam McCambridge and Colm Mohan.  The percussion section was also delighted 

to be described as "outstanding"!   

  

Competition was tough; both BRA and Ballymena Academy gave very solid performances. The boys thoroughly 

deserved both of their wins after all their hard work.  Well done, boys; we will be back to defend our titles next year! 

 

Summary 
Our Music Department enjoys an historic and enviable reputation for musical excellence and participation.  We have 

been reminded about that this year, particularly at the First Alumni Recital.  The unique legacy that we have 

inherited has also fuelled a renewed sense of purpose, responsibility and vision this year.  We must not only 

remember the golden eras of our Music Department, we must build on them for today’s boys.  

 

In musical terms, we are only as good as our last concert! We have already demonstrated the ability to improve on 

our extra-curricular performances this year, achieving considerable success and recognition in several areas.  We 

hope that this is also the case in August when our boys receive their academic results.   

 

Special thanks must go to Mr McBride, Mrs McCusker and Mrs Stewart who have all been very supportive of our 

many undertakings and new initiatives this year.  Next year (2018-19) we are holding our Spring Concert in Clonard 

Monastery and this will be the focal point for us in terms of extra-curricular performance. We are re-introducing 

Further Music as an option for Year 9 from September 2018, and we look forward to seeing great developments in 

our Junior Music making. We will continue to recruit instrumentalists and singers, and should see even greater 

numbers of participation in our Christmas Concert in December.  We also aim to defend our new trophies at 

Ballymena and Holywood. In short, onwards and upwards! 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

 

St Malachy’s College has an unrivalled reputation for excellence across a wide range of sports.  The 

College is a recipient of a ‘Sports Gold Mark,’ awarded by the Sports Council for Northern Ireland in 

conjunction with the Department of Education, in recognition of excellence in the delivery of curricular 

Physical Education and provision of a varied extra-curricular sports programme. 

 

The floodlit (3G) third generation pitch has been operational for twelve years now and is a terrific facility 

that benefits both the pupils and the local community.  The College makes full use of the pitch for 

curricular and extra-curricular activities up to 5.30pm Monday to Friday and manages the community use 

from 6.00pm to 10.00pm during the week and also at weekends. The pitch is used for PE classes, extra-

curricular sport, outside clubs and for students before school, at break time and lunch time. Due to the very 

heavy usage, the quality of the playing surface has diminished significantly. We are very much looking 

forward to the time when we are in a position to address this. The PE Department appreciates the financial 

pressures currently being placed on school budgets but again welcomes the positive comments from our 

College Principal with regards to the potential for extending and refurbishing the staff area as well as 

resurfacing the pitch. 

 

Usage of the Fitness Suite by both staff and students continues to increase. The Key Stage 4 PE students 

have benefited from an overhaul of the programme to make it more specific to their level of performance. 

The Fitness Suite is of great benefit when assisting in the physical preparation of the various school sports 

teams. Many players who are involved in College teams use the Fitness Suite before, during and after 

school. Key Stage 5 students have access to the Fitness Suite for four periods during the week as a break 

from their studies and to maintain and develop their personal fitness levels. In addition to weight resistance 

machines, cardiovascular fitness machines and free weights, the department has added Swiss exercise 

balls, resistance bands, skipping ropes, a punch bag, dip bars and chin up bars to enhance the experience. 

 

Regarding examination PE in the 2017-18 academic year, there were two Year 11 and two Year 12 class 

studying GCSE Physical Education (CCEA) with healthy numbers in each. The numbers for next year are, 

once again, very promising at GCSE and we plan to have two GCSE classes in 2018/19.  Mr Molloy and 

Mr McClean continue to do an excellent job at GCSE level There is a new specification for next year in 

CCEA. After school booster classes, at GCSE, AS and A2, help those boys who are under performing or 

having difficulty with specific topics. Mr McClean, alongside Mr Niblock, have been instrumental in 

delivering the AS and A2 components of the new A-Level Sports Science course. Mr McClean has 

continued his role as a moderator within CCEA. This has already been of great benefit to our boys. Mr 

Molloy, Mr McClean and Mr Niblock also make an excellent contribution to the department with their 

time and expertise in various extra-curricular activities.  

 

The biggest addition in our department over the past year has been the securing of two 3rd year students 

from the Ulster University Sports Outreach Programme. This is a relatively new programme but a number 

of other schools have benefited from the programme over recent years. We were successful in our 

application and Mr Patrick McAllister (former pupil) and Mr John Donnelly joined the staff in September 

2017. The department staff and the boys have benefitted greatly from the massive contributions that both 

young men made over this past year. Patrick and John helped to deliver General PE classes and GCSE 

classes. They worked to support those AS and A2 students who were struggling academically with their 

coursework. John and Patrick also coached football teams after school and contributed massively to what 

has been an exceptional sporting year on the football pitch. They developed excellent relationships with 
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the boys and staff, and feel that they have benefited tremendously by working within the PE Department 

over the past year. We very much appreciate the financial support from Mr McBride in making this 

possible. We are delighted with the impact of the sports outreach programme and have attracted two more 

students for the next academic year, Mr Michael McArdle (former pupil) and Anthony Braniff (former 

pupil at La Salle). 

 

We have continued to target and assist students that are struggling with their weight and personal fitness.  

We have extended the Active Summer Programme to allow for earlier intervention with a small number of 

students rather than wait until the summer months. The students involved received a colour booklet packed 

with simple advice on diet, nutrition and hydration as well as a personal exercise programme with specific 

targets, in an effort to help them during the summer break from routine. This has proven to be very well 

received by the students and parents alike, with several success stories to report. Following on from this 

success, the PE Department decided to intervene earlier in the school year, by selecting pupils based on 

their Individual Fitness Profile Tests for additional help.  

 

We now provide lunch time support for identified students. With the availability of the fitness suite at 

lunch times, the boys have an individual fitness programme to follow in an effort to improve their basic 

cardio respiratory fitness and reduce their weight. Again this has proven to be a valuable use of time and 

resources with several pupils making great progress.  

 

EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES AND STAFF 

 

The College curricular and extra-curricular programme endeavours to promote a healthy and active 

lifestyle and lay the foundation for further development of interest in sport after school and in the 

community. 

 

The well managed programme makes a significant contribution to the physical, social, mental and moral 

education of our pupils and should: 

• Contribute to the health and well-being of pupils 

• Help develop pupils’ self esteem 

• Extend the benefits of PE lessons 

• Offer opportunities for competitive challenges and representative honours 

• Contribute to the development of excellence 

 

Tribute must be paid to all staff for their commitment in giving of their own time for our extra-curricular 

sports programme.  The College offers a wide and extensive range of activities at a variety of age groups, 

by providing equal opportunity and encouraging high participation rates. Our extra-curricular sports 

programme is successful because of the commitment of our pupils, dedication and professionalism of the 

staff, the continuing support of parents, the senior management and our Principal, Mr. McBride. 

 

In addition to teaching staff, the College is forever grateful to many past pupils and parents who also assist 

with sport development in the College and who, as proud Malachians want to maintain the rich sporting 

reputation of the College throughout Ireland and beyond. Mr Danny Fulton has assisted greatly in the 

development of our Basketball and Golf teams. Mr Michael McKendry once again has made a great 

contribution to the Water Polo teams throughout the year. Mrs McCormick (mother of Tiernan and 

Caolan) and Mr Leggett (father of Thomas) have also helped as we entered teams in schools swimming 

competitions for the first time in several years. They have all given of their time, energy and expertise. The 

PE staff and the boys are very grateful of this invaluable help and support. 
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Mr. Molloy, as Teacher in charge of Basketball and Soccer continues to do an outstanding job in co-

ordinating the coaching of various teams throughout the school. This includes working closely with staff to 

ensure all our teams get an appropriate pitch allocation for training, that all games are played on time with 

a minimum of disruption and crucially that we ensure the boys who are out of class to represent the 

College are up to date with their academic work. Mr. McAlister continues with the responsibility of 

Teacher in charge of Athletics and Cross Country and the boys have been hugely successful again this 

year. Mr Michael Cooke also continues to work closely with our athletes and has been a huge part of their 

success. 

 

The large number of members of staff in the College that helps with the delivery of these activities, and 

where necessary, assisted by coaches from outside agencies include: 

 

Activity   Staff Member 
 

Athletics / Cross Country Mr Joe McAllister 

Mr Michael Cooke 

 

Basketball   Mr Adrian Fulton 

Mr Phil Molloy 

Mr Scott Summersgill 

 

 

Gaelic Football  Mr Andy McClean 

Mr Kevin Niblock 

Mr Aaron Douglas 

Mr Paul McVey 

Mr Stephen Granville 

Mr Mark Kelly 

    Mr Micheal Magill 

 

Golf    Mr Danny Fulton 

 

Hurling   Mr Andy McClean  

Mr Mark Kelly 

Mr Phil Molloy 

Mr Simon McCrory 

 

Rugby    Dr Jonny Thompson 

    Mr David Burke 

 

Soccer    Mr Phil Molloy 

Mr Pat McStravick 

Mr Liam McGuinness 

Mr Chris Johnston 

Mr Paul O’Halloran 

Mr Keith McKenna 

Mr Hugh McAlister 
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Mr David Burke 

Mr Micheal Magill 

Mr John Donnelly 

Mr Patrick McAllister 

 

Water Polo   Mr Michael McKendry 

 

EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 

 

Year 8 Induction Sports Camp 

 

To kick off the new academic year the P.E. Department, assisted by other staff members and several past 

pupils, hosted a two day sports camp for our new Year 8 intake, the week before school was due to begin. 

 

The pupils were given the opportunity to meet their new peer group and classmates in the informal setting 

of the P.E. Department, and, using sport as the vehicle, get to know their new surroundings, having come 

from feeder primary schools across our ever-widening catchment area. In addition to the 160 year 8 pupils, 

several pupils transferring into the College in Year 9 were also in attendance. 

 

The boys were given expert coaching in Soccer, Gaelic Football and Basketball over the two days. Perhaps 

more importantly, they were given the opportunity to meet, mingle and converse with their new classmates 

and hopefully establish the beginnings of new friendships for the next seven years and beyond. 

