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FIRST DAY AT SCHOOL

I leapt out of the crammed 
bus and strode over to the 
traffic lights. They eventually 
turned green and I crossed 
the road.

Next came The Avenue. It 
looked infinitely long and I 
could just about make out 
the College but just then I 
remembered I should not 
be scared for I was now a 
Malachian.

I was walking over to the 
Canteen because there were 
lights on and I hoped that 
there would be someone 
who could tell me where 
the College Hall was. Before 
I could get half way there, 
a friendly member of staff 
enquired if I was a first year 
and consequently she gave 
me the directions to the 
College Hall.

I eventually got there and 
met up with some of my 
friends. Mr McVey asked for 
our names, told us what class 
we were in and then told us 
which circle to go to.

I was in 8B. I was the first 
one into the circle. When 
eventually everyone arrived 
we met our form tutor Ms 
Evans, she’s really congenial 
and the best bit is she 
supports Liverpool!

We did a few activities, one 
where we had to sit beside 
someone who didn’t come 
from the same Primary 
School as us and find out a 
fact about them. I sat beside 
Michael.

After a few words from Mr 
McVey and Mr McBride we 
left the hall and went to our 
Form Rooms. We started off 
by receiving our timetables 
and then we had to colour 
code them.

When quarter to eleven 
came we marched up the 
steps in alphabetical order to 
the Canteen. We were shown 
how to use our lunch card 
and if we had any money we 

were permitted to put it on. 
When we were consuming 
our break we had a talk 
from Mr McGoran about the 
Canteen Rules.

We went back to our Form 
Room to finish off colour 
coding our timetables and 

finally were shown where all 
the blocks are and were given 
rough directions of where 
each class would be.

I walked out of the College 
as confident as you could 
hope and I was proud to be a 
Malachian.

by Luke Quinn
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The 
Adventures 

of

Friday morning and its 

gymnastics with 8E!

Music class next. It’s 
lots of fun and I get 
to play the piano...

...then the big violin, or is it a double bass? 

My friend Jordan helps me.

Bang, bang, 
BANG!!!

Now for lunch 
in the canteen

Hanging out with 8E was tiring 

but fun. I’ve earned my chips!

by Michael McGinn

The first two months in Music have been 
quite busy for everyone.  As I play the violin, I 
go to orchestra.  As soon as I first got there I 
was thrown in at the deep end; I had to play 
3rd violin.  At first I thought it was going to 
be quite easy, but when we started to play I 
knew that it was going to be pretty hard.
To begin with we were planning to play three 
of the four waltzes but after a good bit of 
practice we decided to just play two since 
they were so difficult and the majority of 

the Orchestra were Year 8s. We learned two 
pieces for Junior Prize Day and it worked out 
well in the end.
Outside of school I sing in a choir called the 
Schola Cantorum. I also sing in the Junior 
Choir and the Chamber Choir (the Senior 
Choir) in the College. They are both very 
good. 
On the 12th October we went to 
Hazelwood Integrated College to practise 
with the Junior Choir and it was great fun. It 
has been really fun at St. Malachy’s College 
so far.

Orchestra and Choir
by Louis Collins

TEACHER PROFILE

Name: Mr McVey

Role: Head of Year 8

Subject: Mathematics

Likes: Sport, especially GAA and 
Liverpool FC

What the pupils say...

‘Mr McVey is inspiring and 
helpful’.  

James McDonald 8E

‘He’s a pretty cool dude’.  
Jordan McNerney 8E

 
My favourite subject is Drama. In Primary 
School we only did a play at Christmas time 
and at the end of the school year.
In St. Malachy’s College, Drama is very 
different.  All Year 8 students have Drama 
once a week and our teacher is Mrs 
Campbell. In term one, we have been 

learning how to use our voice, facial 
expressions, gestures and movement for 
dramatic effect.  At the beginning of each 
lesson, we warm up with a game. The game 
I like best is ‘Zip, Zap, Bong’.  It is really fun. 
It tests concentration, listening skills and 
reaction times. I have won this game twice 
and came second twice! For our winter 
assessment, we will perform a scripted piece 
called ‘Lost’’; it is about three friends - Ben, 
Adam and Chris who get lost when they are 
out hiking. We will have to use all the new 
skills we have learned this term to produce a 
convincing performance.

Drama at St. Malachy’s College
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There is a wide range of books in the Library 
and it opens from 8.30am to 6.45pm.  You 
can do your homework after school in the 
library.  The pitch opens at 8.00am and you 
can go on it for all of break and lunch.

John McCartan, St Bernards P.S.

I like St.Malachy‘s College 
because of the sports.  I 
really enjoy football.  Our 
latest matches we won 9-0 

and 16-4.  We also have 
basketball, hurling, gaelic 
and lots of other sporting 
activities.

Diarmuid Martin

St Therese of Lisieux P.S.

I like P.E, Science and Maths.  These are only some of 

the great subjects.  I like my friends and teachers who 

made starting St.Malachy’s College so fun.
James Toal, Hazelwood Integrated P.S.

All the teachers, classroom assistants and fellow pupils have helped me settle into St. Malachy’s College.  They have made me feel welcome and I have made lots of new friends.  Just remember everyone else is in the same position as you, so don’t be scared to speak out!

Peter KilloughOur Lady of Lourdes P.S.

