
Comments from the German Students about their Work Experience In Belfast 

 
My workplace, the primary school, surprised me. They had more colorful 
class rooms with many black boards and posters designed by the children 
than we in Germany have. I found amazing that they had smart-boards, 
where the teacher can write on the computer and on the board…  
 
Every student had the same colored book (every subject had “its own” 
color). The difference to Germany is that the teacher keeps the books 
until the next lesson. Consequently, the lesson is better organized and no 
one can say he forgot his book… 
 
To sum up, we got to know the Irish culture better, we improved our 
language and we had a lovely week. Thank you! (AS) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In February we left Germany for a return visit to Northern Ireland.  
When we were waiting for our train in Rastatt, my thoughts mainly 
focused on my work experience in Mater Hospital. I expected to 
“shadow” a nurse and to get to know some routine days in a 
hospital.  I was also afraid that I wouldn`t understand all of what 
the doctors and nurses were saying. In reality, everything was 
different. I was allowed to watch some operations, to be present at 
one lesson of the medical students and sit next to the doctor while 
he was talking to patients. It was amazing!  
 
My time at the Mater Hospital was such an exciting and instructive 
experience and I would recommend this place to any student who is 
interested in medicine.  
 
In the end I can only say that taking part in this exchange 
programme was an absolutely valuable experience and I’m very 
happy to have been part of this programme. (EK) 
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I spent a wonderful week in Northern Ireland.  
 
I worked in hospitality in the Europa Hotel in Belfast. Of course I was very 
worried before I went there. First of all I had to do a phone interview. That was 
really difficult in a foreign language but there were pros, too. I didn’t know 
anything about the work I was supposed to do until I had this phone interview. I 
was well prepared for my work experience. I informed myself about the hotel (most 
bombed hotel in the world!) and knew what my tasks would be before I went 
there… 
 
My supervisor was very friendly and let me work in a café called “Piano Bar”. That 
was probably the greatest experience of the whole work experience. I was taking 
orders, talked to the guests and was even allowed to serve the owner of the hotel... 
 
Normally I’m a really shy person. I never thought that I would do this one day. I 
did it and it was fun. I spoke English and got used to the language and I met nice 
people who I can call my friends now. There’s absolutely nothing negative to say 
about the work experience and the exchange... 
 
The whole exchange was a great experience and I was really sad when I had to go 
home. I hope everyone enjoyed the week as I did and that it wasn’t my last time in 
Belfast. Thanks to everyone who made this exchange possible. (HK) 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Once I was not able to find the staff room and went into the 
principal’s room while he had a meeting, but he was not angry. I 
am sure in Germany it is worse if you go into your boss's room 
while he has a meeting. And when I had a work placement in 
Germany, I always felt that I was “only” the trainee, no one to be 
taken seriously. In Belfast, on the other hand, I was treated like a 
new colleague. (JW) 
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I'm really proud of myself because I have overcome my fear and have 
learned important things about working life and daily life in another 
country. 
 
I got a placement at the Irish News for two days and at a primary school 
for the remaining two days. I was very happy with my choice and I 
benefited from the experience tremendously. 
 
 
The work experience at the newspaper was very serious. The way 
newspapers are made in Germany and Northern Ireland is more or less 
the same. I have never seen how the newspaper is printed, so it was a 
pleasure to see and to learn new things! In contrast to the newspaper 
where work is roughly the same as in German newspapers, work in a 
primary school is completely different to work in a German primary 
school. The way the kids learn and work together is very different from 
the German school system. The materials they work with are different 
than ours. Every teacher has one or two assistants who correct the 
homework and prepare things for the lesson! In Germany there is always 
only one teacher who is responsible for everything. (JS)          
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I prepared a PowerPoint presentation with my friends who 
had the same work placement I had. In the PowerPoint 
presentation we wrote down some facts about Germany, 
about the food and drinks and traditions and we prepared 
some German sentences to teach the children some German. 
I was satisfied with the things I prepared for my work 
placement, I could have had prepared more specific words 
concerning primary schools but it was fantastic just the way 
it was. (KK) 
 
I loved the atmosphere in the classrooms, it was calm and 
relaxed but everybody was mentally present, everybody 
tried hard to get right solutions and everybody helped each 
other. Besides, I liked the teachers, they always did a very 
good job and they truly tried to entertain the kids, to make 
it easier for them to learn and to show them things, which 
are useful for their lives. I think I really learned a lot, it is 
not only about how to teach some children a foreign 
language, there is much more. It is how to talk to kids, how 
to make them tell you things, how to help them in a right 
way. (KK) 
 

 
 
 
 

 
My friends and I decided to see the coast and so we went there by train 
and it was amazing. It was an awesome time at the coast and some of 
those moments you will never ever forget… 
 