 

Martin McMullan Shield 

Annual Year 8 Cross Country Race 

 

The Year 8 pupils participated in the annual Martin McMullan Memorial cross country championship on 

2nd October. The pupils travelled in convoy to Mallusk playing fields accompanied by the PE Dept staff 

and Class Prefects. Mr McBride also took time out from his busy schedule to come up to Mallusk and 

encourage the pupils.  

 

The pupils took part in a warm up routine, before it was time to set off in the race proper. Mr. McKillop 

issued the boys with last minute instructions, and they were off on their way around the 1 mile course, 

which had been expertly marked out and marshalled by members of the college junior running club. 

  

A very close race ensued up front and the remainder of the field put in a tremendous effort to contribute to 

their class team totals, giving us an exciting team race as well as individual battle.  

 

Some days later, Year 8 pupils attended a special assembly in the College Hall for the presentation of 

individual awards and team prizes by a very special guest, former pupil and current principal dancer with 

Riverdance, Jason O’Neill. It was a real privilege to welcome Jason back to the College and he spoke both 

brilliantly and fondly of his time here. It was a great occasion. 
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Martin McMullan Memorial race 2017     

 

Place 

 

Student 

 

Class 

 Class Results 

1 Danaan Strong 8B  8A 82 (3,8,9,13,19,30) 

2 Aaron Lynch 8E  8B 87 (1,10,11,15,23,27) 

3 Sean Maguire 8A  8D 91 (7,12,14,16,17,25) 

4 Francis Turley 8E  8E 98 (2,4,18,20,26,28) 

5 Eoin Privelege 8C  8C 114 (5,6,21,22,24,35) 

6 Ciaran McAlea 8C     

7 Feidhlim Campbell 8D     

8 Ronan Mervyn 8A     

9 Ryan Calo 8A     

10 Aidan Kirkpatrick 8B     

11 Matthew Carville 8B     

12 Michael Donnelly 8D     

13 Jake Calo 8A     

14 Rory Donaldson 8D     

15 Charlie O'Kane 8B     

16 Eoin Prenter 8D     

17 Peter Cash 8D     

18 Odhran Graham 8E     

19 Niall McConnell 8A     

20 Joe Brolly 8E     

21 Jack Kelly 8C     

22 Michael McLaverty 8C     

23 Jack McKernan 8B     

24 Daire Meehan 8C     

25 Odhran Browne 8D     

26 Mark McCartney 8E     

27 Reece McAdorey 8B     

28 Matthew McGuigan 8E     

29 Caolan McCormick 8B     

30 Jake Massingham 8A     
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BASKETBALL 

 

 

SUBWAY Schools Under 19 A Boys Cup final 

St Malachy’s College, Belfast: 65 

Templeogue College: 74 

The Under 19 A Boys SUBWAY Schools Cup final lived up to an exceeded all expectations this afternoon 

as St Malachy’s College (Belfast) and Templeogue College (Dublin) dished up an absolute thriller in front 

of a packed Arena in Tallaght this afternoon. 

Templeogue’s Matthew Harper was crowned MVP of a game that had absolutely everything, but had a 

huge supporting cast around him in the form of Iarla McKeon, Sam and Jack Walsh to name but a few. 

St Malachy’s were dominant across the floor too, with CJ Fulton one of the brightest stars on the court for 

the Belfast team. 

Templeogue started the game the brightest, driving into an 0-5 lead early on, but Malachy’s soon settled 

and by the end of the first – which saw Templeogue leading by just 8-11 – it was obvious to all in 

attendance that this was going to be a ding-dong battle. 

Big scores from Templeogue captain Sam Walsh, McKeon and Adam Riordan in the second quarter were 

answered at the other end in style by Niall Hurson, Niall McGinnity and Matthew Mulholland and it was 

neck-in-neck throughout, with Malachy’s just holding a slim lead at the half, 34-32. 

An absorbing third quarter followed, as within the first 40 seconds, the games were tied at 35 points 

apiece, and two huge scores from Harper followed to edge Templeogue back into the lead moments later. 

A fantastic move inside from St Malachy’s Hurson saw the games back at level pegging a second later 

though, but this was responded to almost immediately at the other end with a massive three from Iarla 

McKeon. 

End-to-end action it remained, as Conor Cooke responded for Malachy’s, but again, a huge score from 

Jack Walsh from Templeogue kept them just ahead, before two final free throws of the quarter from St 

Malachy’s put the bare minimum between the sides going into the last, 50-51. 

Another extremely close quarter followed, with Malachy’s taking the lead (60-59) midway through thanks 

to super work from McGinnity, but a super steal from Jack Walsh saw him find Harper inside under the 

boards, and Templeogue went up by four, 60-64. With their tails now up as they could see the clock 

counting down, Templeogue began to push on and a huge defensive display from the Dubliners in the 

closing minutes set them up for some fantastic scores at the other end and they ran out 65-74 point winners 

in the end after an absolutely thrilling game of basketball. 

ST MALACHY’S COLLEGE (Belfast): Christopher Fulton (12), Ryan Scott, Niall Hurson (6), Michael 

McWilliams, Conor Ryan (9), Cormac O’Rourke (6), Niall McGinnity (12), Conor Cooke (6), John Moran 

(5), Conn Doherty (1), Matthew Mulholland (8). 

TEMPLEOGUE COLLEGE: Matthew Harper (22), Hugo McDonnell, Conor Flood, Iarla McKeon (19), 

Cian Murphy (2), Sam Walsh (10), Jack Walsh (7), Scott Kavanagh, Adam Riordan (9), Darragh Murphy, 

Finn McKeon (5), Abdu Eraghubi, Kevin Robinson. 

MVP: Matthew Harper (Templeogue College) 
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Subway Schools Under 16 A Boys final 

St Mary’s CBS The Green Tralee: 46 

St Malachy’s Belfast: 62 

CJ Fulton had the crowd on their feet in the National Basketball Arena in Tallaght this afternoon as he 

netted a whopping 47 of his side’s 62 points in the Subway Schools Under 16 A Boys Cup final. 

It was a shooting exhibition from Fulton with 45 of those points coming from a massive tally of 15 three-

pointers – an absolutely incredible feat. 

For St Malachy’s Belfast it was a day they’ll never forget as they stormed to a 62-46-point win over St 

Mary’s CBS The Green (Tralee), who just had no answer for the fire of Fulton. 

 

From Twitter: 

That’s the game and what a game it was!!! St Malachys Belfast are #Subway Schools U16 A Boys 

champions with a 62-46 point win over St Mary’s CBS The Green today - CJ Fulton with 47 POINTS! (15 

three pointers!!!!) pic.twitter.com/eYxwNq3OxE 

— Basketball Ireland (@BballIrl) January 25, 2018 

 

 

The opening quarter was nip and tuck between the two schools, with Rapolas Buivydas dominating for 

Tralee, getting in some early scores to keep them neck-in-neck with Malachy’s. However, six of Fulton’s 

three pointers were to come in this quarter and unable to keep him under control, Malachy’s held a 28-15-

point lead by the first buzzer. 

And it didn’t stop – it rained threes for Malachy’s for the remainder of the game, with Conor Eastwood 

adding a good score early on, but the first half (and indeed, the entire game) belonged to Fulton, who 

finished the second quarter with 35 points to his name – 33 coming from 11 three-pointers – to see his side 

ahead 43-23 going into the third. 

Again, it was Buivydas who continued to be a handful for the Malachy’s defence as the third quarter got 

underway, and brilliant link up play with Niall Fitzmaurice and Darragh Broderick saw some great scores 

for the Tralee school as Warriors hero, Kieran Donaghy cheered them on from the side lines. A much 

closer affair ensued in the third, with the sides matching each other score for score, but Malachy’s still had 

a big margin going into the last 57-35 to the good. 

From Twitter: 

CJ FULTON!!!!! End Q3 #Subway Schools U16A Boys final it’s St Mary’s CBS The Green 35 St 

Malachys 57 pic.twitter.com/WKqaCw83Qb 

— Basketball Ireland (@BballIrl) January 25, 2018 

Another top class display from Fulton throughout the end saw him finish the game out with 15 three-

pointers in total, and there was no question in anyone’s mind as to where the MVP award was going as 

Malachy’s ran out 62-46 point winners. 

https://twitter.com/hashtag/SubwaySchools?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://t.co/eYxwNq3OxE
https://twitter.com/BballIrl/status/956545999673143296?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/hashtag/SubwaySchools?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://t.co/WKqaCw83Qb
https://twitter.com/BballIrl/status/956541444440895488?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
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ST MARY’S CBS THE GREEN, TRALEE: Ciaran Brosnan (6), Niall Fitzmaurice (10), David 

Moriarty, Jack Moriarty, Rapolas Buivydas (21), Luke Chester (4), Dylan Harris, Darragh Broderick (5), 

Peter Kearns, Darragh Falvey, Seamus Bradley, Rew Guardiano. 

ST MALACHY’S BELFAST: John Rainey, CJ Fulton (47), Ryan Kingi, Conor Eastwood (4), Niall 

Morgan, Odhran O’Boyle (3), Conall McGirr, Darragh Ferguson (2), Niall Quinn, Vincent Enginco, Conor 

McDonnell (2), Denis Price (4), Jordan Cunningham, Eoin Hackett, Callum Rocks. 

MVP: CJ Fulton (St Malachy’s Belfast) 

U15 Basketball Squad:  

 

Niall Quinn; Ryan Kingi; Darragh Ferguson; Niall Morgan; Tiernan McCormick; Conall McGirr; Luke 

O’Connor; Dara Maguire; Saul Sherlock; Sean Murray; Patrick Lynch; Daire Browne 

 

The U15 basketball squad had a competitive schools campaign in the All Ireland Schools League winning 

all their games within the North and North West regions. This included wins over Rathmore, OLSPCK, 

Lagan, St. Eunan’s Letterkenny and Summerhill College, Sligo. At All Ireland level, we made the last 16 

stage, playing a tournament in Navan. We won 1 out of the 3 games. In the cup we lost to the eventual 

winners, Calasanctius College, Oranmore but have made significant strides since last year and are hopeful 

that the team will be competitive in the U16 age group next year. 