I like that there are d
ifferent sports to 

play and there is a va
riety of choice in the 

canteen.  I also like th
at I made new friends 

and if something is wrong, your Form Tutor 

or Year Head will help you deal with it.

Manus Hegney, St.Peter’s P.S.

I would recommend St. Malachy’s College to P7 boys because the dinners are really 
nice and the subjects are fun.  My favourite subject is Irish as you learn a new 
language.                                                                                     Thomas Baker, Sacred Heart P.S.

There are so
 many after sch

ool 

clubs and lot
s of variety w

hen 

it comes to extra-c
urricular 

activities.
Matthew Kane, Ballymacrickett P.S.

I would recommend St. Malachy’s College because it’s 

really not as scary as you think.  All the teachers are so 

nice and there are really nice pupils also.  I’ve enjoyed 

my first few weeks and have settled in really quickly.Conor Muldoon, Bunscoil Bheann Mhadigan 

I felt massively nervous on my first day.  The night before I barely slept, as I had so many worries and nerves about the all-important day.  When I entered the College Hall with my fellow Year 8s I felt more settled and confident.  Now I feel very confident even though this gigantic school is so different to my Primary School.Rory Devenny, St. Mary’s on the Hill P.S.

The teachers are nice and friendly, especially our Form Tutor, Ms Artherton, and the Year Head, Mr. McVey.  He is always available and if 
you have a question or a worry, you can tell him.  Every teacher tries his/her best to provide the best education they can for you.  That’s why you should come to this College.Patrick Farrelly, Holy Family P.S.
On the first day I felt kind of excited and nervous.  It was a weird emotion to feel.  I now feel more confident in myself and I have met lots of new friends.Gabriel  Onojorhoevwo, St. Paul’s P.S.

I would recommend St. Malachy’s College to other 

P7 boys because th
ere are lots of ex

tra-curricular 

activities to do, no
t just the many sporting ones

, 

but clubs like deb
ating, chess and m

any more. 

Conor McAlister, St. Mary’s on the Hill P.S.

The teaching assistants in the PLC, Mrs Conroy the classroom assistant, and my Form Teacher Miss McGuigan have all helped me settle in.  It is a great school.Mark Camplisson, St.Bride’s P.S.

I love playing in the football team.  I also enjoy 
the different subjects and the teachers.  I like 
the cafeteria and I like the different roles in PE 
such as swimming, gymnastics and basketball.

Connla Keenan, Scoil an Droichid

I like St. Malachy’s College because the curry 
chips in the canteen are amazing!  I also 
like being able to go on the 3G pitch before 
school, at break, lunch and after school.

Jordan McNerney, St. Patrick’s P.S.



SPORTS

St. Malachy’s College vs Knock

Last Wednesday we went to play Our Lady 
and St. Patrick’s College, Knock in a thrilling 
football match and I think we were the 
better team.

In one match the score was 9-0 and the 
other match finished 16-5 to us. It was a great 
game and the other team never gave up.  The 
referees were sixth years from their school.

After the match ended, we all shook hands 
and congratulated each other on such a great 
game and a tremendous win. Our coach Mr 
McStravick told us that we played well. I think 
the best team won!

When we got back to school we talked about 
how well we played together considering we 
had never played together as a team before. 
We had all got to know each other and were 
really chuffed. We can’t wait to play together 
again.

FOOTBALL

DIARMUID RUNS TO VICTORY

by Seamus Óg Callaghan

 St. Malachy’s College 9 - 0 OLSPK
 St. Malachy’s College 16 - 5 OLSPK

Can you tell us about yourself? 
Okay, I’m Diarmuid Hanna and I love sports 
and reading. I’m part of the Student Council 
and I always try my best.
How did you feel before the race? 
I felt a tiny bit nervous but determined.
Do you have any tips for future Year 8s 
competing next year? 
Yeah, not to be nervous and to pace yourself.
What were you thinking mid-race? 
I was thinking that I wanted to push further 
forward and not fall back.
Do you participate in many races? 
Since I’ve started in the College I’ve run three 
and I think I’ve done well in all of them.
Do you attend a local running club? 
Yes, I run for Ballymena and Antrim Athletics.
What were you thinking during the last 100m? 
I just wanted to keep going and win.
Was the runner-up a tough competitor or 
were you far ahead? 
Fintan was stiff competition, he is a great 
runner!
How do you feel about being the 2016 
Martin McMullan race winner? 
I feel very happy and hope to win more in the 
future.

by James McDonald

ATHLETICS   Martin McMullan Race

“It’s lovely weather today at the Mallusk Playing Fields in 
South Antrim where the Year 8s of 2016/17 are participating 
in the annual Year 8 race.
Oh, what’s this? Mr McBride, the Principal of St. Malachy’s College is 
on the start line with Mr McVey.
Okay, away they go!
Oh look... Diarmuid running ahead with Fintan.  All 158 students 
are going up a steep hill and down the other side...now Dairmuid is 
straying away from Fintan and it might be a close one... no Dairmuid 
has won the Year 8 race!”

Conor Muldoon interviews race 

winner Diarmuid Hanna

Caoimhin (3rd), 
Dairmuid (1st) & 

Fintan (2nd)

Year 8 race, 
Tuesday 20th 

September 2016

With thanks to: Seamus óg Callaghan, Oisin Campbell, Luke Quinn, Joseph McCormick, Michael Maginn,  
Louis Collins, Finlay McCloskey, Conor Muldoon, James McDonald & Callum Crummey, 