It was an amazing week and I really will not forget about all these nice 
moments, all these moments where you are happy by just remembering 
them. There are some great friendships between the Irish boys and us, 
they were really kind and lovely, they helped us around in Belfast and it 
was always fun… 
 
I know that I can say that it was an absolutely brilliant time and I will 
never forget the beautiful coast of Ireland, the wonderful landscape and 
the lovely people up there! (KK) 

 
 
 
 



Comments from the German Students about their Work Experience In Belfast 

!
I"was"very"surprised"about"the"range"of"subjects"and"topics"the"pupils"are"
taught"at"primary"school."The"“Second"World"War”"is"not"a"topic"that"is"
taught"at"German"primary"schools."I"dealt"with"it"in"Grammar"school"
when"I"was"fourteen"years"old… 
 
This"exchange"programme"was"really"great!"If"I"had"the"chance,"I"would"
participate"again."I"have"met"so"many"nice"and"friendly"people."I"am"sure"
we"will"stay"in"touch"and"meet"again"soon."(SH)"
!

 



Work Experience in Belfast 2013 
 

In February we left Germany for a return visit to Northern Ireland.  
When we were waiting for our train in Rastatt, my thoughts mainly 
focused on my work experience in Mater Hospital. I expected to “shadow” 
a nurse and to get to know some routine days in a hospital.  I was also 
afraid that I wouldn`t understand all of what the doctors and nurses were 
saying. In reality, everything was different. I was allowed to watch some 
operations, to be present at one lesson of the medical students and sit 
next to the doctor while he was talking to patients. It was amazing! 
 
To be honest, I was prepared for my work in no way. I already knew 
many of the main medical terms and so I could understand much and the 
doctors were so kind to explain me the procedure slowly and in simple 
words and thus I comprehended most of the things. I don´t think that I 
could have prepared better because medicine is a very wide field with so 
many special terms that it´s simply impossible to learn them by heart if 
you don`t even know in which area your work will be focused on. And so I 
don`t think the school could have prepared me for this. 
 
In my opinion the mood was relaxed. I had many breaks und and in every 
one my “colleagues” asked me if I wanted some tea or coffee. During the 
breaks they chatted with each other and just enjoyed their free time. I 
talked with many people and listened to them and it was nowhere visible 
that some riots were going on in the city of Belfast. It was interesting for 
me to notice that the Irish people drink their tea with milk. I asked a boy 
about it and he said that the tea looks much tastier with milk. Noticeable 
were the queues in front of every bus station and before the classroom 
doors at school; all the people waited quietly for their turn. 
All in all I saw the things I had expected: some aspects of the “troubles” 
(the dispute over the flag), wide green landscapes, some riots and of 
course the Northern Irish accent. I got the feeling that the typical Irish 
day starts later than a day in Germany.   
 
My time at the Mater Hospital was such an exciting and instructive 
experience and I would recommend this place to any student who is 
interested in medicine. 
In the end I can only say that taking part in this exchange programme 
was an absolutely valuable experience and I`m very happy to have been 
part of this programme.  
 
 
EK 



Bericht: FJ 

Schüleraustausch mit Nordirland 

 

Meine Erwartungshaltung 
Ich nahm an dem Austausch teil, weil ich generell daran interessiert bin, neue Kulturen und 
Menschen kennen zu lernen. Speziell bei diesem Austausch wollte ich meine Englisch- 
Kenntnisse verbessern. Außerdem war ich an Belfast mit Blick auf die "Troubles" interessiert.  
Bei dem Praktikum hoffte ich vor allem zu erfahren, ob und was für Unterschiede es zu 
Betrieben in Deutschland gibt, wobei ich zu anfangs Zweifel hatte ob meine 
Englischkenntnisse ausreichen würden, die Arbeitaufträge zu verstehen und richtig 
auszuführen. 
 
Vorbereitung 
Insgesamt war ich für dieses Praktikum auch gut vorbereitet. Ich wusste, welche Kleidung  
angebracht war und wie ich meinen Arbeitsplatz finden konnte.  
Wenn ich vor meinem Praktikum noch ein paar englische Redewendungen und Höflichkeiten 
gelernt hätte, wäre ich auch noch etwas besser vorbereitet gewesen. 
So ist auch der einzige Verbesserungsvorschlag der mir noch einfällt, dass man an dem 
Informationsabend vor dem Beginn des Austausches einen Zettel mit wichtigen 
Redewendungen und Höflichkeitsformeln austeilt. 
 
Das Praktikum 
An meiner Praktikumsstelle, dem Ulster Museum, waren alle Mitarbeiter stets freundlich und 
hilfsbereit. Anders als in Deutschland waren dort alle Mitarbeiter nicht sehr förmlich, sondern 
machten auch Scherze und pflegten einen direkten, freundlichen Umgang mit mir. 
Beim Tagesablauf gab es keine merklichen Unterschiede zu einer Arbeitsstelle in 
Deutschland. Jeden Morgen gab es ein Meeting, bei dem der Plan für Mittagspause und 
Arbeitsbereiche über den Tag ausgeteilt wurde. So wusste jeder, was er zu tun hatte. 
 