 

Year 9 Basketball Squad:  

 

The Year 9 College team is an inexperienced squad but the players have made great strides. The team had 

a tremendous experience at the All Ireland tournament and are already looking forward to next year as they 

will have the addition of a very talented Year 8 group. The Year 9 squad is listed below: 

 

Luke Quinn 

Jacob Mulholland 

Daire O’Hare 

Luke Donnelly 

Patrick Doran 

Jake McCotter 

Ronan McAree 

Conor McCullough 

Jude Woods 

Christian Herceda 

Matthew Kane 

 

The Year 8 squad trained hard all year with over 30 boys attending weekly training sessions. They are a 

talented group and retained the Vince Halloran Cup with a series of good performances over OLSPCK, 

Lagan College, St Mary’s CBS Belfast and Friends. The boys will be looking forward to competing at 

national level next year. The squad is listed below: 

 

Michael Donnelly (8D)     Jake Calo  (8A) 

Leon Jonny  (8C)     Fionnbar O’Loingsigh (8B) 

Finn Kennedy  (8B)     Sean Maguire  (8A) 

Jake Massingham (8A)     Piarras McGroggan (8D) 
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Ollie Logan  (8B)     Ryan McClean (8B) 

Jack Kennedy  (8A)     Adam Ravel  (8A) 

Mark Campbell (8A)     Ryan Calo  (8A) 

Aaron Lynch  (8E)     Noah Donohue (8C) 

Conall McCloskey (8D)     Cormac Creagh (8D) 

Conal Hughes  (8B)     Niall Ryan  (8E) 

Simon Mulholland (8C)     Matthew Gilhooly (8D) 

Matthew Carville (8B)     Luca Hughes  (8E) 

Sean Flannery  (8A)     Aidan Benson-Gough (8A) 

Callum Magee  (8E)     Mark McCartney (8E) 

Joe Brolly  (8E)     Conor O’Carroll (8E) 

Corri Lyttle  (8A)     Cole Barrington (8C) 

Niall Kerr  (8C)     Callum Moore  (8E) 

Pearse Phillips  (8E)     Daniel Luke  (8C) 

Michael McCrudden (8C)     Aidan Kirkpatrick (8B) 

Nathan Green   (8E)     Cormac Quinn  (8D)  

 

 

TABLE TENNIS 

 

Young starlet Julian Kelly (Year 11) was selected to represent Northern Ireland in the UK Schools games 

and also was selected to represent Ireland in international competition in Hungary.  
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GAELIC FOOTBALL 

 
The year started with the visit of Kerry superstar Kieran Donaghy to the College to meet with pupils and 

coaching staff. The Kerry great passed on some of his wisdom and advice to our students and this was 

greatly appreciated. He was joined on the day by past pupil and former Antrim goalkeeper John Finucane 

who generously handed over 3 new kits supplied by his Law firm FinucaneToner Solicitors.  

 

On the day Kieran and John where joined by some of our current coaches Aaron Douglas, Kevin Niblock, 

Mark Kelly and Andy McClean who are all former Antrim Senior players. The College currently has 

players from 14 different Antrim Clubs and Gaelic Games participation has developed steadily over recent 

years within the College.  

 

Markey Cup (Senior Football) 
Our senior team started their preparations in the first week of September and their season came to an end in 

early March. Players must be congratulated on their commitment throughout the season with many early 

morning sessions in the dark winter months being part of their training programme. 

 

Throughout the season we had a number of challenge games with notable positive results against St 

Patrick’s Knock, St Mary’s CBS and St Louis’s Ballymena.  

After our early season preparations, we began our group games in the competition. Our first game was a 

local derby against Rathmore Grammar, this was an extremely tight affair for most of the game. However, 

in the last ten minutes St Malachy’s made a number of substitutions and our panel strength shone through 

as we won the game by 5 points on a score line of 4:8 to 2:9. 

 

Our second group game was against Holy Cross, Strabane.  Strabane started off very quickly and had built 

up a 4 point lead by half time.  The second half started off very well for St. Malachy’s with a goal coming 

early on. From this, the lads grew in confidence and played some great football. St. Malachy’s eventually 

ran out 5 point winners on a score line of 3-13 to 1-14.  

 

The third and final group game was against St. Columb’s, Derry. This was the group decider to find out 

who would top the group. St. Malachy’s started off quickly and had established an early lead only for St. 

Columb’s to come steaming back to level matters with 20 minutes of the half gone. The next 10 minutes is 

where the game was won and lost. St. Columb’s went on a scoring spree, as St. Malachy’s shipped 2-05 in 
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10 minutes. St. Malachy’s battled hard in the second half and there were some positives taken from that. 

St. Columb’s ran out comfortable winners on a score line of 4-09 to 0-08.  

 

The draw for the quarter-final was made and St. Malachy’s were drawn against Carndonagh Community 

School, Donegal. The game was played in Owenbeg, Derry. St. Malachy’s started off well and had 

established an early lead. During this early spell of dominance St. Malachy’s missed a number of point 

scoring opportunities and spurned two glorious goal chances with one coming back off the crossbar. This 

was as good as it got for St. Malachy’s as Carndonagh took control of the game from there on in and ran 

out easy winners. Carndonagh went on to win the competition and were narrowly beaten in their All-

Ireland semi-final.  

 

The boys’ can be proud of their efforts during the campaign and must be commended for their attitude and 

dedication throughout the season. We hope that next year’s campaign will lead to further progress at this 

level. 

 

On the junior front, teams train regularly once or twice a week and compete in B and C level competitions. 

Numbers are very healthy and teams are competitive within these levels of play. The final competition of 

the year saw our Year 8 boys compete well and reach the quarter final of the Ulster College B, narrowly 

losing out to a talented St Ciaran’s Ballygawley. The boys involved in this competition were: 

 

Conor Dougan; Jake Massingham; Aidan McCann; Eoin Brown; Fionnbarr O’Loingsigh; Matthew 

Carville; Cathal Hegarty; Fionn Kennedy; Padraig Malone; Liam McAllister; Caolan McCormick; James 

Monaghan; Niall Morgan; Charlie O’Kane; Adam Ravel; John Toner; Ciaran McAlea; Liam McCaffrey; 

Darragh Moss; Michael Donnelly; Sean Neilan; Cormac Creagh; Francis Turley; Joe Brolly; Brendan 

Hamilton; Callum Moore; Callum Magee; Odhran Graham; Matthew McGuigan 
 

HURLING 

The senior hurlers had a very successful year, winning the Casement Shield with a victory over St. 

Columb’s Derry in the final. Thanks to Mr McClean and Mr Kelly for their time and effort with this team. 

A photo of the team has been included. The junior hurlers train every Friday afternoon under the guidance 

of coach Simon McCrory.  
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Athletics 2017-18 
 

Track & Field Summer 2017 

 

Cormac O’Rourke (800m) and Jai Benson (Long Jump) both won All-Ireland schools U17 titles. Cormac 

captained Ulster at Interprovincial, Ireland at Schools International and Northern Ireland at UK Schools 

Games. 

 

Cross Country 2017/18 

 

First team at Ulster clubs Cross Country in U15, U17 and U18, with U17 team finishing 2nd in Ireland 

(losing by 1 point). 

 

Conall McClean won U17 club All-Ireland title after having won U17 and U18 Ulster titles. Adam Ferris 

finished 3rd in U16 club All-Ireland and 6th in U17. 

 

St. Malachy’s teams won all 5 age groups at the South Antrim district cross country championships (and 3 

individual titles) This is the first time in quite a few years we have swept the team competitions. 

 

St. Malachy’s won best overall school at the Ulster Schools Cross Country Championships.  

 

The Senior Boys and Inter Boys (Yr11-12) both won Ulster titles, with Minor Boys (Yr9) finishing 2nd and 

Junior boys (Yr10) finishing 3rd. That means we were one of only two schools in the country that qualified 

teams for all four age groups that are contested at All-Ireland Schools. Adam Ferris took the individual 

Inter title, while Matthew Lavery picked up a silver in the Junior boys and Conall McClean and Diarmuid 

Hanna gained bronze medals in the Senior and Minor boys races respectively. 

 

At All-Ireland Schools we placed all four teams in the top four in the country at the four age groups 

contested. The Minor and Junior boys both narrowly missed out on medals in fourth. The Inter boys 

finished a close second to Belvedere College, Dublin. The senior team, who are all eligible to run again 

next year also picked up silver, losing to a strong Colaiste Muire, Mullingar. 

 

The U18 cross country squad travelled to Paris over Easter to represent Ireland in the World Schools Cross 

Country Championships. The boys all performed well and the team came in an excellent 8th place out of 26 

teams. The boys had an amazing athletic and cultural experience, that they will never forget. 

 

International Representation 

 

Cormac O’Rourke – UK Schools games (NI) and Schools International T&F (Ireland) Captain of both! 

 

Adam Ferris - Celtic International XC (Ulster) & Schools International XC (Ireland) 

 

Adam Ferris, Conall McClean, Diarmuid Hanna, Matthew Lavery & Callum Morgan  

- All 5 selected for NI team for the London Mini Marathon  

 

The College Senior Boys athletics squad won the `College of Science’ Trophy, for the best Senior Boys 

team at the All Ireland T&F Championships, for the first time in College History. 
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Jai Benson led the way winning the TJ (14.01m) by over half a metre and finishing a very close 2nd in the 

LJ (6.68m) where he was only 3cm away from 1st place. Cormac O’Rourke ran a great race to gain 2nd in 

the 400m(49.58s), running under 50s for only the second time ever. Conall McClean ran an outstanding 

race to finish 2nd in the 5,000m in his 2nd fastest time ever (15min 27s) despite a pedestrian first half mile. 

Aidan McGeown claimed 7th in the Hammer. The 4*100m (45.17s - Aidan Dickey, Jordan Cunningham, 

Aidan McGeown & Jai Benson) and 4*400m (3min 34s - Kelan Benson, Tim Scott, Conall Browne and 

Cormac O’Rourke) relay teams ran their fastest times ever to each claim 5th spot and add valuable team 

points. 

