
Gummi Metal Tecknik (GMT) 
 
Placement details: 
 
I worked at GMT- Gummi Metal Tecknik for 4 days:  
1st day was taking part on assembly line helping construct parts with other workers and 
see the machines used and how all the parts fit together to make bigger parts.  
2nd day was viewing the factory in which I was working and all the other machines used 
for other areas of construction. A few of these include metal shaping, tube manufacturing, 
rubber attachment and metal gluing.  
3rd day was in the offices where we reviewed marketing which included seeing the sales 
pitches and power points used if they where to approach, for example airbus, for sales of 
parts. I also worked with imports/exports and where reports are drawn up for good parts 
or damaged parts which need to be sent back. 
4th day was a tour of the whole GMT complex around Buhl which included the rubber 
production factories, railway factory, shock absorber factory and the office section which 
showed me the imports from Malaysia of rubber and other factories around the world. 
 
Highlights: 
 
Work experience: I really enjoyed the insight into a major company and how such small 
parts are necessary for very large machines to work. Getting to know some of the people 
who worked in these factories was very enjoyable and they loved practicing their English 
with us and felt proud they got to show us what they do. For me this insight has proved to 
me how something that didn’t sound very interesting could be so enjoyable and be 
completely different to what I thought it was going to be like as well as being so varied. 
 
Cultural exchange: Our German partners where amazing each had such a different life yet 
so similar to our own, I thought it was a whole different thing growing up in Germany 
however this has changed my opinion completely. Getting to know our partners was very 
good as being able to go around with other teenagers made the experience more relaxed 
and helped us all to enjoy the trip. Learning also about the school and activities they do 
was very good as it was good to try new things including food, different transport, new 
activities and different architecture and life to Belfast. 
 
Career planning: 
 
This experience has helped me to have an insight into engineering which was a career 
path I was thinking of following and with this experience I will keep on that idea as it has 
been a very good experience and has made me aware of many things engineering has to 
offer. This has also  made me think more about working abroad as I very much enjoyed 
the culture and work and will possibly think about a career in Germany or even another 
country in Europe or beyond.  
 
JMcM 



Siemens AG  
  

  Placement details: 
 

I worked in the offices of the Procurement Department (both strategic and internal), 
the Sales and Marketing Department (where I also learned about application 
engineering and Product Management) and also the IT department. In each 
department I met the head of the department and someone from the office was 
assigned to me so I would follow them through a typical day in their job and ask them 
questions whenever necessary. I was also assigned tasks to do, for example in the 
procurement department I had to answer practice phone calls, and in the IT 
department I had to clone hard drives of computers. 
 
Highlights:  
 
For the work experience, I enjoyed the independence of it the most i.e. having all the 
responsibility of making sure I had all my equipment and I was on time for work, also 
the responsibility of making my own way to work, which for me was a half an hour 
walk through the most picturesque part of Rastatt, really enjoyable! I also felt all the 
staff, secretaries etc. were incredibly friendly and made me feel very welcome. 
 
The thing I enjoyed the most about the cultural exchange were the trips with the 
German students to places like Meersburg, the hike through the black forest and ice 
skating! It gave me a real insight into what German teenagers spend their time doing 
in comparison to what a Northern Ireland teenager does! I especially enjoyed our visit 
to Bonndorf! 
 
Career planning: 
 
This experience for me has helped me a lot for my future career planning as although 
it has made me realise that things such as procurement and IT wouldn’t be as suited to 
me after all, Engineering is something I am now considering as a result of my 
experiences in Siemens. Something that I really didn’t expect due to my work in 
Siemens was that I actually developed a keen interest for the sales department, as I 
found things such as dealing with clients very interesting.  
 
While in Germany I realised that one of the most important skills to have is to be able 
to communicate well with colleagues. I was surprised at the wide range of languages 
people know in Germany in comparison to the UK, as many of the teenagers we were 
partnered with spoke 3 or 4 languages at least to a very high standard! Also I realised 
that you have to be able to work well in a team and at Siemens I realised this as every 
single person in each Department rely on each other for certain things, so every single 
person has to put in the effort or the whole system will collapse. Also, you need a 
good work ethic, and this includes things such as arriving at work on time, something 
that is taken very seriously in Germany! 
 
MQ 



ARKU 
 
Placement details: 
 
 
In my time at ARKU, I mainly worked in the mechanical engineering section they had 
available. I got the chance to use some of the machines under supervision of my 
mentor Simon. I was making a clamp during my time as every apprentice makes a 
clamp as their first bit of work. At the beginning of the week I was given a tour of the 
facilities and I was amazed by the size of the factory and company. To get the clamp 
made I used very basic tools such as a file and a saw, but as the week went on I had to 
use the machines to ensure that my clamp was of premium quality which ARKU is 
known for. I used the saw mill which cut away very precise bits of metal which were 
useless and not needed. I then had to use the lathe when making the screws for the 
clamp. In this process I was able to handle the machine manually and was able to 
make very small incisions into the metal to make sure it was not harmful. I then 
finished the week by adding a few finishing touches to my clamp and then put it 
together.  
  
 
Highlights: 
 
 
I enjoyed the use of the machines and meeting the other members of staff that worked 
at ARKU as it gave me an amazing opportunity and an idea of what mechanical 
engineering would be like to work in. 
 
I enjoyed the day that I spent with my German partner and her family the most as it 
gave me the chance to get to know my partner more and also experience some 
German culture. While with the family I went to see a performance of My Fair Lady 
in the Baden-Baden theatre, it was fantastic! 
 
 
Career planning: 
 
 
This experience has helped my future career planning as it has showed me what it 
would be like to work with mechanical engineering which has been a major question I 
have been asking from I began to think about my future career. Thanks to this 
experience it has showed that I enjoy working in the mechanical engineering area but 
not as much as the computer engineering as I do enjoy working with a computer a lot 
more than working with a piece of metal. I now hope to have a work experience 
opportunity in a computer engineering company so that I know the range of jobs in 
the ICT area of work. 
 
I would say that the skills which are necessary to work in a different European 
country are to have people skills so that while there you can meet new people and get 
along well with them. You also need listening skills so that you can follow 
instructions very carefully to ensure that you do the correct thing when asked. You 
must have the motivation to do your best at everything you do so that you do not 
disappoint your employer.  
 
OM 