Das Praktikum hat mir vor allem geholfen mein Englisch zu verbessern. Außerdem war es 
sehr interessant, den Arbeitsablauf in einem Museum kennen zu lernen, der doch 
komplizierter ist, wie es den Anschein hat. Es hat mir sehr gefallen, mit den jüngeren 
Schulklassen und auch den Kindern mit Behinderung zusammen zu arbeiten, die das Museum 
besucht haben und denen ich auch mit meinen Englischkenntnissen gut helfen konnte. 
Nordirische Kultur 
In der Woche vor unserem Austausch hörte man immer wieder über die Unruhen und 
Ausschreitungen in Nordirland, die wieder neu entfacht waren und die ich schon immer mit 
Nordirland in Verbindung gebracht habe. Doch gegen aller Sorge und Erwartungen merkte 
ich in Belfast nichts von diesen Dingen und auch mein Austauschpartner sagte mir, dass er 
fast nichts von diesen Unruhen merkt und auch nichts von ihnen hält oder sich gar mit einer 
Seite in Verbindung bringt. 
 
Der Schüleraustausch hat mir also im Ganzen sehr gut gefallen. Ich habe mich mit meinem 
Austauschpartner gut verstanden und konnte endlich mein Englisch anwenden. 
 
 



Student exchange February 2013 
Belfast 2/3.-2/9.2013 

 
When I heard about my work placement in the primary school, I was really happy to go there. I like 
children and I like working with them, I was really looking forward to it. There were no fears at all, 
I just hoped that the language would not be a problem. I prepared a PowerPoint presentation with 
my friends who had the same work placement I had. In the PowerPoint presentation we wrote down 
some facts about Germany, about the food and drinks and traditions and we prepared some German 
sentences to teach the children some German. I was satisfied with the things I prepared for my work 
placement, I could have had prepared more specific words concerning primary schools but it was 
fantastic just the way it was. Our school could have told us something about the backgrounds of the 
children in the primary schools, we didn't know anything. I would have liked it better if somebody 
had told us for example how old the children were, where they came from etc. It would have been 
interesting for us to know before if the children are rich or maybe poor. In addition I would have 
been happier if I knew something about the school-system in Ireland. In fact we didn't know 
anything. If we had known something about the school-system, we would have been able to deal 
with them more efficiently. We could have talked to them about what they were going to do after 
primary school etc. 
When I was in the primary school I really liked the way the children were taught, they played a lot 
of games to learn difficult things and they really learned a lot. I was absolutely surprised by what 
they told me about things I have never heard before, they really know a lot and the children love to 
learn. Moreover I loved the atmosphere in the classrooms, it was calm and relaxed but everybody 
was mentally present, everybody tried hard to get right solutions and everybody helped each other. 
Besides, I liked the teachers, they always did a very good job and they truly tried to entertain the 
kids, to make it easier for them to learn and to show them things, which are useful for their lives. I 
think I really learned a lot, it is not only about how to teach some children a foreign language, there 
is much more. It is how to talk to kids, how to make them tell you things, how to help them in a 
right way. I learned that it is much easier to talk to children than to adults, adults are complicated 
and interested in so many things, adults always want to hear solutions and not problems. But it is so 
easy to deal with children, they are not angry if you pronounce something the wrong way, they don't 
want to hear only the right solution every time, they love just to talk, to tell you something about 
themselves and more important, they are absolutely interested in what your life is like. Children ask 
and ask and they want to know everything, they want to learn and they love everything new. So I 
really did benefited from my work experience, I learned definitely more than in a week in school in 
Germany. 
When our flight in Frankfurt started we were all so excited. What will Northern Ireland be like?  
When we arrived we were nearly a little disappointed by the fact that it is not that different from  
Germany. Of course the landscape was different but it was not like a completely different world at 
all. I don't know why I expected it to be sot different but for some reason I did and I was some sort 
of disappointed when I arrived in Ireland. But my friends and me we decided to see the coast and so 
we went there by train and it was amazing. It was an awesome time at the coast and some of those 
moments you will never ever forget. It was a fantastic view although you could not really see a lot, 
it was the Irish coast so you just saw a view meters and then just one kind of grey everywhere. But 
this was brilliant, it was like there was no time passing because you could not see how far the coast 
was and how far the sea was, you just saw a part of the beautiful coast. It was an amazing week and 
I really will not forget about all these nice moments, all these moments where you are happy by just 
remembering them. There are some great friendships between the Irish boys and us, they were 
really kind and lovely, they helped us around in Belfast and it was always fun. 
I know that I can say that it was an absolutely brilliant time and I will never forget the beautiful 
coast of Ireland, the wonderful landscape and the lovely people up there! 
KK 