 

This group added the All-Ireland title to the Ulster one they had also won for the first time two weeks ago. 

With all but one of the athletes eligible again next year the future looks good. 

  

In the Intermediate age group (Yr11&12) Jordan Cunningham claimed bronze in the LJ (6.44m) and ran a 

big personal best and under 14s for the first time for 4th in the 100m Hurdles (13.81), narrowly missing a 

medal by less than a tenth of a second. Callum Morgan, Daniel McComiskey and Matthew Lavery gained 

great experience in their first trip to the All-Ireland’s on the track and I am sure will be back in the future 

chasing medals. Callum came within 1s of his pb to claim 8th in the 3000m (9min 33s). Daniel and 

Matthew finished 8th (4 min 42s) and 13th (4 min 52s) in the U16 mile, both times that would equate to 

personal bests over the more commonly ran 1500m distance. 
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SOCCER 

 

U12 Belfast Cup 

Round 1 BYE 

Round 2 v Colaiste Feirste 8 - 2          Sean Maguire (3); Francis Turley (2); Brendan  

Hamilton (2) & Jack Kelly 

Quarter – final v O.L.S.P.K 3 – 1    Francis Turley (2) & Peter Cash 

Semi – final v Lagan College 2 – 0   Sean Maguire & Francis Turley 

 

Final v Rathmore 4 – 1  Brendan Hamilton; Francis Turley; Sean Og           Mc Mahon 

& Brian Mc Mullan 

NI Cup 

Round 1 - 3 BYE 

Last 16 v OLSPCK 3-1            Brian McMullan; Brendan Hamilton & Peter Cash 

Quarter-final v Rathmore 4-1                      Brian McMullan (2); Sean Neilan & Sean Maguire 

Semi-final v Holy Cross, Strabane 4-4 aet Peter Cash; Brendan Hamilton; Sean Neilan &    

Francis Turley  

      Won on penalties 

Final v Lurgan Junior High 2 – 2 aet   Sean Og McMahon & Francis Turley 

                                                                      Lost on penalties 

U13 

Belfast Cup 

Round 1 v La Salle 0 – 1   Patrick Quinn 

 

U14 

Belfast Cup  

Round 1 BYE 

Round 2 v CBS 6 - 0        Jude Martin (2); Aidan Kelly (2); Jude Stewart (2)      

Quarter final v Rathmore 3 – 1   Aidan Kelly (2) & Jude Martin 

Semi-final v Lagan College 3 – 2   Aidan Kelly (2) & Jude Martin 

Final v Trinity College 2 – 1    Omar Beydili & Jude Martin 

 

NI Cup 

BYE into last 16 

Last 16: vs Lisneal  3 – 3 aet  Aidan Kelly (2) & Jude Martin 

Lost on penalties  

U15 

Belfast Cup 

Round 1 v Aquinas 6 – 0 Ben O’Reilly (2); Brendan Keenan (2); Sean Stewart & Caolan 

Mc Bride 

Round 2 v Model 1 – 1   Brendan Keenan2 – 1 aet 

 

U16 

Belfast Cup 

Round 1 v Model 1-3    Niall McDaid 

NI Cup 

Round 1  BYE 
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Round 2 v Carrick Grammar 5 – 0 Niall McDaid (2); Paul Scullion; CJ Fulton & K Trainor O’Neill 

Round 3 v Dalriada 3 – 0  Paul Scullion; CJ Fulton & Eoin Trainor O’Neill 

Round 4 v Rathmore 1 – 0  Eoin Trainor O’Neill 

Quarter-final v Model 2 – 2  Kelan Benson & Peter Stewart 

Semi-final v St Columb’s 4 -2  Lewis McGarvey & Eoin Trainor O’Neill 

 

U18  

Belfast Cup 

Round 1 v Wellington 6 – 0 Aidan McGeown (2); Padraig Slane (2); Patrick Burns & 

Sean Og Gallagher 

Round 2 v Ashfield 3 – 0   Niall Gilleece; Paddy Burns & Alex Doney 

Quarter-final v Trinity College 1 -0 Padraig Slane 

Semi-final v Laurelhill 4 – 2   Sean Og Gallagher 

Final v Bangor Grammar 4 – 0  Lewis McGarvey; Bobby Burns (pen) & Padraig Slane 
 

 

Belfast Cup Final 2018 
An article by Patrick Burns on the Cup Final 

Cup final day had arrived and we felt ready; ready to put our name back on the cup after 19 years and 

ready to do our college proud in what was to be the last ever school game for some of the upper sixth lads. 

It was an intriguing encounter on an idealistic day at Seaview; Bangor Grammar provided the opposition. 

Having beaten them previously in the year, in a different competition, we were going into the game as 

favourites - not that we were going to be taking anything for granted. 

 

The team meeting beforehand began with worrying news: Bobby Burns, our leading goal scorer, was ruled 

out through restrictions in his contract for Glenavon F.C. As disappointing as this was, it opened the door 

for another member of the team and helped us, as a team, have an even greater fighting spirit - nothing was 

going to stand in our way of winning. It’s what we do. 

 

Upon completion of the team meeting, the warm up, and the final team talks, the game got underway. It 

started out quite cagey, Bangor probably winning the physical battle and really putting us to the test.  Their 

fans were right behind them, creating an intense atmosphere that, initially, proved to cause us some 

problems. This being said, once Glentoran centre back, Lewis McGarvey headed home brilliantly from a 

corner, it certainly brought both us, as players, and the St Malachy’s fans to life. Towards the latter stages 

of the first half, we then started to control the game, dominating the possession and playing some top 

quality football. We could not get a second goal before half time but went down the tunnel confident that 

we could continue to win our individual battles and overcome the challenge that lay ahead of us. 

 

Once the second half began, we continued our dominance, particularly in midfield, where Sean Og 

Gallagher was immense. We quickly capitalised upon our purple patch, with our second goal coming just 

minutes into the half. Great work down the left hand side, from Padraig Slane, forced an own goal. We 

were in complete control but could not afford to switch off for a second; otherwise Bangor were right back 

in the game. 

 

With around fifteen minutes left, we were delighted to see Bobby Burns come on - having rung his 

manager at Glenavon minutes before kick off, begging him to allow him to play, the pair reached a 

compromise whereby Bobby could play for fifteen minutes. This continued to strengthen our performance 
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levels and helped us put our opposition to bed - Bobby using his experience, was able to win a penalty, 

which he then converted moments after. 

 

We wrapped the game up shortly afterwards: Bobby with a super cross that was matched with a delightful 

header from Padraig Slane. A great ending to an even better year with a special bunch of lads! 

 

A special word of thanks on behalf of the players must go to our manager, Mr Molloy and our coaches Mr 

Donnelly and Mr McAlister - we couldn’t have done it without you.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Stage 3 Rugby 

 

There have been huge strides made this year by St Malachy's Rugby. Under the supervision of Dr. 

Thompson and Mr Burke, Key Stage 3 training has taken place every Tuesday afternoon at Girdwood with 

steady numbers attending. The success of our Year 8 team has undoubtedly been a highlight. The first 

competitive action of the season came with an away fixture at Boys' Model in October. In an outstanding 

performance, St Malachy's defeated their hosts by 11 tries to 2. Mark Campbell and Thomas Irvine showed 

the benefit of their experience outside school with Ophir RFC, and it was particularly encouraging to see 

newcomers to the sport Odhran Graham and Cathal Hegarty excelling in a game situation. 

 

There was great excitement amongst the boys in the lead up to our participation in the post-Christmas U12 

Ulster High Schools' Cup. It was fantastic to see new faces at training each week and a real improvement 

in everyone's skill set. At the regional preliminary tournament at Carrick RFC, the boys were truly 

outstanding as they posted a clean sweep of victories over Ballyclare Secondary, Lagan College and 

Ashfield Boys'. Cormac Creagh and Noah Donahoe were especially notable performers on the day. 

 

Buoyed by their dominance in the qualifiers, the boys headed to Lurgan RFC for the Ulster High Schools' 

finals full of optimism. There was a huge step up in quality from the qualifying competition and our boys 

faced something of a baptism of fire, facing Dromore High and Lurgan Junior High in our opening two 

matches. Despite a good performance and a superb try by Ryan Calo, Dromore beat us by 2-1 and Lurgan 
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also proved to have too much firepower. It is worth noting that Lurgan and Dromore were the two eventual 

finalists in the competition. Knocked by a difficult start, our confidence was low and unfortunately two 

further defeats followed. 

 

Despite the ultimate disappointment on finals day, on reflection this has been a landmark season for rugby 

within the College. Interest in the sport has grown and many boys have given it a go for the first time. 

Many pupils within KS3 are participating weekly for local clubs, and reaping the benefits of this both on 

and off the pitch. Our qualification for the day at Lurgan is evidence that we are competing as a College 

team at a higher level than ever before and there is much cause for enthusiasm as to what the next few 

years could hold for our talented group of Year 8s and 9s. Ulster Rugby staff have come into school to take 

sessions throughout the year and it is heartening to know that the IRFU Ulster Branch are aware of the 

growth of the sport within the College. 

 

 

A-Level PE – Event Management 

 

 

 

 

The A2 students did a tremendous job yet again with their organisation of an event as part of their A level 

course. We have included some photographs of this year’s event. 

Bfit Multi-Sport Carousel 2017/18 
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CODE OF CONDUCT FOR THOSE PARTICIPATING IN SPORT 

 

RESPECT and COMMITMENT 

 

The most important rule to remember is that each student must at all times show respect and courtesy 

towards everyone that he meets: his fellow pupils, all staff in the College and members of the public. 

 

Pupils committed to and involved in extra-curricular activities should experience personal achievement 

and enjoyment in a pleasant and safe environment. 

 

1. Pupils must never compromise their academic progress because of their involvement in extra-

curricular sporting activities. 

 

2. Pupils involved in activities should have excellent records in the following areas: attendance, 

punctuality, behaviour and co-operation, observance of uniform regulations, respectful attitude towards 

all staff; homework and coursework submitted on time. 

 

3. Substance abuse (drugs, alcohol, tobacco etc.) are serious breaches of discipline and will result in 

automatic and immediate suspension from sporting activities and trips. 

