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Covid-19 Arrangements for Behaviour Management

1. Context
 
From 20th March 2020 parents were asked to keep 
their children at home, wherever possible, and for 
schools to remain open only for those children of 
key workers and children who are vulnerable.
The current national health concerns relating 
to Covid-19 creates uncertainty in the lives of 
children and young people. Daily routines, family life, 
friendship groups and the safe space that schools 
provide have been disrupted. As we prepare for the 
return of students to the College, in a system of 
“blended learning”, it is critically important that our 
Behaviour Management Policy takes account of the 
additional challenges that the Covid 19 pandemic 
brings. The Behaviour Management Policy works 
in conjunction with arrangements for Safeguarding 
and Child Protection and will also take account 
of relevant PHA (Public Health Agency) guidance. 
Guidance issued by the Department of Education 
states that:
“The school’s pupil behaviour policy should be reviewed 
to ensure that it covers COVID-19 related incidents 
and should make provision for the school to be able 
to sanction, up to and including exclusion, pupils who 
wilfully refuse to adhere to arrangements of social 
distancing and deliberately cough or spit at pupils or 
staff, putting them at risk.” (NORTHERN IRELAND 
RE-OPENING SCHOOLS GUIDANCE NEW SCHOOL 
DAY 22 June 20)

 

2. Procedures 

Staff will continue to follow the procedures 
outlined in the College’s Pastoral and Behaviour 
Management Policies which are available on the 
College website. The Stepped Consequences and 
Positive Reward Appendices are also incorporated 
into the students’ Homework Diaries.

•	 The	expectations	and	responsibilities	of	staff,		
 parents and students in respect of Behaviour  
 Management are set out in the Behaviour   
 Management Policy
•	 Staff	will	follow	relevant	directives	from		 	
 the Department of Education, the PHA and   
 the Education Authority
•	 Students	will	be	expected	to	follow			 	
 instructions given with regard to Social   
 Distancing, movement around the College   
 buildings and grounds and interactions with   
 other students and staff.
•	 Parents	have	responsibility	for	discussing	these		
 measures with their son and supporting   
 College Staff in encouraging him to follow all  
 guidelines. Our partnership with parents is   
 key to our Pastoral Care. While the College   
 will continue to welcome parents, outside   
 of an emergency, it is important that parents  
 make an appointment if they wish to speak  
 with a member of staff. This can be done   
 through email contact with the staff member  
 or by contacting College Reception.
•	 Students	who	do	not	abide	by	instructions		 	
 regarding Social Distancing, movement   
 around the College buildings and grounds   
 and interactions with other students and staff  
 will be subject to College sanctions outlined   
 within the Behaviour Management Policy and,  
 persistent or one off serious breaches will be  
 dealt with through the Procedures    
	 for	Suspension	and	Expulsion.	



Pupil Name (please print) Class

Pupil Signature Date

St. Malachy’s College

Student Positive Behaviour Code

I have read and understood the Important Information 
for Pupils booklet.

Attendance

I know the symptoms of Covid-19,•	
a high temperature  this means you feel hot to 
touch on your chest or back (you do not need to 
measure your temperature), or ;
a new, continuous cough  this means coughing 
a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more 
coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have 
a cough, it may be worse than usual), or ;
anosmia  the loss or a change in your normal 
sense of smell (it can also affect your sense of 
taste),

and I will let a member of staff know if I feel unwell.
I will not attend school if I have any of the above •	
symptoms and I will seek appropriate medical advice.
Otherwise, I will attend every day in my full College •	
uniform and adhere to hair regulations.
On days I have PE, I will wear the College PE kit (as •	
outlined by the PE department).
I will arrive at the designated time for my Year group.•	

Transport

I will practise social distancing as much as possible on •	
the journey to and from school.
I understand that if I am over 13, I must wear a face •	
covering	on	public	transport	unless	I	am	exempt	for	
medical reasons.

During the Day

On arrival, I will use the hand sanitiser at my •	
designated entrance before entering the building.
I will wear a face covering in corridors and other •	
communal areas of the College, unless I am medically 
exempt.
I will wear a face covering if directed to do so by •	
a teacher during class time, unless I am medically 
exempt.
I will wash my hands thoroughly with soap and water •	
and/or sanitiser regularly throughout the day.
I will follow the one-way system and signage at all •	
times.
I will practise social distancing (1m from other •	
students, 2m from adults) as far as is practically 
possible.
I will maintain good hand hygiene and cough/sneeze •	
into a tissue or into the crook of my arm. I will 
dispose of any tissues in a safe manner.
I will sit in an allocated seat in each class as directed •	
by my teachers.
During break and lunchtime, I will go to the •	
designated areas for my year group.
I will practise social distancing during break and lunch.•	
I will use the toilets that are designated for my year •	
group.