 

4. Participants should play for enjoyment and to improve performance, not just to please their parents 

or coaches. 

 

5. Participants must accept the decisions of coaches and officials and always play by the rules. 

 

6. Participants should display good sporting attitudes and behaviour and support all good play, whether 

it is in their own team or an opposing team. 

 

7. Participants should control their tempers at all times. 

 

8. Participants should treat all players, as they themselves would like to be treated. 

9. Bullying or taking unfair advantage of any player should not be tolerated. 

 

10. Participants should endeavour to do their best and work equally hard for all members of their team. 

 

Participants should appreciate and accept that being a part of a team carries many responsibilities. 

Accepting difference and sacrificing yourself for the good of the team are crucial in developing good 

team spirit. 

 

Your commitment and dedication are greatly appreciated 

UNA CONIUNCTI — VIRES PLURA 

(Together everyone achieves more) 

 

Gloria Ab Intus 
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PHYSICS DEPARTMENT  

 
EDUCATIONAL TRIP 

SThe Physics Department took 30 year 11 boys to the Armagh Planetarium for the day as part of their 

learning of the GCSE Space Physics topic.  The students were met by an educational officer supplied by 

the planetarium who escorted them into the dome for a half hour show then took them for a work shop and 

challenged them to make space rockets.  After lunch the students had time to walk around the new astro 

physics park before heading back to the College. 

 

EVENTS 
The Physics Department welcomed a Radiographer from the Ulster Hospital (a sister of a past pupil) to 

present to the Year 13 boys.  The presentation involved speaking of the challenges faced by radiographers 

in their every day jobs and how they go about interpreting the images produced from different types of 

scans.  This fed directly into the scanning techniques part of the year 13 AS course. 

 

Five past pupils from the class of 2016 also returned to talk to the current year 13 about the degree courses 

they are studying (which included Physics, Maths, Actuarial Science and Aeronautical Engineering) and 

gave the students the chance to ask questions. 

 

These past pupils and more further provided past pupil profiles for use within the department as part of the 

careers and alumni drive by the College. 

 

EXTRA CURRICULAR 
Mr S. Granville from the Physics department contributed to the running of the year 8 science club, by 

hosting it according to a rota organised by Miss L. Norton. 

 

STAFF DEVELOPMENT 

Mrs C. McGrath and Mr S.Granville both attended the annual Physics Teachers Conference at Queens in 

June. 
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SPANISH DEPARTMENT  

The uptake of Spanish, at both GCSE and A level, continues to demonstrate a positive trend. There are 

currently seventy-one boys studying for a GCSE in Spanish in Year 11 and further fifty-eight boys in Year 

12. In Year 13, twelve boys started their A level course in Spanish this academic year, with nine boys 

continuing to study Spanish to A2 level. In August 2017, we were pleased with our third successive year of 

exceeding the Northern Ireland A*-C average at A2 level and also with the high percentage of boys 

achieving A*-B (93.3%), particularly relative to the NI average (71.5%). A similarly pleasing picture 

presented itself at AS level as only one boy (of ten) did not receive a grade A to C. 

The quality of teaching and learning in the Spanish department has continued to be a primary focus. All 

department members have made valuable contributions, to ensure that resources have been topical and of 

the best possible quality, and that assessments have been both relevant and rigorous. The quality of 

resources and assessment material has been particularly pertinent in the light of the considerable 

specification changes at both GCSE and A level. Boys in all Key Stages have continued to receive 

excellent additional subject-related support, if required, from both native Spanish speaking classroom 

assistants as well as our Spanish language assistant. Irene Orcajada Ramírez, along with department 

members, have provided additional lunchtime and after-school support classes for Key Stage 3 and GCSE 

boys; also, María Serano has continued to be an invaluable resource and source of guidance for A level 

pupils, focussing primarily on the boys’ spoken Spanish.  

The Spanish department has again made a number of significant extracurricular contributions. On Monday 

25th September, as part of European Day of Languages, A level boys led Spanish taster lessons in local 

primary schools, and Key Stage 3 and GCSE boys were given the opportunity to sample typical Spanish 

foods. We were also fortunate to have a number of past pupils return to the College this academic year, to 

share their experiences of learning Spanish and to discuss the ways in which Spanish plays a part in their 

careers – in October 2017, Mark McCloskey Spoke with Year 13 pupils; in December 2017, Michael 

Sowney spoke with Year 12 pupils; and, in June 2018, Eamonn Og Hawkins spoke with Yr 11 pupils. In 

February, Callum McGaharan Pearse Hillis, Daniel O’Loan and Kielan Toal (all A level pupils and 

pictured below) attended the Northern Ireland Spanish Debates, organised by NICILT. In a hotly contested 

debate against Lumen Christi College, Derry, on the role of money in soccer in today’s society, the St 

Malachy’s team performed excellently, with the team being praised for their linguistic ability.   
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Also in February was our biennial Spanish department trip to Madrid, for A level Pupils. Fourteen boys 

(six AS boys and eight A2 boys) spent a week in Madrid, staying with Spanish host families and attending 

a Spanish language school each day, until lunchtime; afternoons were spent exploring the many sights 

Madrid has to offer. As a department, we continue to believe the Madrid trip has a most beneficial impact 

on the boys, especially in terms of their confidence, motivation levels and enthusiasm for Spanish.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A level Spanish trip, Madrid 2018 
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G. Appendices 

STATISTICS FOR ACADEMIC YEAR 2017-18 

 

Summary of A2 Level Performance (Yr. 14 – 119 students within Exam Cohort) 

A2 Pass Rate (Grades A*-E): 368 passes out of 369 exam subject entries = 99.7% 

 

2017-18: Outstanding Achievement at A2 

 1 Students achieved 5 A*/A Grades 

 7 additional students achieved 4 or more A*/A Grades 

 23 additional students achieved 3 or more A*/A Grades 

 56 students achieved ABB or equivalent (13 points) = 47 %  

(2017 = 40%, 2016 = 43.5%, 2015 = 35.5 %, 2014 =33%) 

(Note A*=6,A=5, B=4,C=3,D=2,E=1) 

Category Total No. 

of 

Students 

School 

% 2018 

School  

(% 2017) 

School 

(% 2016) 

School 

(% 2015) 

School 

(% 2014) 

School 

(% 2013) 

3+ ( A*-B) 
62 52.1% (41.9%) (47.7%) (37.9%) (38.8%) (43.5%) 

3+ ( A*-C) 98 82.4% (78.1%) (82%) (78.3%) (65.7%) (72.9%) 

2+ (A*- C) 112 94.1% (98%) (99.1%) (92.7%) (85.2%)  

3+ (A* -E) 118 99.1% (98.1%) (98.2%) (98.4%) (97.2%) (96.7%) 

2+ (A*- E) 119 100% (100%) (100%) (100%) (99.1%) (100 %) 
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Summary of A2 Level Performance by subject area 

 
Subject Entries A* A B C D E U % A*-C 

Art & Design(3510) 6 0 1 2 3 0 0 0 100

Biology(1010) 21 2 6 9 3 0 1 0 95.2

Business Studies(3210) 25 3 8 8 5 1 0 0 96

Chemistry(1110) 22 5 7 7 2 0 1 0 95.4

Computing(2610) 4 0 3 1 0 0 0 0 100

Design and Technology(8900) 10 0 1 3 4 2 0 0 80

Drama(5210) 10 0 4 3 3 0 0 0 100

Economics(4410) 6 1 2 1 2 0 0 0 100

English Literature(5110) 8 0 3 2 3 0 0 0 100

French(5650) 8 1 4 2 1 0 0 0 100

Geography(3910) 13 0 3 4 4 1 1 0 84.6

Health & Social Care(0003) 12 0 1 4 5 2 0 0 83.3

History(4010) 20 1 7 9 2 0 1 0 95

Home Economics(3310) 4 0 0 2 1 0 1 0 75

Information Technology(2650) 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 100

Irish(5550) 8 1 6 1 0 0 0 0 100

IT/Art(8210) 10 0 4 5 1 0 0 0 100

Journalism(KD1) 10 1 4 5 0 0 0 0 100

Mathematics Further(2330) 4 3 1 0 0 0 0 0 100

Mathematics(2210) 49 11 17 14 5 1 1 0 95.6

Music(7010) 3 0 1 1 0 1 0 0 66.7

Physics(1210) 32 10 7 2 8 4 1 0 84.4

Politics(4830) 13 1 6 4 1 1 0 0 92.3

Religious Studies(4610) 23 1 5 10 4 2 1 0 87

Sociology(4890) 2 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 100

Spanish(5750) 8 1 2 5 0 0 0 0 100

Sports Science(MA11) 8 1 2 2 3 0 0 0 100
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Summary of AS Performance (Yr13 – 146 students within exam cohort) 

AS pass rate (A*-E): 428 passes out of 447 exam subject entries = 95.7 % 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2016-17: Outstanding Achievement at AS 

 3 students achieved 4 A Grades  

 6 additional students achieved 3 A Grades 

 49 students achieved ABB or equivalent (13 points) = 23.5 %     

(2017 = 34.3%, 2016= 31%, 2015= 39 %, 2014 = 27.6%) 

Category Total 

No. of 

Students 

School 

% 2018 

School 

(% 2017) 

School 

(% 2016) 

School 

(% 2015) 

School 

(% 2014) 

School 

(% 2013) 

3+ (A - B) 26 17.8% (33.6%) (6.1%) (4.3%) (2%) (17%) 

3+ (A - C) 77 52.7% (63.6%) (56.5%) (61.6%) (47.7%) (44%) 

2+ (A - C) 111 76.0% (88.8%) (79.4%) (79%) (76.5%) (70%) 

3+ (A – E) 125 85.6% (93.0%) (94.7%) (92%) (86.6%) (83%) 

2+ (A – E) 143 97.9% (97.9%) (98.5%) (100%) ( 99.3%) (97%) 
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Summary of AS Level Performance by Subject Area 

 
Subject Entries A B C D E U % A*-C

Art & Design(3510) 7 0 4 3 0 0 0 100

Biology(1010) 30 4 2 8 5 8 3 46.7

Business Studies(3210) 33 10 7 10 5 0 1 81.8

Chemistry(1110) 16 3 2 5 2 0 4 62.5

Computing(2610) 7 0 1 2 2 1 1 42.9

Design and Technology(8900) 12 0 0 6 4 2 0 50

Drama(5210) 7 3 2 2 0 0 0 100

Economics(4410) 18 2 2 6 4 2 2 55.6

English Literature(5110) 17 3 1 8 5 0 0 70.6

French(5650) 6 2 3 0 1 0 0 83.3

Geography(3910) 30 2 10 11 4 3 0 76.7

Health & Social Care(0003) 17 0 4 8 4 1 0 70.6

History(4010) 26 11 7 3 3 1 1 80.8

Home Economics(3310) 3 0 1 0 1 1 0 33.3

Irish(5550) 8 2 2 1 2 0 1 62.5

IT/Art(8210) 13 3 4 5 1 0 0 92.3

Journalism(KD1) 10 1 7 2 0 0 0 100

Mathematics(2210) 46 12 12 10 2 6 4 73.9

Music(7010) 2 1 1 0 0 0 0 100

Physics(1210) 31 4 8 8 6 2 3 64.5

Politics(4830) 15 4 3 6 1 1 0 86.7

Religious Studies(4610) 22 6 9 5 1 1 0 90.9

Sociology(4890) 3 1 0 0 2 0 0 33.3

Spanish(5750) 12 3 8 1 0 0 0 100

Sports Science(MA11) 17 2 4 6 1 3 1 70.6  
 

 



St Malachy’s College 80 

Summary of GCSE Performance (Yr. 12 –164 students within Exam Cohort) 

GCSE Pass Rate:    1453 passes out of   1531 exam subject entries =94.9 %  

Category Total 

No. of 

Students 

School 

% 2018 

School  

(% 2017) 

School  

(% 2016) 

School 

(% 2015) 

School 

(% 2014) 

School 

(% 2013) 

5+ GCSE 

A*- C 

 

161 98.2% (100%) 98% (94.4%) (96.8%) (98.1%) 

5+ GCSE 

A*– C 
(include M & E) 

161 98.2% (99.35%) 97.3% (92.5%) (95.5%) (96.2%) 

7+ GCSE 

A*- C 

 

153 93.3% (92.9%) 95.3% (83.8%) (91.6%) (92.3%) 

7+ GCSE 

A*-C 
(include M & E) 

153 93.3% (92.9%) 94.6% (83.8%) (91.6%) (90.4%) 

7+ GCSE 

A*- B 

 

88 53.7% (65.2%) 60.4% (49.4%) (59.4%) - 

7+ GCSE 

A*-B 
(include M & E) 

82 50% (61.3%) 56.4% (46.3%) (57.4%) - 

 

 

2016-17 Outstanding Achievement at GCSE 

 1 students achieved 10 A* Grades 

  7 additional students achieved 10 A*/A Grades and above 

  10 additional students achieved 9A*-A grades 

   Average point score at GCSE was 18 points  

(2017= 20 points, 2016 = 20 points, 2015 = 17 points, 2014 = 20 points) 

( A*=4, A=3, B=2,C=1 point)  
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Summary of GCSE Level Performance by Subject Area 

 

Subject Entries A* A B C D E F G A*-C % A*-C 

Gaeilge 5012(5012) 4 0 3 1 0 0 0 0 0 4 100 

Art & Design(3510) 13 2 2 2 7 0 0 0 0 13 100 

Biology(1010) 53 4 16 13 15 4 0 1 0 48 90.6 

Business and ICT(AA5) 25 0 6 14 4 1 0 0 0 24 96 

Business Studies(3210) 13 1 2 8 2 0 0 0 0 13 100 

Chemistry(1110) 34 8 13 10 3 0 0 0 0 34 100 

Computing(2610) 23 4 3 10 3 2 1 0 0 20 87 

Design & Tech (8900) 14 0 4 9 1 0 0 0 0 14 100 

Drama(5210) 9 0 4 5 0 0 0 0 0 9 100 

Engineering(XA1) 16 0 0 7 7 2 0 0 0 14 87.5 

English Language(5030) 166 6 29 81 49 0 1 0 0 165 99.4 

English Literature(5110) 164 12 35 63 46 7 1 0 0 156 95.1 

French(5650) 57 6 15 11 15 10 0 0 0 47 82.4 

Geography(3910) 54 1 12 22 15 3 1 0 0 50 92.6 

History(4010) 65 4 27 24 9 1 0 0 0 64 98.5 

Home Economics(3310) 11 0 3 3 5 0 0 0 0 11 100 

Irish(5550) 40 3 11 10 13 3 0 0 0 37 92.5 

IT/Art(8210) 11 0 3 0 4 4 0 0 0 7 63.6 

Journalism(KD1) 13 0 4 5 4 0 0 0 0 13 100 

Leisure & Tourism(0004) 8 0 0 0 7 1 0 0 0 7 87.5 

Mathematics Fr (2330) 83 9 18 24 20 4 1 5 2 71 85.5 

Mathematics(2210) 166 38 56 61 19 2 0 0 0 78 97.5 

Music(7010) 10 3 3 4 0 0 0 0 0 10 100 

Physics(1210) 35 7 10 10 7 0 1 0 0 34 97.1 

Religious Studies(4610) 166 11 42 64 32 11 4 0 2 149 89.8 

Spanish(5750) 58 13 13 13 17 2 0 0 0 56 96.6 

Sport/PE Studies(7210) 32 4 9 10 7 2 0 0 0 30 93.8 

 

Subject Entries ** *A AA AB BB BC CC CD DD DE A*-C 

% A*-

C 
Science Double Award 1st 

Subj(1370) 102 3 3 17 19 17 19 15 9 0 0 102 93.6 
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School Leavers Destination 

(i) By Number 

  Year  8 Year  9 Year 10 Year 12 Year 13 Year 14 Total 

Another School : Grammar 2 1 1 2 3 0 9 

Another School : non Grammar 0 3 0 8 7 2 20 

Another School : unknown 0 0 0 1 1 2 4 

Employment 0 0 0 0 3 7 10 

FE NI Foundation Degree 0 0 0 0 0 4 4 

FE Non-UK Foundation Degree 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 

FE-NI:non Dgree<=AL 

(NVQ:L1-3) 0 0 0 10 10 4 24 

HE NI Foundation Degree 0 0 0 0 0 2 2 

HE-GB:Degree Crse (NVQ:L4) 0 0 0 0 0 18 18 

HE-NI:Degree Crse (NVQ:L4) 0 0 0 0 2 68 70 

HE-NI:Teacher Trng 

(NVQ:L4) 0 0 0 0 0 3 3 

HE-non UK:Degree Crse 

(NVQ:L4) 0 0 0 0 0 5 5 

Jobskills at FE College 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 

Jobskills/Training/Apprentice 0 0 0 1 1 5 7 

Unemployed/Seeking 

Employment 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 

Unknown 0 0 0 1 2 1 4 

Total 2 4 1 24 30 122 183 

Note: Employment in Year 14 includes students taking a Gap Year.  

(ii) By Percentage per Year group 

(iii)   Total 

Number of 

Leavers 

Other                             

Schools 

% 

F Ed. 

% 

H Ed. 

% 

Job skills / Training 

/ Apprenticeship 

% 

Employment  

% 

Others 

% 

Year 14 122       

Year 13 30       

Year 12 24       

Years 8-11 7       

         

Total        
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Attendance Rate 

Attendance Rate for the academic year 2017-18: 95.3 %  

 

Performance in Public Examinations (Grammar Schools) 

 

3+ A*-C at A2  2015 2016 2017  2018 

School 78.3 82.0 78.1 82.4 

NI Grammar 77.0 76.3 78.1 * 

2+ A*-E at A2 2015 2016 2017  

School 100 100 100 100 

NI Grammar 99.7 99.5  * 

5 A*-C  at GCSE 2015 2016 2017  

School 94.4 98.0 100 98.2 

NI Grammar 97.8 96.6 96.5 * 

5 A*-C at GCSE (inc E&M) 94.5 97.3 99.4 98.2 

NI Grammar (inc E&M) 95.0 94.1 94.1 * 

*Indicates figures for NI 2018 are not yet available  
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(ii) College Curriculum 2017-18 

Junior School (Key Stage 3) - Years 8, 9, 10 

In Year 8, all pupils follow the same curriculum, which includes a total of 17 different subjects.    

Art & Design   Science    Geography 

History    Music     Mathematics 

Technology & Design  Physical Education    Home Economics 

Religious Education  Drama     French 

English   Spanish/ Irish    ICT & Computing Skills            

BACs (Year 9 only) 

LLW: Employability / Personal Development/Citizenship  

 

Middle School (Key Stage 4) Years 11, 12 

Subjects available: as in Junior school, plus Further Mathematics, Biology, Chemistry, Physics, English 

Literature, Moving Image Arts, Business Studies, Computing, Engineering, Physical Education (GCSE), 

Journalism, Leisure & Tourism, Business & Communication Systems (BACS) and Gaelige. 

 

All KS4 students in St. Malachy’s College take the following subjects: 

Religious Education 

English Language 

English Literature 

Mathematics, or Mathematics and Further Mathematics 

 

Students take five other subjects including at least one Science Subject (Physics, Chemistry, Biology or 

Double Award Science) and, in most cases, one modern language (French, Irish, Spanish). Non-

examination courses taught include the three compulsory strands of Learning for Life and Work. 

 

Senior School (Key Stage 5) Years 13, 14 

Subjects available for study at A2-Level and/or AS Level include: 

Art & Design   Biology    Business Studies Chemistry  

 Computing    Drama 

English Literature   French     Further Maths  

Geography   Health & Social Care    History 

Irish     Journalism     Mathematics 

Music    Physics     Politics  

Religious Studies  Spanish    Sport Studies  

Technology & Design  

      

In addition, the following subjects are offered through Collaboration within NBALC 

Applied ICT    Nutrition & Food Science (HE)  

Applied Business  Sociology  

Economics   Travel & Tourism 

    

  

The Sixth Form Curriculum also includes non-examination courses for all in; Careers, Enrichment, 

Physical Education and Religious Education. 
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H.           CHILD PROTECTION 

In 2017-18, the Child Protection Policy was reviewed and approved by the Board of Governors and was 

sent to all parents and information on Child Protection is included in all Parent Information Evenings. 

Child Protection is an important aspect of Section 1b of the School Development Plan and, in accordance 

with the plan, Child Protection Training was carried out with all staff in August 2017 and then, as required, 

with new staff. The Designated Teacher for 2017/18 was Ms Deirdre McCusker and the Deputy 

Designated Teachers were Mr Francie Toner, Mrs Stephanie Rayot, Mr C Heaney, Mrs C Devlin, Mr 

Michael Cooke and Mrs Caoimhe Evans. Photographs and names of all staff within the Child Protection 

team are prominently displayed around the College.  Mr Fearghal MacElhatton is the Designated Governor 

for Child Protection. All relevant training with the EA is up to date. Designated Teacher and/or Deputy 

attend and provide a report for all Case Conferences. There is a robust system for recording all 

safeguarding issues and Storage of Child Protection Information was upgraded with the purchase of fire-

proof filing cabinets in line with the recommendations of DENI CHILD PROTECTION: RECORD 

KEEPING IN SCHOOLS Circular Number: 2016/20. Child Protection and Safeguarding is a standing 

point of agenda at all Board of Governor meetings. The ETI Post Primary Safeguarding Proforma was 

completed and presented to the BOG with areas for development highlighted. 

During the course of the year, the designated teachers liaised with external agencies as appropriate, 

including Gateway Social Services and the Education Authority, Belfast Region Child Protection team. 

The counselling service provided through DENI by Familyworks continues to be in high demand and there 

has been a continued increase in links with other external agencies to provide support for students within 

the College. 

In 2017-18, policies associated with Child Protection were reviewed. The Student Council had Anti-

Bullying Training and played a much greater role in Policy development. They reviewed and revised the 

Anti- Bullying Policy, designed the material on Anti Bullying for the HW diaries and have contributed to 

the Behaviour Management Policy. Work on developing and embedding a relevant preventative 

curriculum across all key stages has continued. Mrs D McCusker and Mrs C Black (Learning Mentor) 

completed Community Emotional Resilience Training with Barnardos. Staff attended training including 

Mental Health First Aid, Wellness Recovery Action Planning, Self Harm Training (Girdwood, Belfast 

HSCT), AWARE Mindfulness Schools Conference (Crumlin Rd Gaol) and all SEN staff attended 

Resilience and Trauma Training run by Barnardos.  

Years 9 and 10 participated in workshops with MENSANA, Mental Health Charity and all KS3 students 

participated in Anti- Bullying workshops led by the Year 14 Mentors. In year 8 a new well-being afternoon 

was piloted as part of the taught curriculum. Year 11 students had an in-house performance of Blackout, an 

initiative by the Creative Learning department at the Lyric Theatre, supported by the Department of Justice 

NI and the Northern Ireland Prison Service. In Year 12, a new Mental Health and Drugs and Alcohol 

programme was introduced. The new resilience programme introduced within Year 13 Enrichment to 

include accreditation for students in OCN Mental Health Awareness Level 2 and OCN Peer Mentoring 

Skills in Practice Level 2 was very successful and one of the Year 14 Resilience Mentors presented to a 

group of staff from local primary and post-primary schools on the initiative. Funding has been secured 

through Lighthouse for the programme to continue. Through the FOSMC, funding was obtained or the 

refurbishment of a “Quiet Room” and the room is now in use for the Resilience Team and the 

Familyworks Counsellor.  

In the Kirkland Rowell April 2018 Survey, outcomes for parents and students placed Care and Welfare at 

Level 1. 
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I.             SPECIAL NEEDS PROVISION 

As part of its statutory duty under article 4 (2) of the Education (Northern Ireland) Order, 1996, the Board 

of Governors has delegated responsibility for the coordination of special needs and disability to Mrs 

Deirdre McCusker, Vice Principal as Acting Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator. She is responsible 

for the day-to-day operation of the school's SEN policy and its monitoring and review, and the 

development and co-ordination of additional Learning Support Programmes across all three Key Stages of 

the curriculum. The College also has a Specialist teacher responsible for each Key Stage; Mrs C Evans, 

KS3, Mr A Douglas, KS4 and Mr K Niblock, KS5. To further professional development, Specialist 

teachers, Learning Mentors and Classroom assistants availed of a wide range of courses. Ms McCrory 

(KS3 Learning Mentor) completed the 2nd year BPhil (DE) Autism (Children) – School of Education, 

Birmingham University-partly funded through the College CPD scheme. Other courses attended included; 

OCN L2 Award in meeting the needs of learners with ADHD – Belfast Met, Anxiety in the over 10s, 

PEAT (Parents’ Education as Autism Therapists), Behavioural Technician Course online with Queens 

University, Anxiety in the over 10s, PEAT (Parents’ Education as Autism Therapists), CACHE Level 3 

Understand the Speech, Language and Communication Needs of Children and Young People with 

Behavioural, Social and Emotional Difficulties – BMET, OCN Level 2 Meeting Needs of Learners with 

ADHD – BMET, British Sign Language Level 1 – STMCB, Autism and Anxiety Management 

(Middletown Centre for Autism) and Managing Feelings - Level 2 Course (NHSCT, ASD Service). All 

SEN staff attended ASD training delivered by PEAT. PEAT is a parent-led charity that provides practical 

behaviour support and training in the application of behaviour analytic intervention. 

To develop support for students the SENCo and members of the SEN team continue to liaise closely with 

an increasing number of external agencies such as the Royal Hospital schools, Social Services, and Health 

Trusts. They also work in close partnership across three Regions of the Education Authority- Belfast, 

South Eastern, and North Eastern - particularly with their Educational Welfare, Oakwood ASD Service, 

Educational Psychology and Special Education departments.  

The number of students on the SEN register included 51 students with statements (stage 5 COP) and an 

additional 63 students on Stages 1-4. At KS3 staff co-ordinate tiered intervention programmes in Literacy, 

Numeracy and Behaviour to address the increasing range and challenge of students with SEN now entering 

into the College. Additional lunchtime and after -school Homework clubs complement these programmes. 

At KS4, the numbers of pupils referred to the with Additional Learning Needs has decreased due to 

inclusion of a more accessible range of subjects within GCSE options and more appropriate Learning 

Pathways. The GCSE results for students with Stage 5 Statements were excellent in 2017-18, with all 

students progressing into Sixth Form. 

Individual Education Plans were drawn up in consultation with each student, their parents and teachers. 

The progress of all was monitored and reviewed regularly throughout the school year with statutory 

Annual Reviews taking place for all students with a statement. 
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J.  CAREERS DEPARTMENT 

 

The Careers Education Information Advice and Guidance (CEIAG) provision at St. Malachy’s College aims 

to enable our students to become effective career decision makers, empowered to manage their own career 

development successfully, confidently and with due respect and care for their own needs, those of others 

and of the wider community in general. 

 

Staff 

 

There were three teachers in the Careers Department in 2017-18. Each has teaching responsibilities in other 

departments in the College. They are Mrs G McAlinden (Head of Department), Mr P McStravick and Mr B 

McCullagh. 

 

CEIAG  

 

The five key components of ‘Careers’ provision are: 

 

 Careers Education 

 Careers Information 

 Careers Advice and Guidance 

 Work-related Learning Experiences 

 Development of Employability Skills 

 

and recurring themes include… 

 

 Self Awareness and Development 

identifying, assessing and developing the skills and qualities necessary to choose and implement an 

appropriate career plan 

 

 Careers Exploration 

acquiring and evaluating information and reviewing experiences to identify and investigate appropriate 

career pathways and learning opportunities in education, training and employment, locally, nationally and 

internationally 

 

 Career Management 

developing skills in career planning and employing effective decision-making strategies to manage 

transition and to make suitable career development choices, with the appropriate support, advice and 

guidance. 

 

The Careers Department seeks to address the aims of CEIAG and each of its key components in its 

provision of learning experiences both inside and outside the classroom. 
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Provision 

 

Years 8 and 9 

 

Learning for Life and Work (LLW) of which Education for Employability is one strand, is a central element 

of the Revised Curriculum at key stages 3 and 4. The Education for Employability programme for years 8 

and 9 is delivered by several teachers and makes a positive contribution to the overall CEIAG provision in 

the College. 

 

Years 10-12 

 

The Careers programme for years 10 -12 is delivered by careers teachers, and is supported by two Careers 

Advisers from the Department of Employment and Learning (DEL). Scheduled classes, one period per two 

weeks, are complemented by a range of provision including careers guidance interviews in Year 12, 

information evenings, visiting speakers and participation in relevant careers events such as business insight 

experiences and careers conventions.   

 

Years 13 and 14 

 

Students in Year 13 and Year 14 are scheduled for one period in the two-week timetable for Careers 

Education. The focus for the majority of students tends to be preparation for Higher Education but provision 

is also made for those who wish to explore and follow employment or other opportunities.  

All year 13 students are expected to participate in the Work Experience Programme which provides the 

opportunity to spend a week in a work environment of their choice during the second term. Nine pupils 

chose to participate in the German Work Experience and Cultural Exchange Programme this year. 

Students in year 14 begin the first term with visits to Open Days at local and other universities, followed 

quickly by final decision making and completion of UCAS, CAO and other applications. A mock interview 

programme for Year 14 students is well established and aims to prepare them for an actual interview 

situation as well as supporting detailed research and sound decision-making. Students are encouraged to 

keep career plans under review and to use all resources available to them throughout the year. 

 

Although students are timetabled for ‘careers’ classes the Careers Department supports opportunities for 

careers-related learning throughout the curriculum and the contributions of all teachers and all subjects to 

the careers-related experiences of our students are encouraged and highly valued.  

 

Advice and Guidance: 

 

A range of informal advice and guidance opportunities exist in the College but the Careers Department 

provides more formal learner centred advice and guidance both at key transition times and on request. 

Career planning information is communicated for use in the mentoring programme to help ensure on-going 

and holistic support of pupils. GCSE and AS/A level Option Booklets are produced annually to help 

students with subject choice and students and parents are invited to Option Information Evenings.  

All students in Year 12 have an individual guidance interview with a careers adviser and students in Year 14 

are invited to discuss their Higher/Further Education choices before completing their applications. Any 

student may request a careers guidance interview with a careers adviser.  
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The Careers Advisers also play an important role in providing a series of talks for school leavers and 

conducting further guidance interviews for these groups of students. Careers teachers are available for 

consultation by pupils and parents after publication of GCSE and A/AS Level results in August. 

The now established ‘Enrichment Period’ for senior students is welcomed by the Careers Department, and 

continues to provide an excellent platform for visiting speakers from higher education etc. It adds another 

dimension to the provision of careers information, advice and guidance for these year groups.    

 

Information: 

 

A broad range of relevant and up-to-date good quality careers literature is readily available to all students in 

the Careers Section of the newly re-furbished College Library. Access to the library is before and after 

school, at lunch times and on specific occasions during careers classes. The new senior school Careers Suite 

houses a developing year 13/14 careers library which facilitates use during class and supervised periods.  

Our students have the opportunity to access careers information through a variety of experiences but ICT is 

regarded a vital tool in addressing the objectives of the CEIAG programme. Students use the internet 

extensively and make excellent use of iPad technology to research and explore potential course and career 

pathways. The Careers Department welcomes the provision of the new C2k careers packages specially 

adapted for schools in Northern Ireland. 

  

Work-related Learning: 

 

While recognising that work-related learning takes places through a range of activities, assignments and 

other experiences in the College, the Careers Department aims to provide each year group with a least one 

very focussed work related learning opportunity per year. The Work Experience programme, the Mock 

Interview programme and a range of business insight and enterprise events are highlights in the Careers 

calendar and enhance the relevance of the learning programmes. These experiences serve to motivate 

students, enhance their self-awareness, develop their career knowledge and career planning skills and 

ultimately help them make better informed decisions about their future education, training and employment.  

The Careers Department has built up an extensive database of contacts from the world of work and enjoys 

excellent support for all our events from local business and industry. 

 

Employability Skills: 

 

Work-related learning in the College makes a significant contribution to the development of our students’ 

employability skills. The Careers Department recognises that all learning programmes can effectively 

promote the development of communication, numeracy, ICT skills, as well as other employability skills 

such as working with others, problem solving, decision-making, self-management and managing 

information. Where possible and appropriate active teaching and learning strategies and the provision of 

opportunities where students engage as active participants and take responsibility for their own learning are 

employed. 

 

 

Additional/Individual Experiences: 

 

As well as inviting a variety of visiting speakers to the College and running the biennial Careers 

Convention, the Careers Department organises a range of visits and encourages students to attend a wide 

variety of conferences, seminars and lectures outside school. Each year individuals as well as groups of 

students attend events such as: University Open Days, Higher/Further Education Events, Careers Events 
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(Accountancy, Healthcare, Medicine, Pharmacy, Physiotherapy, Engineering, Law, IT, Media, Construction, 

Hospitality), Higher Apprenticeships Presentations and Leadership Development Competitions.  

 

Subject departments in the College also involve pupils in a range of visits, activities, seminars, competitions 

etc. which give pupils a subject related insight into the world of work and into opportunities in further and 

higher education. 

 

The annual ‘Careers Diary’ provides a glimpse of students’ experiences and is available in the current 

edition of ‘The Collegian’ or on the College website and on request.  

 

Parents: 

 

The Careers Department values the interest parents have in their son’s future planning and recognises the 

positive impact of the involvement and support of parents. Through regular communications home we aim 

to keep parents fully informed about the careers programme and related matters. Parents are invited to attend 

information evenings, the biennial Careers Convention, parent/teacher meetings and guidance interviews 

after the publication of examination results. 

Parental support of the work of the Careers Department is always welcome and we are grateful for the 

considerable contributions made by parents to our full range of careers related activities. 
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K.  Arrangements for School security 

 

(c.f. The Education (NI) Order 1998 – Article 15) 

 

The Board of Governors of St Malachy’s College is committed to providing a safe and secure environment 

for staff and visitors in the College. 

 

Access 

Entrance to the College property for students is normally only by the Antrim Road gate. The Lincoln 

Avenue and Crumlin Road gates are open only for limited periods at the beginning and end of the school 

day to facilitate staff parking. During the year, due to construction works a temporary pedestrian entrance 

was used off Lincoln Avenue. Access has now returned to normal. 

 

Visitors 

Parents and visitors are welcome to the College.  However, all visitors must report to the College Office.  

If they are proceeding beyond the office, they will be issued with a visitor’s pass for the duration of their 

stay on College premises. 

 

Meetings between visitors and staff will normally take place by appointment.  Visitors and parents are not 

permitted to approach staff directly in their classrooms. 

 

Cars 

In the interest of safety and to avoid congestion, parents are asked not to bring cars on to the school 

premises at the beginning or end of the school day.  Only staff with authorised parking permits, or visitors 

that have signed in, are permitted to park on the College site. 

 

General security 

The College monitors every visitor to the College and utilises a range of security measures including 

intruder alarms, CCTV coverage and security lighting.  The College employs caretakers / security guards 

to monitor the Lincoln Avenue entrance from the end of the school day to late evening while our sports 

facilities are used by external groups.  These measures assist in providing a safe secure environment for 

pupils, staff and visitors. 
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Building Improvement Works 

 

With a successful application for £4 million for school improvement works, funded under the Department 

of Education’s School Enhancement Programme, November 2017 saw the commencement of phase two of 

these works. This involved £2.4m of funding including an exciting new extension to C Block to provide 

modern Technology and Design and Art and Moving Image Art facilities. Under this project we took the 

opportunity to refurbish areas of the first floor of our listed building into classroom accommodation, 

currently being used as temporary art facilities, but in future will be further developed into a centre for 

literary subjects. Work is already well underway to transform the groundworks on site through the renewal 

of our drainage system and the complete resurfacing of the site. This project is on target to be completed 

by February 2019. 

 

Further to successful funding applications to the Heritage Lottery Fund and financial support from the 

Diocese and the College itself, in October 2017 £779,000 of works were completed to refurbish our 

O’Laverty Library and associated rooms on the first floor of the listed building. This Library which houses 

a valuable and important collection of historic books and manuscripts has been transformed. Works will 

continue for the next few years with regard to the restoration of the book collection.  The Library was 

officially re-opened on 13th October 2017 by Bishop Noel Treanor. This facility and its collection is 

accessible to visitors, other schools, historical societies and as a venue for use by community groups. 

 

We have great plans for the years ahead. In May 2018 we were informed by the Department of Education 

that our £4m application for further funds under The School Enhancement Programme would progress in 

planning subject to business case approval. This project would involve the renewal of our heating and 

electrical systems, refurbishment of our Chemistry Labs, an extension to our Sports Hall Office and staff 

area and repairs to our stone boundary wall at the rear of the site.  

 

In the future we plan to demolish the vacant Seminary building at the front of the College site and replace 

it with a new three storey creative and expressive arts facility. We also plan to refurbish the remaining 

areas of our listed building to fully utilise our site creating additional teaching space. This project is 

estimated to cost in the region of £7m and would create state of the art facilities which would be a 

specialist hub for the College, other schools and the creative industry sector.   

 

We have also submitted an application to the Department of Education for £7m of funding under the 

Shared Education Campuses Programme to develop our grounds at Marmount Gardens as a shared sports 

facility. This facility, on our 12 acre site located off the Oldpark Road, would be shared with other local 

schools and would provide access to additional pitches, a running track and a state of the art Sports Hall.  
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L.  CONCLUSION 

 

2017-18 represented the third and final year of a very successful School Development Plan (SDP) which 

provided much evidence that the College had met and exceeded all of its targets.  The SDP 2015-18 allowed 

us all to focus on continuing to provide ideal platforms for our young Malachians to prosper in terms of 

academic, extra-curricular, spiritual and pastoral health and well-being. 

Our buildings and resources are better than ever, and are designed in such a way to be attractive, spacious, 

stimulating and more than fit for purpose.  The improvement of infrastructure is even made more impressive 

in times when there is significant financial challenge in the world of education.  The Board of Governors 

and College management have worked prudently to ensure that our spending continues to be effective and 

efficient. Furthermore, we have secured some more financial assistance from the Department of Education 

so that we can update and renew other areas of our building. 

We are continuing to sustain our academic excellence in terms of GCSE and A-level output, and this has 

been recognised by ETI in their previous Sustaining Improvement Inspection at the College. There is a high 

level of confidence that this trend will continue throughout the SDP 2018-21.  Our processes of target-

setting, review, evaluation and monitoring are well-embedded, and continue to inform our short and longer 

term academic and pastoral goals. 

The College remains a leader in terms of extra-curricular activities, and is still proud of the level of pupil 

engagement here. Over the past academic year there again have been many fabulous achievements through 

the disciplines of sport, music, drama, art and in many other fields. 

Our new SDP (2018-21) builds on the previous one, and charges us with the responsibility to relentlessly 

visit and revisit our College mission as a leading Catholic school in the 21st century. The plan itself is 

introduced with the following titles: Person centred, Reflective and Worshipping, Life Affirming, 

Welcoming and Inclusive and Gospel Inspired.  Our Mission statement, while not explicitly using these 

phrases reflects their emphases. 

I thank all those who contributed to the evaluation of the previous SDP and to parents/carers, staff – 

teaching and support, boys and other relevant agencies who have informed our new one.  The past number 

of years have gifted us with many transformational developments.  This year will see these cemented further 

and new exciting ones introduced! 

I thank and congratulate the Board of Governors, all staff, parents/carers and the boys for their hard work, 

success, inspiration and unquestionable loyalty to St Malachy’s College! The past year has demonstrated 

that our Mission is in full operation so that we “can experience our own spiritual, educational and personal 

growth in a pleasant, interesting and stimulating environment.” 

Gloria ab intus! 

 

 

Signed:                                                   Chair of the Board of Governors 

 


